
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  Nelson Mandela 

The Weekly Newsletter of Mr. Courchane, SJE 
October 31, 2019 

Go Forth and Be a Blessing! 
 

Dear Parents and Students: 
 

Great job 8th graders for unanimously agreeing to be a saint at tomorrow’s mass.  All 
Saints Day helps us remember we are all saints, here to serve the Lord.  It is important 
that the 8th grade continue to be role models for the younger students throughout the 
year.  Whether it is dressing as a saint, being a lector at mass, playing fairly at recess, 
the 8th grade can be the types of students the younger grades will aspire to be. 
 

Congratulations to the winner of the annual Pumpkin Decorating Contest, Arianna 
Smith.  Thank you to all the participants. 
 

Snack continues to be a problem.  Limitations have been put in place and I expect the 
8th grade to abide by them.  Snacks will only be eaten at designated times in my room.  
And although I am willing to grant leeway on what constitutes an appropriate snack, I 
have to say Halloween candy is not appropriate for the classroom as a daily snack. 
 

As I am sure you are aware, the annual Turkey Trot has been cancelled this year.  
Children can be busy with conflicts, and sometimes it is tough to choose what the 
priority should be.  This will vary situation to situation and family to family.  I would just 
encourage students to think ahead and try to avoid conflicts in advance. 
 

Some papers were handed back to students the other day and it was noted they did 
not have a grade on them.  The reason for this is that usually I do not put a grade on 
any paper I might display in the hall.  Grades are the private business of the student 
and her or his family.  Grades for summative assignments in my subjects can be found 
in PowerSchool within a day of an assignment being handed in, or the student can 
always ask how they did. 
  

Important dates in November include: 

• November 1, All Saints Day and VIP Day. 

• November 15, Teacher in-service, no school for students. 

• November 27, early dismissal 

• November 28 & 29, No School, Thanksgiving 
 

Thank You! 

Mr. Courchane 
8th Grade Homeroom    
6/7th and 8th Grade Religion 
Grade 5-8 Science 


