
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  Nelson Mandela 

The Weekly Newsletter of Mr. Courchane, SJE 
January 9, 2019 

Go Forth and Be a Blessing! 
 

Dear Parents and Students: 
 

We are back and getting right to work.  With less than five months to go until 8th grade 
graduation, I hope the 8th graders will take time to savor, to enjoy, or at least to sort of 
appreciate their remaining days at St. John the Evangelist.   
 

Even though it is winter, (not that you would know it by the spring-like weather we 
have been having) the daytimes are getting longer which can only mean one thing; 
JOG is approaching.  In three weeks’ time the process will officially begin with the 8th 
graders selecting their staff mentor.  They will then be given an outline of the entire 
process and work will begin.  I can’t wait to see the finished products. 
 

January is a busy month with several days off.  I have included some important dates 
below but ask you to visit the school website frequently for updates. 
 

Please check your student’s assignment notebook each night if possible.  We are trying 
to reemphasize that routine as compliance with our expectations has grown sporadic 
among some of the students. 
 

Finally, I would like to remind my students lunch time study hall isn’t just a chance to 
get out of the cold.  It is an opportunity to get ahead of homework, ask the supervising 
teacher for assistance with classwork, and generally to be used for academic support.  
Students should not hesitate to ask for help.  As I always say, if they have a question 
about something, there’s a good chance several other students have the same 
question.  As a teacher I do not expect every student to understand everything every 
time right away.  That would be unrealistic.  However, I do expect students to ask for 
help when they need it. 
 

Thank you and have a wonderful weekend. 
  

Important dates to remember in January include: 

• January 10, Sweatshirt Day. 

• January 21, January birthdays dress down day. 

• January 23, early dismissal and conferences. 

• January 24, no school. 

• January 25, open house and spaghetti dinner. 

• January 31, no school 
 

Mr. Courchane 
8th Grade Homeroom    
6/7th and 8th Grade Religion 
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