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Idea Behind the Mural – The idea for the mural started with
Fr. Philip Donatelli. It was Fr. Donatelli’s vision in the new St. Benedict the Abbot
church to show the corporal and spiritual works of mercy on the walls of the church
(in the stained-glass windows) and the final judgement on the back wall. In his words,
“I want people ‘to see what they have to do as Jesus’ disciples,’ when they are in church
and, ‘This is what will happen to them if they don’t do it,’ on their way out.”

Victory Over Sin and Death
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Understanding the final judgement as part of Jesus’ resurrection and victory over
sin and death, the center part is the vision of the Second Coming in Revelation 21,
“Behold, I make all things new.” Building upon the powerful water image of Jesus’
Baptism behind the altar, on either side of Christ’s victory in the center is the cleansing

Fr. Robert Miller and Dennis Gehrlein met with Nick Parrendo of Hunt Studios
in Pittsburgh, in late 2014, to put the idea to canvas. Sadly, Nick died in February
2016, before he completed his work. In his memory, Nick’s daughter, Celeste
Parrendo, finished the mural late in 2017. She has included her
father as a disciple of Jesus standing to the left
of the mast in the boat amid
the storm.
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water of Noah’s ark in the Old Testament and the calm of Jesus asleep in the boat amid
the storm in the New Testament. On the far left and right, next to the confessional
boxes, are the comforting water images of Jesus’ rescuing Peter
from sinking and the Woman at the Well.
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Behold, I make all things new.
Indeed, God makes all things new! God calls each of us to this encounter with him
at mass by his presence in our personal relationship. Today, after we receive the final
dismissal blessing from this Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, we each should gaze above
the portal and see the magnificent presence of God, knowing we each are sent forth
to proclaim the Gospel by our lives.

Thanks be to God.

Scene center
Scene left
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Jesus saves Peter in the storm

Matthew 14:25-33
Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and
caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith,
why did you doubt?”
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Genesis 6:14-22
Noah complied; he did just as God had
commanded him.

Revelation 7:14-17 + Diary of St. Faustina
“For the Lamb who is in the center of the throne
will shepherd them... ” – “My hand is reluctant to
take hold of the sword of justice.” (Diary1588).
Scene upper center

Scene center left

Noah trusts and complied with God

Jesus, Son of Justice,on the throne
preparing to take the sword of justice
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Seven Angels, trumpets & bowls

Revelation 8:2, 9,10, 11:15 - 16:1-17
“And I saw that the seven angels who stood
before God were given seven trumpets.”

Scene center right
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Jesus asleep in the boat during
the storm
Matthew 8:24
“...the boat was being swamped by waves;
but he was asleep.”

Scene pillars left & right
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Scene right

Jesus at the well with the
woman
F Samaritan
John 4:1-30
“Give me a drink.” “...but whoever drinks the
water I shall give will never thirst;”

Alpha and the Omega & lillies

Revelation 21:6-8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” the beginning
and the end.” — lillies - a symbol of
the Resurrection.
Scene bottom center
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Redemption & Salvation message
Revelation 21:1-5
The one who sat on the throne said,
“Behold, I make all things new.”

