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V. Rev. William J. Turner, PhD, KCHS, Pastor 

Thomas Franklin, Deacon 

D. Michael Martin, Deacon 

Wayne Slomiany, Deacon  

 

Office Secretary  

Beth Wenzel 

Parish Business manager 

Elizabeth Ewald 

Religious Education Office  

Marita Martin, L.E.M; D.R.E.     475-8164 

Secretary: Jenny Haroney  

Youth Ministry Office 

 Ryan Houle                                 475-3250 
Music Minister 

Steve Hinz                                    475-7561 

Parish Nurse    

Kathy Payne, R.N.                       475-1497 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 9:00AM - 5:00PM 

 

Sunday Masses:  

Saturday 4:30 PM 

Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00AM 

Confessions: 

Saturday, 12:00-1:00 PM 

Eucharistic Exposition 

Thursday, 9:00AM - Friday, 9:00AM 
Extended to Sat. 9 AM on first Saturday, 
and until 7 PM Friday in Lent 
Mass at St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Hospital 
Wednesday, 4:00PM when permitted. 
Baptisms: 2nd Sunday of the month by 
appointment 
Marriage: arrangements to be made nine 
months in advance, please call the office 
before setting the date. 
 
Franciscan Sisters       475-9005 

This upcoming Lent can be a time of petition to the Father to bring an end to 
those suffering from the effects of the Pandemic. Living in constant fear is open-
ing us even more to the values of the world, as opposed to the hope and trust we 
must have in our trust relationship with God. It is time to do all we can to end 
and mend the brokenness that Covid has created. 

Our Lenten observance begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2 with Services at 
8:00 AM and 7:00 PM. During Lent the Tuesday Mass will be at 7:00 PM. The 
Eucharist is exposed in the Chapel From Thursday after the morning Mass until 
Benediction and the Stations of the Cross Friday night at 7:00 PM. 

Our Lenten Alms in the Second Collection will be sent to the Holy Land in sup-
port of the Christians there.  

Fish Dinners will be offered each Friday from 5:00-7:00 PM. We decided not to 
have a dine-in this year, only Take Away again this year, but all things seem to 
point to a return to dine in next year! 

Please continue your prayers for those preparing for reception into the Church 
at the Easter Vigil. All Holy Week and Easter Schedules are found on the back 
page of this newsletter. 

The Spirit of Lent is found in prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We return our 
hearts back to God as we prepare to celebrate the mysteries of our salvation in the 
suffering, death and Resurrection of Jesus. 

We are hosting a trip to the Holy Land June 13-22. It is safe, and Israel has tak-
en Covid prevention seriously. Pilgrims are again returning to the Holy Sites and 
our friends there eagerly await our visit. We have joined with St. James Church in 
Mason to gather enough pilgrims to organize the pilgrimage. 

Our diocese is in process over the next three years to join our parishes into fami-
lies. We are joining as of July 1 into such a family with St. Joseph, Dexter. We 
have met already with staff and ministries to plan how we will function together 
with greater stewardship of resources. This process will take a few years to form, 
and prepares for a time when there will be less priests and a need for more shar-
ing of resources so both churches will have outreach and be able to serve you bet-
ter. Keep our parishes in your prayers as those goals unfold. 

From Your Canon: 
SERVING OVER  1100 FAMILIES  IN 

OUR 177th YEAR 

May our time of Lent welcome the spring of the Resurrection! 

LENTEN NEWSLETTER 2022 
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The Family Meal Might Save the World Two years ago, on Ash Wednesday, we 
were thrown into a global pandemic and the world began Lent together. Since 

then the toll on our health (physical and mental), our economy, our politics and world has been catastrophic. Some 
people are calling it the apocalypse, others are burying their heads pretending nothing is happening, others are look-
ing to blame anyone they can and move on. But the fact remains, something is happening. Despite that, the Lord is in 
control and providing solutions. As is always the case with things from God, the solutions start small - they start with 
us. God is calling us to return to all things good. To things that are of Him - prayer, family, honest work, parish com-
munity, and service to our fellow man. And there is no greater place to do all those things - than the family table. At 
the table, we pray over the work of our hands. We pray over our family. We serve each other and we nourish our bod-
ies for service outside our homes. Ultimately the Eucharist is the perfection of the family meal - sacrifice and love with 
God and His family (our family) around the table. This Lent, return to the family table. Invite people over. Plan inten-
tional meals. Share your hearts. Laugh and love. It might just pull us out of this mess. To help, there is an amazing 
new type of Catholic cookbook. A book combining 75 wonderful recipes developed for the season by an award-
winning chef and former Swiss Guard alongside theological reflections from renowned theologian, Dr. Scott Hahn. 
Chef Geisser offers a uniquely Catholic way of celebrating the Lenten season in your home each year through recipes 
that help you live the fasts and feasts of life and Dr. Hahn guides you on how to practice a holy Lent that will enable 
you to return your focus to Christ. This Lent, set aside the worries of the world around the table and join Christ 
through family, work and love. The Lenten Cookbook Over 200 pages of beautiful photos, recipes, and spiritual re-
flections. It includes scores of meatless dishes that are both simple and savory with nearly 50 pages of exclusive con-
tent from Scott Hahn on the Lenten season and over a dozen meals ideally suited for those pursuing a rigorous Lent. 
Plus much more! Full Color Hardcover $29.95 Go to Catholic store if you would like to order a copy. And if not still 
take this Lent as a time to gather with family and friends around the table to share faith, food, and fun.  

Religious Education  

Lent has been compared to springtime.  A wise woman in our parish said that spring, 
in addition to its beauty and warmth,  is also a time of mud, of churning up, of the 

occasional tornado, flood or late frost.  

 We experience Lent through changes in the liturgy. Beginning with Ash Wednesday, a day of resetting our priorities, we 
are reminded forcefully that we are made from dust, and to dust we will return. We are in that dash period on our even-
tual tombstone, the time between our dates of birth and death, make the most of this time. 
 We do not sing the Gloria or the word “Alleluia” until the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday Night. Purple-violet vestments 
denote a time of introspection and preparation for Easter, for recognizing the centrality of the paschal mystery in our 
lives. The baptismal font is emptied, reminiscent of Jesus’ 40 days in the desert. 
  Our Sunday gospel readings take us from the Temptation of Jesus to his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, followed by 
his  trial, sentencing and death by crucifixion. 
 Then, we celebrate the Triduum. We begin on Holy Thursday, where we celebrate the institution of the Holy Eucharist, 
but the church first focuses on the story of the washing of feet, rather than the story of Jesus gathering with his disciples, 
saying “Take and eat, for this is my body.” The second part of  this liturgy is the Good Friday portion, where again we 
hear the story of Jesus’ Passion. The glorious conclusion to this single liturgy is the Easter Vigil, when the newly baptized 
and our other new members are received into the church, and they receive Jesus in Holy Communion for the first time. 
 Let’s get back to that “springtime” observation. One person, when asked what he was going to “give up for Lent” replied: 
“I’m just giving up, period.” Fasting and abstaining, done just to fast and abstain may give us bragging rights, but little 
else, and he thought that the bragging rights weren’t worth the trouble. 
 In fact, the Gospel for Ash Wednesday reminds us to give alms in secret, and when we fast, we should dress up, look 
good and be happy, so that nobody suspects what we’re up to. Giving alms, whether it is money, or even more precious, 
giving our time, and fasting, not just from food, but from whatever gets between us and the Lord, is more what the 
church has in mind.   
 But what about the mud, the late frost, the tornados? Whenever we begin to grow closer to the Lord, the serpent’s hiss 
can seem to drown out our prayer and that snake can find ways to chill us, to try to quench the fire of Love which the 
Holy Spirit has kindled within us. Sometimes, there is this tornadic fury blowing about in our lives, tearing us from our 
moorings, and like Jesus on the Cross, it seems that our cries to our Father in heaven fall on deaf ears. God is neither 
deaf nor silent. Rather, God hears us through our brothers and sisters in Christ, and through them comes the consola-
tion of the Holy Spirit, to strengthen, comfort and walk with us from our own cross to the promise of Easter. 

Liturgy Corner 
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“Do not withhold good from those 
to whom it is due, when it is in your 
power to do it." Proverbs 3:27 The 
St. Mary Meal Ministry brings a 
month's worth of meals to families 
with new babies. Join dozens of oth-

er parishioners by signing up for the meal ministry 
email list. You will receive a notification each time 
we have a new family to support, and at that point, 
you can discern if you are able to sign up for a slot. 
If you cannot at that time, then simply wait for the 
next notification. Being open to the possibility of 
service is such a blessing to our parish's growing 
families. Please email hines.jenna@gmail.com to be 
added to the list. 

"And let us consider how to stir up 
one another to love and good works, 
not neglecting to meet together..." 
Hebrews 10: 24-25 The St. Mary pray-
er group is open to all women (18+) 

in the parish. We meet the first Tuesday of each month 
from 7-8:30pm to study the Bible, discuss vocations, 
pray for one another's intentions, and enjoy fellowship. 
Email Jenna Hines (hines.jenna@gmail.com) for infor-
mation and directions. 

Women’s  

Prayer  

Group 

Rosary Opportunities for Everyone 
The Rosary is a Spiritual Sword of Our Lady. 
Catholics are urged to use this spiritual weap-
on to defeat the enemies of Christ and be a 
warrior for truth. When 2 or more gather the 
graces are even more powerful. 
Weekdays after the 9am Mass, Thursdays at 
6:30pm during Adoration in the Adoration 
Chapel, 3:45pm on Saturdays before the 4:30 
Mass, 7:30am on Sundays before the 8am 
Mass. 

The Knights will host a Bingo Night: 
February 25th, 2022. Start time will be 
5 PM and closing time will be when the 
players leave or 11:00 PM. 
 

The Knights will hold a membership 
drive following all Masses on the week-

end of March 12th and 13th, stop by our tables, after 
Mass, in the gathering space for general and membership 
information. 
 

On March 20th, following the 10 AM Mass, the Knights 
will hold a degree ceremony for new Knights and their 
families. All Knights are encouraged to attend. All parish-
ioners are welcome to attend and observe the degree cere-
mony.    
 

The Fish Fry returns. The first 
fry is Friday, March 4th, and it 
will be Take-Out only. The 
meal will consist of: Fried Fish, 
French Fries, Ketchup, Cole-
slaw, Tartar Sauce, Roll, Butter/
Margarine, and a Cookie.  We 
begin serving at 5 PM and we 
stop serving at 7 PM. You can 

pre-order your meals at our website: kofc3092.com. This 
will become activated for the fish fry beginning February 
21st. If you would like to volunteer, please e-mail me at 
veliemd@sbcglobal.net or call the office at (734)-475-7561. 
 
Apologies in advance, but the cost of the meal will in-
crease to $13.00, because the cost of fish has increased 50 
% and the price of frying oil has also significantly in-
creased. 

St. Mary is excited to hold it’s first, Easter Egg Hunt!!! 
Saturday, April 9th, at 11am, open to kids of all ages in 
our St. Mary Family. Bring your baskets and running 
shoes, to look for religious toy filled eggs in the St. Mary 
Field.  

If you’ve recently made 
a change to your 
phone number, email 
or mailing address, 
we’d love to know 
about it! You can call 
the office with any 
changes, 734-475-
7561, or email Beth 

Wenzel at bwenzel@stmarychelsea.org. Thank you!  

If you would like to add someone to 
the Prayer Chain, Prayers of the Faith-
ful, or added to the Prayer List in the 
bulletin, please call the office 734-475-
7561 or email Beth Wenzel at bwen-
zel@stmarychelsea.org 

mailto:hines.jenna@gmail.com
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Lenten Eucharistic Adoration---
A Precious Time to “BE” with 
the Lord. The Lord wants to 
approach you in a spiritual audi-
ence. We have this precious op-

portunity to BE with the Lord in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Come join us in the St. Mary Church to BE with  
Jesus. 
Lenten Adoration: (begins March 3rd) 
Thursdays and Fridays every week for 33 hours will be 
after the 9 a.m. Mass until Friday evening at 7 p.m. just 
prior to the Stations of the Cross. 
33 Hours of Adoration: March 3/4, March10/11, 
March 17/18, March 24/25, and April 7/8. 
48 Hours of Adoration: March 31, April 1 & 2 will be 
after the 9 a.m. Mass on Thursday until Saturday before 
the 9 a.m. Mass.  
Consider making this commitment for an hour during 
this Lent. There are 168 hours in a week. Can you find 
1 hour to sit and “BE” with the Lord. “Could you not 
watch one hour?” Mark 14:37 
Contact Anne Green 734-562-2667 for more infor-
mation or call the office. 

Wednesday Women’s Bible 
Study is currently studying The 
Gospel and Epistles of John via 

zoom. We will continue to do so until it is deemed safe to 
gather. Contact the office for more information. 

Hello St. Mary parishioners! 
Please join us in supporting the upcoming life affirming 
events: 
The 40 Days for Life Campaign will start on Ash Wednes-
day, March 2 and run through Palm Sunday, April 10 with 
a Kickoff Rally taking place on Sunday, February 27 at 
2:00 p.m. The Keynote speaker will be Dr. Monica Miller. 
We ask that you pray for the success of the campaign. If 
you are interested in signing up to pray peacefully outside 
Planned Parenthood, the vigil hours during the campaign 
are from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. For more information, 
please contact Eileen Augustine at eileenaaugus-
tine@gmail.com or 734-475-5803. 
The Baby Bottle Boomerang will be coming up in March. 
Please look for the dates in an upcoming bulletin. The 
donations from this fundraiser go directly to Family Life 
Services of Washtenaw County. Family Life Services is a 
donation and volunteer-based pregnancy resource center 
that has served the greater Washtenaw County area for 37 
years. They accept no federal or state funding. Donations 
given through this fundraiser are a significant support for 
their programs. FLS empowers women to make life-
affirming choices by providing free: pregnancy testing, ul-
trasounds, material assistance, options counseling, abor-
tion recovery, referrals for community services, prenatal 
vitamins, parenting education classes, miscarriage support, 
and a scripture-based peer sharing group. 
The Mother’s Day Rose Sale will be on Mother’s Day 
weekend, May 7-8. All proceeds will go toward Life affirm-
ing charities and events. 
We ask that you please join us in praying for the conver-
sion of hearts so that all life will be seen as precious from 
the moment of conception until natural death. 
The RLC continues to meet monthly on the third Sunday 
of the month from September through June. We would 
love to welcome new members and new ideas at any time 
to further this St. Mary Catholic Church Life affirming 
ministry. Please feel free to contact Eileen Augustine at the 
information previously shared above. 
May you all have a Lenten season filled with God’s bless-
ings and be drawn closer in relationship to our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 
~The St. Mary Respect Life Commission 

O u r  j o u r n e y 
through Lent in-
cludes a time that 

we seek the Lord in prayer by reading Sacred Scripture. 
Increase the depths of your Lenten prayers by being in-
volved in our Music Ministry. Our doors are always open 
to new participants, but maybe a short visit during Lent 
could provide you with an opportunity to come see what 
we’re all about without a long-term commitment. Build-
ing our faith through the review of sacred songs and 
hymns and their connection to the scriptures allows us 
to reflect more deeply on the upcoming Sunday Read-
ings. And … performing music in community simply 
leads to greater happiness.  
The St. Mary Choir, intended for high school students 
through adults. Meets every Wednesday at 7 pm in the 
church. Jubilate, the Youth Choir of St. Mary for 2nd 
through 8th Graders, meets every other Sunday after the 
10 am Mass. No experience required. 
Besides building our groups of singers, we’re looking to 
build our ministry with instrumentalists in the Easter 
season. If you play trumpet, guitar, clarinet, bass, percus-
sion, flute, violin, piano, or other instruments, please 
reach out and talk to one of our members. 
So as you look for a true inner conversion of heart as 
you seek to follow Christ's will more faithfully, consider 
how your involvement in music ministry could help you 
on that journey. 

Music Ministry 

Thank you for your continued prayers for Sr. Ann! 
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FAITH IN FLINT 
In May of 2015, the Diocese of Lansing created a pro-
gram to draw the diocese's attention to the plight of 
the City of Flint;  a mere 1 hour drive from Chelsea. 
In 2017, our own Deacon Mike Martin was assigned 
to minister to the brokenness and despair within the 
citizens of the east side of Flint. Deacon Mike spends, 
at least, 4 days a week in Flint. 
Deacon Mike's ministry, our ministry, is both spiritual 
and practical. Spiritually, he and volunteers have start-
ed up an RCIA program, a men's Bible Study, and 
once a month, there is a Eucharistic Procession 
around the block to reclaim the area for Christ. Prac-
tical, there are 6 houses which are tended to by the 
Faith in Flint ministry and others. Of the 6 houses, 5 
of them were donated by families and only 1 was pur-
chased. The houses are in need of various states of 
repair, and donations help to make progress in mak-
ing them safe and warm. 

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much" 

Replaced a circuit board in Lori’s furnace 
and cleared return ducts and replaced 
registers. This is a person on the Eastside, 
who’s son (a parishioner St Mary, Flint) 
called and asked me to repair her furnace 
which had stopped working. We, (St 
Mary, Chelsea) paid for the parts, due to 
her low income.  

Brian helped Deacon Mike repair a dryer 
for a neighbor in Flint. This neighbor had 
just lost her son.  

The Volunteer Respite Caregiver Program of Catholic Social Services of  
Washtenaw seeks volunteers aged 21+ to provide much-needed breaks for care-
givers in Washtenaw County. Volunteers provide one-on-one companionship. 
Visits can last about two hours per week and consist of reminiscing, sharing 

stories, playing games, even watching movies with care recipients. No direct care (bathing, toileting, etc.) is provided by 
volunteers. Caregivers over age 60, or who are caring for someone over 60 who need a volunteer respite caregiver are invit-
ed to participate. Caregivers benefit by having time for self-care or tasks. There is no charge to them for the respite volun-
teer visits. Each home is assessed for safety, and volunteers are trained and background checked. For more information, 
please call 734-971-9781 ext. 511. Volunteer Caregiver Respite (VCR) - Catholic Social Services (csswashtenaw.org) 
 
The Grandparents Raising Grandchildren (GRG) Program of Catholic Social Services of Washtenaw provides support 
and resources for grandparents and other family-member caregivers, age 55 and older, who provide stability for their grand-
children or other relatives under age 18. For Washtenaw County residents, resources and referrals are provided and com-
munity group meetings offer opportunities to meet and connect with others to share joys, concerns, and ideas. Grandpar-
ents and others under age 55 years who are raising relatives are welcome to attend support group meetings and other 
events as they are scheduled. For more information, please call 734-971-9781 ext. 511. Grandparents Raising Grandchil-
dren - Catholic Social Services (csswashtenaw.org) 

Our St. Mary Parish cemetery is Mt. Olivet Cemetery, located on the west side of Freer Road next to 
the railroad tracks in Chelsea. Lots are available to purchase rights of burial. Each grave site cost is 
$750. A grave site can be utilized for 1 full burial and/or 3 cremation burials. To inquire about lots 
please contact Larry Doll at 734-260-1540 or email to: lddoll@gmail.com.  

“Be faithful to the time spent in prayer and make sure that at least half of your prayer is 

spent in silence. This will bring you closer to Jesus. If you deepen your prayer life you will 
grow in holiness and obtain many graces for the souls entrusted to your care. Deepen your 

love for one another by praying for each other and by sharing thoughts and graces you have 
received in prayer and reading.”  

~Mother Teresa 
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April 10-17, 2022 

Palm Sunday—Masses as usual 

Monday of Holy Week—Confession 7:00pm-9:00pm 

Holy Thursday—7:00pm Mass  

(no 9:00am Mass) 

Adoration until Midnight 

Good Friday—12:30pm Outdoor Stations of the Cross  

(weather permitting) 

Service—1:00pm  

On Holy Saturday 

12:00pm Blessing of Food 

8:00pm Easter Vigil Mass  

Easter Sunday—8:00am and 10:00am Masses 

St. Andrew, Saline - Monday, March 28 at 7:00pm 
St. Joseph, Dexter - Tuesday, March 29 at 7:00pm 

St. Mary, Chelsea - Wednesday, March 30 at 7:00pm 
St. Mary, Manchester - Thursday, March 31 at 7:00pm 


