St. Benedict the Abbot

From a Parochial Vicar’s Desk

5 - Fifth Important Lesson—
Giving When it Counts
Many years ago, when I worked as a volunteer at a
hospital, I got to know a little girl named Liz, who
was suffering from a rare & serious disease. Her only
chance of recovery appeared to be a blood
transfusion from her 5-year old brother, who had
miraculously survived the same disease and had
developed the antibodies needed to combat the
illness. The doctor explained the situation to her
little brother, and asked the little boy if he would be
willing to give his blood to his sister.
I saw him hesitate for only a moment before taking a
deep breath and saying, “Yes, I’ll do it if it will save
her.” As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed
next to his sister and smiled, as we all did, seeing the
color returning to her cheek. Then his face grew pale
and his smile faded.
He looked up at the doctor and asked with a
trembling voice, “Will I start to die, right away?”
Being young, the little boy had misunderstood the
doctor; he thought he was going to have to give his
sister all of his blood in order to save her.
True love!
Sincerely, —fr.t.

Steeler Raffle Sales
Beginning July 21 and through August 5, members of
Ben’s Men will be offering raffle tickets for the
upcoming 2018 Steeler Season, after all weekend
Masses. The prize is four (4) season tickets—four (4)
for each home game—plus $1000 and a parking pass
for each game. Cost is $20 per chance. Proceeds
benefit youth scholarships awarded to Parish teens,
and other charitable outreach. The winner will be
selected Sunday evening, August 5. Please support
the raffle, and go Steelers!

McMurray, PA

Mass Intentions: July 29—Aug 5
Sunday, July 29—Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00 pm (Saturday Vigil) Tom Pochatko
(Wife, Nancy)
7:30 am Andrew & Anna Turchick
(Mr. & Mrs. Ted Turchick)
10:00 am 5oth Wedding Anniversary of
Jack & Dee Dee Ruggerio
12:30 pm Thomas “Tim” Miller (W ife, Nan cy)
Monday, July 30—Weekday
8:30 am John C. Clunk (Lil & B ob Ch ester )
Tuesday, July 31—St. Ignatius of Loyola
6:30 am Peter Walsh (An n a Mar ie Rh ein gr over )
8:30 am Edward Horne (Th e Dasta Fam ily)
Wednesday, August 1—St. Alphonsus Liguouri
6:30 am Robert Kahl (Th e Ma len ich Fam ily)
8:30 am Robert Kness (Fam ily)
9:30 am Mass at St. Isaac Jogues
Thursday, August 2—Weekday
6:30 am Scott Hanlon
(Wayne, Lisa, Jordan, Brenden & Tyler Dollard)
8:30 am Bernard J. McGroder III
(Cousin, Agnes Seltmann)
Friday, August 3—Weekday
8:30 am Nina Mastroddi (McK osky Fam ily)
1:45 pm Manor Care: Mechael Serrino
(Chabrier, Lorenzo & Donivan Families)

Saturday, August 4—St. John Vianney
8:30 am Betty Wolfe (Ellie Puska r ich )
5:00 pm (Vigil) Frank Kiefer (w ife, Jo An n )
Sunday, August 5—Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am Barbara Serrino (Jer r y Ser r in o)
10:00 am David P. Wenslovas (W en slovas Fam ily)
12:30 pm 40th Wedding Anniversary of
Bill & Lilly Kauffman
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week in memory
of Harry Wagner requested by Kay & Dan Bayer.
The Bread & Wine are in memory of
The Deceased Members of the Hoffmann Family
requested by Al & Sandra.

The Flowers are in memory of Frank Kiefer
requested by wife, Jo Ann.

Baptism Preparation Class
A Baptism Preparation session is required
for parents seeking the Sacrament for
their child. The next Baptism class is
scheduled for Sunday, August 12 at
11:15 am in Room 207. Please sign up
for this class by contacting the parish office at
724-941-9406 ext. 100 or by email at
office@sbapeters.org.

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastoral Staff

To reach a staff member, dial 724-941-9406, and then
the extension number listed.
Diane Higgins/Jennifer Gaudlip, Parish Secretaries—100
Email: office@sbapeters.org
Maxine Borchick, Business Manager—114
Email: maxineb@sbapeters.org
Carol Dolinar, Bulletin Editor—315
Email: bulletin@sbapeters.org
Tom Franzak, Director of Music Ministries—108
Email: tomf@sbapeters.org
Dennis Gehrlein, Pastoral Associate—109
Email: dennisg@sbapeters.org
Mary Jane Jurofcik, Safe Environment Admin.—305
Email: maryjanej@sbapeters.org
Lora Reardon, Facilities Scheduler—107
Email: scheduler@sbapeters.org
Kevin Wolford, Maintenance Supervisor—105
Email: kevinw@sbapeters.org
Formation Offices: 724-941-9587
Faith Formation
Email: faithformation@sbapeters.org
Beth Jesserer, Director of Religious Education—113
Email: bethj@sbapeters.org
Cathy Malencia, Formation and Outreach Manager—110
Email: cathym@sbapeters.org
Lora Reardon, Administrative Coordinator—107
Email: lorar@sbapeters.org
St. Benedict Preschool
Rene Sherwin, Director—724-941-5473
Email: stbps05@yahoo.com

Readings for the Week of July 29
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Next Sunday:

2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18/
Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15
Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 /Mt 13:31-35
Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/
Mt 13:36-43
Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18/
Mt 13:44-46
Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab/
Mt 13:47-53
Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14/Mt 13:54-58
Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34/
Mt 14:1-12
Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54/
Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35

Collections—July 21/22
Offertory Collection
Parish Share
Debt Reduction

$
$
$

21,838
855
285

Paid on Loan in June
Debt Balance as of June 30

$
$

8,736
273,720
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August Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration will take place
Thursday, August 2 from 9:00 am to
10:00 pm in the chapel. All are welcome
to come and spend some time in prayer
before the presence of the Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament.

Join Us for Ben’s Men’s
Rosary and Refreshments
Ben’s Men and all men of the parish are invited to
gather at 7:00 pm around the “I Am the Resurrection
and the Life Statue alongside of the church on
August 13 for the recitation of the rosary. We
encourage you to bring a date to this session, so
invite your wife or girlfriend to come along. If it is
raining, we will move indoors, so don’t let bad
weather deter you.
Following the rosary, we will proceed to the Pope
Benedict Center where light appetizers including
cheese, crackers, meats and veggies will be provided
along with a sampling of wines for you to taste. This
year the host winery will be PK Winery from
McDonald, PA. Mike and Tammy will share the
flavors and aromas of their wines and explain the
operation of their winery. Come and enjoy a relaxing
evening of prayer, refreshments, and fellowship. If
you are planning to attend, please RSVP by email to
gaadams54@gmail.com, or by calling Greg at
717-683-0928. You may also reply on The City. Your
timely response is very important. We want to make
sure that there is enough wine for everyone and
other beverages for those that don’t drink wine.
When you reply, indicate if you are coming alone or
bringing a date.

Rest In Peace
Please remember in your prayers
 Shirley Jacobs
 Richard Breier, father of Douglas Breier
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace.

Building Fund Donation
In Memory of Joseph Orient & Johanna Buri
by Jay and Dolores Jarrell

St. Benedict the Abbot

Mandated Reporter Training Class
Scheduled
St. Benedict the Abbot
Saturday, August 25, 10 am to 1 pm
O’Brien Hall
You must register - no walk-ins
To register
Go to diopitt.org.
Click on Protection of Children.
Scroll to Parish Volunteer.
Scroll down to Mandated Reporter Training and
click on Live Class.
Once you click on St. Benedict, go to the bottom
of the page and click on submit.
You will then type your name, email, parish, and
ministry.
Then, click submit to register.
If you cannot attend a class in person, you can
also take the class online by clicking Online Class.
If you do not have a computer, call Mary Jane
Jurofcik at 742-941-9406, ext. 305 and she will
register you. The class fills up quickly, register soon.

McMurray, PA

Family Promise Needs Your Help!
Many hands are needed for this Homeless Family
Ministry. St Benedict the Abbot is hosting at John
McMillan Church on Clifton Road, just three miles
from here. We need Drivers, Overnights, Meals and
Hospitality volunteers for August 12—19.
Drivers are needed at 4:00 pm or 6:00 am. Please
call Bill Wanninger at 724-350-4214 or email him at
wlwanninger@gmail.com.
Overnight help is needed from 8:30 pm—6:00 am.
Please call Blaise Hollot at 724-747-3301 or email
him at blazer56@gmail.com.
Meals are needed for 5:30 pm—6:30 pm. Please call
Mary Spinabelli at 724-942-2478 or email her at
pchefmary@hotmail.com.
Hospitality help is needed from 6:30 pm—8:30 pm.
Please call Patty Ross at 412-973-9090 or email her
at pattyross133@gmail.com.
We hosted in May and had 4 families 5 adults and 11
children. They were so grateful for all the hospitality.
Please, pray for these families!
Volunteers must be compliant with our Safe
Environment Policy.

Protecting God’s Children Class
Saturday, August 11
9:00 am to 12:00 noon
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Finley Hall
Please call Mary Jane to register at 724-344-2444 or
email her at maryjanej@sbapeters.org.
Handicap accessible.

In Need of Help?
Many families contacting the St. Vincent de Paul
Conference serving St Benedict, St Francis and St.
Isaac Jogues, in their wildest imaginations, thought
they would need “charity”. These families are asking
for help, and the trend will continue during these
uncertain times. Help can be in the form of rent/
mortgage, food, utility bills, clothing, medical care,
transportation, etc. Our St. Vincent de Paul
Conference is poised to provide short-term
emergency assistance, for a wide range of situations,
on a case-by-case basis. Our assistance is discreet
and confidential, and our clients are treated with the
utmost dignity.
Anyone in our parish grouping of On Mission for The
Church Alive requesting help can begin the process
by calling the St. Benedict office at 724-941-9406,
ext. 142. Please provide your name, address, phone
number and a brief message of your requested help.
Someone from St. Vincent de Paul will call you
within 24 hours.

Garage Sale Important Information!
The annual Women of St. Benedict Garage Sale will
be Thursday, August 16 and Friday, August 17 from
9 am to 6 pm and Saturday, August 18 from 9 am to
12 pm. Indoor/outdoor household items, home
decor, small furniture, pictures, crafts, adult/
children’s clothing, bed/bath linens, jewelry, books,
toys, games, tools, holiday decorations and live
plants are wanted. We will accept these items
beginning Sunday, August 12 from 8 am to 3 pm and
on Monday, August 13 to Wednesday, August 15 from
9 am to 6 pm. Please bring your items to the rear
door near the kitchen area of Pope Benedict Activity
Center. Look for the drop off signs. Unfortunately,
we can not accept large furniture, exercise
equipment, encyclopedias, car seats, computers, old
televisions, florescent lights and paint. This year’s
sale will be in O’Brien Hall AND Pope Benedict
Activity Center. There will be food available for
customers to purchase. For all of this to operate,
volunteers are needed. We welcome both women
and men volunteers to help not only on sale days but
also on preceding days to organize and price items.
All adult volunteers must have clearances (Diocesan
Safe Environment Policy). If you are not sure of your
status or have any questions, please call Mary Jane
Jurofcik (Safe Environment Administrator) at
724-941-9406 ext. 305. For any other questions call
Rita Milavec at724-941-8529 or JoDee Hartmann at
724-941-8349.

Faith Formation Models for 2018—2019
The curriculum series used for all three models is “Alive in Christ” by Our Sunday Visitor. It utilizes a
layered approach to religious education; that is, the eight catechetical themes are presented every year
on increasingly higher levels that are age-appropriate.

Traditional Classroom Model
This is the classroom based model that offers Catechist led learning of the faith. The curriculum has 21 faith lessons
that are scheduled from September through April.
Approximately three classes a month.
 When a child misses a session it is the parents’ responsibility to cover the missed lesson at home.
 During the year, each grade level will have a parent participation lesson where at least one parent/guardian is
invited in to the classroom to share the learning experience with your child. (Required)
 Parents are expected to attend the beginning of the year informational meeting, and help in the classroom if
needed; act as substitute catechists if possible.
Sunday K—6
Sunday K—6
Tuesday K—6
Wednesday 7 & 8

Session 1
Session 2
Session 3
Session

8:40 am—9:50 am
11:10 am—12:20 pm
6:00 pm—7:15 pm
6:00 pm—7:15 pm

Family Catechesis Model—”Families Alive in Christ”
This model offers a total family approach to catechesis and is designed for a family to grow in their faith together. The
curriculum is 21 faith lessons from October through April.
 The program requires families to attend one On-site Faith Learning Session per month, complete two
At Home Faith Sessions per month and attend the yearly grade specific “Parent/Child Participation Lesson”.
On-site Faith Learning Sessions will include:
Gather—For a meal, prayer & large group topic presentation.
Invite—Encounter God in His Word by breaking out into age-specific lessons.
Discover—Learning for children and adults continues with a lesson or activity based in the monthly faith theme.
Share—Families gather again into a large group for discussion and sharing of faith.
At Home Faith Sessions will include: - Materials provided for families to continue the faith learning at home and
families are required to complete the two lessons before the next monthly session.
The Family Catechesis sessions are held one Sunday per month from 11:00 am—1:00 pm.

Homeschool Model
The Homeschool model offers home based learning with the Parent as the primary teacher of the faith. The curriculum
has 21 faith lessons which are completed at home at the parents’ discretion. (One lesson per week is preferable.)
The homeschool model includes an on-line component where chapter tests are submitted. The “Alive in Christ”
website also offers home session plans, chapter review tests, and games and puzzles for each grade level. Parents and
children are required to attend the grade specific “Parent Participation Lesson” (you will receive a notice of dates).
Families are encouraged to attend the parish events throughout the year; Visit to Bethlehem, Mardi Gras, Vacation
Bible School, Stations of the Cross, Adoration…
** Second graders who will be receiving First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion may choose the Traditional
model or Family Catechesis model. (Homeschool is not an option)

Registration forms for all models are available online or outside the faith formation office.

2018 Vacation Bible School hit St. Benedict the Abbot Church with a splash!
It was a great week that offered our young parishioners the opportunity to EXPLORE, LEARN
and PLAY as they came to understand that Jesus rescues us every day! Volunteers transformed
the parish education building into a “Deserted Tropical Island” for our campers. Throughout the
week the children celebrated that Jesus’ love can get them through anything! Breaking open the
Bible stories campers and counselors were reminded that “the Bible is the story of God’s
relationship with the people he has called to himself. It is in the Bible where God teaches us the
truths that we need for the sake of our salvation.” Campers were able to see firsthand that Jesus
has given each of us all that we need to handle any challenge we might face, and that His loves is
always with us.
Our
campers had a chance to experiment and play in our “Exploration Station” as
they created erupting volcanoes and an ocean in a bottle. They even learned a little about first aid
while creating band aid kits for the homeless in our area. About 30 adults lent their support by
singing, teaching and crafting their way into the hearts of the 169 campers who attended
. With enthusiasm and endless energy they served snacks, played games, and
led classroom activities. Vacation Bible School at St. Benedict could not happen without their
generosity and willingness to serve. We can’t thank them enough.
We’d like to also thank our Music Minister, Tom Franzak, for once again inviting the campers to
sing their songs at the 5:00 pm Saturday evening Vigil Mass. Thirty children shared with the
congregation their version of “Soon and Very Soon”.
As is our tradition, the 5th and 6th grade students in our VBS program had the opportunity to take
Jesus’ love into the community when they spent the morning at local Senior Care Centers. Staff
and residents at Paramount, Manor Care, Country Meadows and Broadmoor Assisted Living
welcomed them as they played games, created crafts and shared life stories. While spending a
morning at Peterswood Park, their service work was all about clean-up and they learned about
the “burden of being weighed down by sin” as they took turns carrying a heavy load.
Once again this year we were blessed to have many talented teens give their time and talent to
ensure the success of this wonderful summer ministry. Seventy (70) middle school and high
school counselors assumed leadership roles as they assisted in the classrooms, led and taught
songs, coordinated games and accompanied fifth and sixth graders on their outings. In addition,
a special thank you to the students and parents who spent the weeks leading up to VBS drawing,
painting, tracing, cutting and sorting as they transformed our education building into an island
for learning about God’s love for us. We are grateful for the loving service
of the
counselors!
We look forward to seeing everyone again next year
and encourage and invite parents and parishioners
alike to join in the Vacation Bible School fun at
St. Benedict the Abbot Church!

SAVE THE DATE
ST. BENEDICT THE ABBOT
ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC
WHEN: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2018
WHERE: THE GROUNDS AT ST. BENEDICT THE ABBOT
TIME:
1:30 pm—6:00 pm
Come and join us for delicious food and fun!
The petting zoo will be back—Come see and feed the baby animals and
ride a pony.
There will be games for all ages, (childrens’ games, bingo, music and
raffles, especially the popular 50/50 raffle).
Don’t get left out. Join your fellow parishioners for a day of family fun.
YOU can help make this a memorable day!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PICNIC WISH LIST
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR ALL AREAS OF THE PICNIC
FROM START TO FINISH.

VOLUNTEERS ARE ASKED TO PREPARE THEIR FAVORITE FOOD SPECIALTY.
On the menu so far we have Italian hot sausage, meatballs, pasta, stuffed shells, Hawaiian pork
and Tex-Mex nachos. Of course, we will have hamburgers, hot dogs, locally grown corn and ice
cream. Our drinks will include: beer, wine, lemonade, iced tea, bottled water and coffee.
Duplicates of any of the above dishes would be most welcome.
AWESOME APPLIANCE RAFFLE—We will once again have this very popular raffle. If you
have any NEW items of any type that would be appropriate for this very special raffle, please
contact Raina Diges at 724-260-0440.
GAMES—If you own or have access to any special games that you would like to share with us
for the day, please contact Steve Ridge at 412-260-7519.
Desserts—We will be asking our wonderful parish bakers to provide desserts for the picnic.
More information regarding baking will be coming as the picnic approaches.
We really need a volunteer to take charge of stuffed cabbages and/or pierogies.
Please call Ellie Puskarich if you are able to help.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TO VOLUNTEER AND TO GET ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND GET
YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED, PLEASE CONTACT:
ELLIE PUSKARICH—724-941-4686—ELLIEPUSKARICH@YAHOO.COM
or
RITA MILAVEC—724-941-8529—RITAJOHN1@VERIZON.NET
All volunteers must be compliant with the Safe Environment Policies.

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

This Week In Our Parish
Sunday, July 29
Abbey Coffee House
Open after 7:30 & 10:00 Mass in PBAC
Monday, July 30
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Eagle Scout Board of Review
Centering Prayer

(210/213)
(Chapel)

Tuesday, July 31
9:00 am

Fitness Ministry—Aerobics

(PBAC)

Wednesday, August 1

9:00 am
12:00 pm
6:30 pm

Fitness Ministry—Aerobics
AA
Confession

(PBAC)
(204/206)
(Church)

Thursday, August 2
9:00 am
12:00 pm
7:30 pm
10:00 pm

Eucharistic Adoration
Narcotics Anonymous
Boy Scout Troop 1313 Meeting
Closing of Eucharistic Adoration

(Chapel)
(208)
(PBAC)
(Chapel)

Friday, August 3
9:00 am

Fitness Ministry—Aerobics

(PBAC)

Saturday, August 4
7:30 am
8:30 am
11:00 am

Catholic Men’s Fellowship
Fitness Ministry—Zumba
Confession

(206)
(OBH)
(Church)

Sunday, August 5
Abbey Coffee House
Open after 7:30 & 10:00 Mass in PBAC

Bingo at St. Francis of Assisi
Join us Tuesday for Bingo in Finley Hall. Jackpot,
Magic Number, “All Nighter Game”, Door Prizes.
Early Birds begin at 7:15 pm, regular games at
7:30 pm. This may be your lucky night!

St. Francis of Assisi Picnic Raffle
Raffle tickets for the $6000 in prizes will be available
before and after all masses at St. Francis of Assisi.
Stop at the Ticket Table to get your tickets. Only
1,000 tickets will be sold. Be sure to get your tickets
early. Donations $10.00.
$500 Sunday, August 19
(Midday & 7 pm)
$500 Monday, August 20
(Midday & 7 pm)
$500 Tuesday, August 21
(Midday & 7 pm)
$500 Wednesday, August 22 (Midday & 7 pm)
$500 Thursday, August 23
(Midday & 7 pm)
$500 Friday, August 24
(Midday & 7 pm)
Winning numbers are based on the first official
Midday & 7 pm Lottery Pick 3 number drawn on the
above dates. There are two chances to win each day.
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To Get Involved, Call...
Abbey Coffee House
Ellie Puskarich
724-941-4686
Abbey Players
Lorra Brannen
724-825-8753
Altar Servers
Tracy Dabkowski
724-969-4108
Bowling League
Ken Hartenbach
724-941-0932
Boy Scouts
Kevin Dolinar
724-942-0388
Cantors, Choirs,
Bell Ringers
Tom Franzak
724-941-9406, ext. 108
Catholic Men’s Fellowship
Ed Corbett
724-942-6429
Catholic Scripture Study
Bob Winters
724-334-6975
Centering Prayer
Dennis Gehrlein
724-941-9406, ext. 109
Children’s Liturgy
of the Word
Faith Formation
724-941-9587, ext. 107
ChristLife
Scott McKinney
412-913-8772
Cub Scouts
Anthony Lingis
412-841-2060
Elijah Cup
Carlotta & Tony Zuback
724-941-5758
Engaged Couples’ Program
Ed & Mary Lou Fraticelli
724-941-4230
Eucharistic Adoration
Mary Ann Campbell
724-941-4297
Extraordinary Ministers
Mary Spinabelli
724-942-2478
Family Promise
Mary Spinabelli
724-942-2478
Finance Council
Jack Ellsworth
724-969-0899
Fitness Ministry
Cindy Peterson—Aerobics
724-825-8880
Holly Hanna—Zumba
412-328-4461
Food Bank
Susan Brooks
724-942-4287
Funeral Repast
Mary Kay Schaner
724-941-5147

Funeral Servers
Jack Curran
724-743-3963
Greeters
Erma Grego
412-217-6806
Pam Slomiany
412-551-8039
Ladies of Charity
Ann Hayes
724-941-1585
Lectors
Jack Ellsworth
724-969-0899
Meal Ministry
Donna Waigand
724-942-4723
Men’s Emmaus
Ed Corbett
412-302-1658
Military Support
Jami Christopher
724-747-9396
Ministry to the Sick
Dennis Gerhlein
724-941-9406, ext. 109
Pastoral Council
Mike Kita
412-217-8527
Respect Life Committee
Beth Quinn
724-942-1057
St. Benedict Gardeners
Betty Abrew
724-941-4696
Marsha LaCamera
724-941-3376
St. Benedict the Abbot
Men’s Club
Greg Adams
717-683-0928
Joe Hareza
724-263-2481
St. Vincent de Paul
724-941-9406, ext. 142
Ushers
Andy Schmeltzer
724-941-4773
Wedding Coordinators
Nancy Huffner
724-941-6805
Mary Stewart
724-941-7896
Welcoming Ministry
Josh & Cindy Peterson
724-825-8880
Women’s Emmaus
Pam Slomiany
412-551-8039
Women of St. Benedict
Mary Ann Cunningham
724-941-5225
Women of St. Scholastica
Jennie Trapanotto
724-969-0115

