
The Weekly Newsletter of Mr. Courchane, SJE 
September 11, 2020 

Together in God’s Name! 
 

Dear Parents and Students: 
 
Although we have not yet had a full week of school, I believe the 8th grade is fully engaged in 
this year’s learning process.  Several things are different this year and we all need to be 
adjusting what works and fixing what does not as we go forward. 
 
For example, we are transitioning to Google Classroom.  There, your student can see his or her 
assignments, ask questions, and submit work.  My dream as a science teacher would be to 
make my science classes paper free.  As your student progresses to high school, college, and 
beyond, I believe they will engage with learning almost entirely online and in the cloud.  
Hopefully, this year can be a productive first step on that road. 
 
Also, 8th grade is small in numbers this year, but we will still strive to have a complete 8th grade 
experience.  That began this week with their candle mass (at which they did very well!).  Next 
Monday, they will begin leading Monday morning prayer services, and they will finish in a 
mere nine months with their graduation.  Of course, there is a pandemic going on, so nothing 
is written in stone. 
 
Some key points of emphasis this year are as follow: 

• Safety first.  Wears masks and social distance. 

• It is the 21st Century.  Online learning is here to stay. 

• Learning is a process.  Read feedback and use it to improve an assignment.  No grade is 
final until the report card goes home. 

• 8th graders need to be leaders. 
 

Thank You! 
 

Mr. Courchane 

8th Grade Homeroom      Class of 2021! 

7th/ 8th Grade Religion 
Grade 5-8 Science 
 
“All at once, summer collapsed into fall.”-Oscar Wilde 

       (Yes, they should be six feet apart and wearing masks) 


