
The Weekly Newsletter of Mr. Courchane, SJE 
January 29, 2021 

Together in God’s Name! 
 

Dear Parents and Students: 
 

This week the 8th grade continues to learn about the atom in physical science.  We are focusing 
on the periodic table and how it helps scientists describe the properties of various elements in 
a universal format all scientists can understand. 
 

There was a fascinating story in the news this past week.  Scientists have discovered a new 
drug that so far shows great promise in treating people with Covid-19.  That is good news.  The 
interesting part to me is that this drug was isolated from a rare sea squirt.  Sea squirts are 
unassuming invertebrates that spend most of their lives attached to an undersea rock. 
 

As we see so many creatures facing extinction, it is important to 
remember each is a vital part of God’s creation, and we never know 
just when one seemingly insignificant organism might turn out to be 
vital from human survival.  Science can help us understand and love 
God’s Earth even better.  Coincidentally as I write this the students are 
learning about St. Thomas Aquinas, who taught there was no conflict between reason and 
faith, and reason and faith both inform our understanding of God’s creation. 
 

Important February Dates 
 
February 1-4 – Catholic Schools Week 
     Monday - Decades Day 
               Tuesday - Class Color Day (Purple for Grade 8) 
               Wednesday - regular uniform day as we attend mass 
               Thursday - Cozy dress day 
February 5, No School Teacher Inservice 
February 12, No School Teacher Inservice 
February 15, Red and White non uniform day. 
 
 

That is all for now.  Remember if you have any questions for me you can always 
reach out via email, mcourchane@sje.school.   
Be safe,  
 

Sincerely,  

Mr. Courchane 
8th Grade Homeroom       
7th/ 8th Grade Religion 

mailto:mcourchane@sje.school


Grade 5-8 Science   


