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Go Forth and Be a Blessing! 
 

Dear Parents and Students: 
I hope everyone is enjoying the warm autumn weather.  It still feels like summer out 

there.  This coming Monday we will be celebrating the Feast of the Archangels in our 
gymnasium at 1:30 P.M.  This will be a great even for the students. 

Weather like this can make it hard for students to get into a routine, especially at the 
start of the year, and I have noticed a few issues arising with academics.   

First, the students are very good at keeping track of work for their absent classmates.  
The absent students are good about making up that work.  In general, they have an extra day 
for every day they were out to get the work in.  Time is not always the issue though.  The 
students are also missing the instruction that might make it possible to get that assignment 
done well.  I don’t expect my students to just get an assignment and always be able to do it at 
the highest level.  They need to realize that if they miss a class, they may well have to find time 
to ask that teacher for assistance.  Just turning in work is not useful if it is not quality work that 
demonstrates the objectives have been mastered. 

Quality work is important.  Students should not be satisfied with a two.  Take time and 
know the requirements on each assignment for a three or four.  Then strive for that level.  
Don’t accept poor work.  Redo it when necessary.  Prepare your minds and background 
knowledge for further education be it the next grade or high school. 

Some students find it hard to balance academics with other priorities in life; sports, time 
with friends, hobbies, family, etc.  Talk to each other and see where more time might need to 
spent.  As a teacher I could say academics are always the priority.  As a parent I could say 
family is always the priority.  As a former teen (many many many years ago) there were times I 
probably disagreed with both those positions.  The point is kids are busy people nowadays, 
and instead of being frustrated that “too much is going on” I would rather discuss the issue 
with students and parents and come up with mutually agreeable solutions. 

Finally, in a perfect world, I would like the students to adopt a mindset that sees 
homework as a chance to practice necessary academic skills in a low stress situation.  
However, if it is not “graded” some seem to view it as a waste of time.  Well, sports teams 
practice all the time and don’t keep score until the game.  Academics are similar.  Just because 
an assignment may not go into PowerSchool does not mean it won’t aid in learning.  
 

Thank You! 

Mr. Courchane 
8th Grade Homeroom    
6/7th and 8th Grade Religion 
Grade 5-8 Science 

 
“Continuous effort– not strength or intelligence – is the key to unlocking our potential.”    Winston Churchill 
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