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Sacrificial Giving ~ Love without Limits 
(excerpts from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee Stewardship Program) 

Sacrificing for Love 

For most of us, there is no limit to the amount of love we give to 

our children, our parents, our spouses.  As Catholics, we profess 

there is no limit to the love we give to our God.  By proclaiming to 

love God above all, thereby living as intentional disciples following 

the example of His Son, we are called to extend Love without 

Limits, as Jesus did.   

 

Sacrificial giving is an expression of love, not simply because of 

the amount given.  Sacrificial gifts are prayerful, planned and 

proportionate to an individual’s ability to give, made with the 

complete understanding that all we have, including our financial 

resources, is only ours to steward for the benefit of others to 

proclaim the kingdom of God.   

 

When we stop and consider how much to give - how much to 

sacrifice for love of God and our neighbor, we should remember 

what God sacrificed for love of us. 

 

Love & Action 
True love is experienced at a personal level.  We understand the 

love we receive, and the love we give, to our spouses, our children, 

our families and even our friends.  For many Catholics, the love of 

God is also personal as we strive to answer His unique call to each 

of us.  Answering God’s call, however, challenges us to extend love 

outward as far as we possibly can; beyond the people and causes we 

know.   

 

Many people make regular and significant 

sacrifices for those they love such as deferring 

“things” to save for a child’s education or 

leaving a career to care for an aging parent.  

Others spread love outward through mission 

trips and community service.  Through all of 

these acts, and many more, Catholics are 

answering God’s commandment to “Love one 

another.” 
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From the Pastor 

 
“Lord, help us to live the virtue of generosity, to love without limits.”  

This prayer from Pope Francis speaks to the heart of stewardship.  It is 

a simple prayer that calls us to reflect and to act. 

 

We know that God loves us without reservation, without hesitation and 

without conditions.  His love is boundless and everlasting.  We feel this 

love in many ways, some spiritual and others tangible.  From love, God 

blesses each of us with one expectation - that we share these blessings 

out of love for Him and each other.  This is the essence of stewardship; 

feeling God’s love, reflecting it back to Him and sharing it with others. 

 

We are called as disciples to steward the blessings we have each 

received from God, using this bounty for the benefit of all.  I am 

grateful, since the parishioners of St. John’s have been doing just that 

for over 100 years. 

 

Through our willingness to love without limits by supporting our 

parish ministries, the sick and elderly receive the Eucharist in home 

visits, children learn about their faith, and we worship together in times 

of joy and times of sorrow.   

 

There is one simple, inescapable fact; if we all do our part to love 

without limits and support our faith community, our ministries could 

grow beyond our wildest dreams. 

 

May God continue to bless you and the work of our parish.   

 

Continued blessings, 

 

 

 

Fr. Michael Merkt, Pastor 
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History of St. John the Evangelist 
 

On April 26, 1916, Fr. Mark Pakiz, with the blessing of 

Archbishop Sebastian Messmer, purchased a former Jewish 

Synagogue at 4th Ave. and Mineral St. (now 9th St. and Mineral 

St.) for the price of $5,500 and St. John the Evangelist was 

formed.  Until 1929, St. John’s was the mission church of St. 

Mary Help of Christians.  Upon the death of Fr. Pakiz, Rev. 

Wencelaus Solar, O.S.B. and Msgr. August Breig were 

instrumental in dividing the churches into 2 separate parishes.  St. 

John’s grew rapidly and in 1938 built a new rectory and in 1952 

built a new parish hall.  Also in 1952 the Archdiocese entrusted 

St. John’s to the Slovenian Franciscan Fathers from Lemont, IL.  

They would serve the needs of the parish until 1992. 

 

Due to the creation of the I-94 expressway, St. John’s needed to 

relocate.  On September 10, 1965, Archbishop William E. 

Cousins approved the relocation to 84th & Cold Spring Road.  

28.5 acres were purchased for $90,000.  Masses were held every 

Sunday at the Mellody Bar on Hwy 100 and Layton from January 

1966 until June 25, 1967, when the first Mass was held in the 

new church. 

 

The year 1968 turned out to be a milestone year.  The first 

festival was held that summer and raised $9,000.  The festival 

continues today and raises over $70,000 annually.  Next was the 

opening of our grade school in September.  It started with only 3 

grades. Through expansion it graduated its first class in 1974.  

The school continues and now serves grades K4-8. 

 

The 1970s and 1980s saw continued expansion with the current 

rectory being built, the expansion of the narthex, raising the roof 

for the choir loft, and the tower.  The school building also 

expanded with the additions of the K5 classroom, music and 

computer rooms, and the multi-purpose building (gym). 

 

The early 1990s also saw a number of changes.  In the fall of 

1991, Fr. Lawrence Grom, O.F.M. our pastor since 1980 passed 

away.   
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History of St. John the Evangelist (cont.) 
 

With the priest shortage that the Slovenian Franciscan Fathers 

were experiencing, they entrusted the care of St. John the 

Evangelist back to the Archdiocese.  In June of 1992, Fr. Richard 

Talaska was assigned as Pastor and Fr. Richard Verberg as our 

Associate Pastor.  They continued in their positions until their 

retirements in 2008 and 2009 respectively.   
 

From 2008 to 2012 we had 3 pastors, Fr. Quentin Heck  

(2008-2009), Fr. Richard Verberg (temporary administrator 

2009), and Fr. Daniel Volkert  (2009-2012).  In 2012 Fr. Michael 

Merkt was assigned as administrator, and in 2013 he was 

assigned and installed as pastor. 
 

Having celebrated 100 years and looking to our future, we also 

look back at our past.  We look at the families that started St. 

John’s on 9th and Mineral, the families that helped with the 

relocation to 84th and Cold Spring, and those families that are 

currently members, all of which make us who we are today.   

 

Why do we have 5 cornerstones? 
 

The red granite stone at the extreme right is the original stone 

from the Jewish  synagogue that was built before 1900.  The next 

two stones to the left of the red granite are from the time when 

the synagogue became St. John’s in 1916. The fourth (from the 

right) is the cornerstone from the dedication of this site in 1967, 

and the fifth and final stone is from the dedication of the 

renovations in 1988. 
 

The Hebrew letters from right to left, are D.M.L.T. which in 

Hebrew spells the word “TaLMuD,” the sacred book which 

explains the meaning of the old testament. When the word 

“Talmud” is used on a building, its full meaning becomes “House 

of Learning the Sacred Scriptures.” 
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Parish & School Staff Directory 

 
Pastor 
 Very Rev. Michael F. Merkt ........ 414-321-1965 x105 

  ............................................ mmerkt@stjohns-grfd.org 

Deacon 
 Leon J. Zalewski ................................... 414-281-5438 

  ................................................... lzalewski@wi.rr.com 

Deacon 

 Steve Pemper ......................................... 414-737-5023 

  ....................................................... spemper@aol.com 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
 Karen Schulteis ............................ 414-321-1965 x125 

  ........................................ kschulteis@stjohns-grfd.org 

Director of Religious Education 

 Austin Rahill ......................................... 414-321-8922 

  .............................................. arahill@stjohns-grfd.org 

Director of Administrative Services 
 Denise Kasulke ............................. 414-321-1965 x107 

  .......................................... dkasulke@stjohns-grfd.org 

Bookkeeper 
 George Pitman, Jr. ........................ 414-321-1965 x106 

  ........................................... gpitman@stjohns-grfd.org 

Secretary 
 Jodi Lee Bowers ........................... 414-321-1965 x101 

  ............................................. rectory@stjohns-grfd.org 

School Principal 
 Mary Laidlaw-Otto ....................... 414-321-8540 x117 

  ............................................... principal@sje.k12.wi.us 

School Secretary 
 Mary Jo Kaminski ........................ 414-321-8540 x116 

  ........................................... mkaminski@sje.k12.wi.us 

 

Parish Hall .......................................................... 414-321-5940 

Parish Gym......................................................... 414-321-0079 

Parish Fax .......................................................... 414-321-4407 

School Fax .......................................................... 414-321-4450 

Parish Website ...................................... www.stjohns-grfd.org 

School Website ........................................... www.sje.k12.wi.us 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Friday 8:30 a.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m. 

 

First Communion  

Confirmation 
Contact our Religious  

Education Office 

for details  

 

Devotions 
Daily - The Rosary is prayed 

after the daily Mass 

Tuesdays -  St. Anthony Novena 

after the 7:30 a.m. Mass 

Saturdays -  Mother of  

Perpetual Help Novena after 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

Mass Schedule 

Weekends 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

 

Saturday Vigil 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Weekdays 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

8:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, Thursday 

7:30 a.m. 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 

8:00 a.m. to Noon 

No Office Hours on Saturday, Sunday or Holidays  

Parish Office Hours 

Sacramental Services 

Marriage 
Contact the parish office before 

making other plans 

 at least 6 months before the 

intended date 

 

RCIA -  Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults 
Adults interested in Baptism, 

Communion and/or 

Confirmation are asked to 

contact the Religious Education 

Office for details 

 

Baptism 
Third Sunday at 11:45 a.m. 

Please make arrangements in 

advance 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
First Saturday after the 4:30 p.m. 

Mass 
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Parish Services 

Pre-Baptism Class 
Required for parents with the first 

child.  Call the Religious 

Education Office to register 

Registration 
New members are welcome to 

come to the parish office during 

normal business hours 

Sick & Shut-Ins 
Call the parish office to arrange for Confession and/or Communion 

We practice Stewardship daily by: 

• telling and living the Good News 

• wisely employing God-given human resources, abilities, and 

relationships 

• sharing the material resources we hold and giving them in 

service, justice, and compassion 

• providing for future generations 

• sharing in the life, worship, and responsible stewardship of the 

Church and of its mission 

How Do We Practice Stewardship? 

Stewardship Ideas for Home 

• Personal prayer & reflection 

• Family prayer & Bible discussion 

• Quality family time (without 

distractions) 

• Praying for vocations 

• Gardening & sharing harvest with 

area food pantry 

• Sewing/knitting clothes for the 

poor & homeless 

• Calling out-of-town family and 

friends regularly just to say hello 
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Pastoral Council 2017-2018 
This advisory board to the Pastor helps to carry out the mission of 

the parish by assisting with planning, overseeing, coordinating, 

and communications.  The Pastoral Council member’s term is 

three years, and the Parish Trustee is a two-year term. 

 

Council Chair 
 Dale Feuling ................................................... Finance 

 

Council Vice-Chair 
 Paul Gundrum ................................................. Finance 

 

Secretary 
 Matt Rieck .................................................. Formation 

 

Members at Large 
 Gail Peters ....................................... Human Concerns 

 

 Tim Cincotta ....................................Stewardship/APC 

 

 MaryCay Freiberg ........................................... Liturgy 

 

 Bob Hogan .................................. Building & Grounds 

 

 Natalie Pitcher .................................................. School 

 

Trustee -  Treasurer 
 Gary Tveten ................. Finance Council, Stewardship 

 

Trustee -  Secretary 
 Michael Maginot ............................................ Finance 
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Finance Council 2017-2018  
The Finance Council provides advice and guidance to the Pastor in 

the administration of parish assets.  The council also prepares the 

annual budget.  They monitor the financial condition of the parish 

and assist in the formulation and communication of the annual 

financial report as required by canon law. 

 

 Ken Krueger ........................ Chairperson, at-large member 

  

 Mary Robinson ......................................... at-large member 

  

 Teri Erdelt ................................................. at-large member 

  

 Paul Gundrum ................... Pastoral Council representative 

  

 Dale Feuling ...................... Pastoral Council representative 

  

 Gary Tveten ....................................... Trustee appointment 

  

 Michael Maginot ................................ Trustee appointment 

  

 Denise Kasulke ................................................................... 

 Director of Administrative Services, resource to council 

Safeguarding All God’s Children Training 
Safeguarding is the program name that identifies the best 

practices and programs designed to help prevent wrongdoing 

and promote "right doing" within religious organizations. The 

Safeguarding program empowers organizations and people to 

better control risk and improve the lives of all those who 

interact with the Church. 

Any person working or volunteering in an area or ministry 

where there will be contact with minors must receive 

Safeguard training and have a criminal background check 

completed.  Training and background checks are free and 

conducted here locally. 

 
Contact Mary Jo Kaminski ................................. 414-321-8540 

 E-Mail ................................mkaminski@sje.k12.wi.us 

Ministries and Committees  
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LITURGY & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
Members are dedicated to planning liturgical functions and 

decorating the church to mark the liturgical seasons and feast days.  

Help is always needed, with Christmas and Easter in the most need. 

 

Contact Karen Schulteis ..................................... 414-321-1965 

 E-Mail ............................. kschulteis@stjohns-grfd.org 

USHERS/MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY 
Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality serve at all weekend and Holy Day 

Masses.  Duties include welcoming and seating the congregation, 

taking up the collection, handing out the bulletin, and organizing 

the church for the next Mass.  Parish members high school age and 

older are invited to participate in this ministry. 

 

Contact Russ Shomperlen .................................. 414-763-1250 

 E-Mail ..................................rshomperlen@gmail.com 

ACOLYTES 
The ministry of assisting the priest during Mass is a privilege for 

anyone who feels the call to do so.  This ministry is for youth 

grades 5 and up for the weekend Masses and adults for the daily 

Masses and funeral Masses. 

 

Contact Karen Schulteis ..................................... 414-321-1965 

 E-Mail ............................. kschulteis@stjohns-grfd.org 

LECTORS & EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
The Ministry of Lector is the proclamation of the Word of God at 

all Masses, and Extraordinary Ministers assist in the distribution of 

the precious Body and Blood of Christ at all Masses.  The Lector 

must be able to reveal faith through the simple and natural delivery 

of the Word and the Extraordinary Minister reveals faith through 

the reverent distribution of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Orientation 

and training are given.  We need two Lectors and five Extraordinary 

Ministers at each Mass on the Weekends and one of each on 

weekdays. 

Weekends 

Contact Karen Schulteis ..................................... 414-321-1965 

 E-Mail ............................. kschulteis@stjohns-grfd.org 

Weekdays 
Contact Ron Heser ............................................. 414-448-7117 

 E-Mail ....................................... daheez@hotmail.com 

Liturgy 
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This ministry is for those who desire to serve God with their talents 

of playing instruments, singing and song leadership.  Our mission is 

to enhance parish liturgical functions in a prayerful and inviting 

manner.  Our music ministry is all-encompassing and includes the 

following: 

 Cantor - open to those high school age and up by audition 

 Adult Choir  - open to those high school age and up 

 Adult Hand Bell Choir - open to those high school age and up 

 Funeral Choir - open to those high school age and up 

 Youth Choir - parish youth grades 3 - 8 

 Youth Hand Bell Choir - parish youth grades 3 - 8 

 Instrumentalist - open to those high school age and up (by 

 audition)  

 

Contact Karen Schulteis ..................................... 414-321-1965 

 E-Mail ............................. kschulteis@stjohns-grfd.org 

 

 Slovenian Choir - open to high school age and up, no need to 

 speak Slovene 

 

Contact Mary Bregant ........................................ 414-543-6695 

OUTREACH ROSARY SERVICE MINISTRY 
Members of St. John’s Outreach Rosary Service Ministry set up the 

altar area, lead the Rosary service, and takedown the altar area in 

the Palmer House Chapel at The Village at Manor Park (3023 S. 

84th Street) which provides a prayerful setting for our Catholic 

parishioners and other residents in the senior healthcare facility.  

Time commitment for the Outreach Rosary Service is usually two 

hours, once a month, and ensures that the patients know they have 

not been forgotten by our parish. 

 

Contact Chris Kiel .............................................. 414-529-7731 

 E-Mail ...... kcconst@wi.rr.com or ckconst@wi.rr.com 

Prayer 

Music Ministry 
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ABLAZE 
Open to all High School students.  Our youth group gathers on 

several Sundays throughout the school year.  If you are interested in 

some fun, food, and talking about our faith, give Ablaze a try.  

 

Contact Austin Rahill ......................................... 414-321-8922

 E-Mail ...................................arahill@stjohns-grfd.org 

PERPETUAL ADORATON 
“COULD YOU NOT WATCH ONE HOUR WITH ME”?  Jesus 

asked his apostles this question in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Now 

He asks us.  Please come and pray in the real presence of our Lord, 

either as an adorer committed to a specific hour each week, or as an 

occasional visitor.  We have adoration 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week, to give honor to our Lord and strengthen our spiritual lives.  

Won’t you consider a commitment to our Lord? He is calling you. 

 

Contact Kay Shomperlen ................................... 414-763-1250 

 E-Mail ................................. rshomperlen@gmail.com 

PRAY AT HOME FOR THE PARISH 
This ministry is open to all ages, and all we ask is that in your daily 

prayers, you remember the parish and its mission.    

 

Contact Yourself ......................................... Your own number 

 

Dear Lord, I pray for the mission of St. John the Evangelist 

and the people who carry it out.  Please watch over them 

and give them your grace and blessing! 

Formation 

Prayer (cont.) 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Do you like to knit or crochet?  The prayer shawl ministry offers an 

opportunity to serve our Lord and to minister to those in need of 

love, comfort, and support.  The recipient is reminded of God’s 

love, but also the prayers and love with which the shawl was 

created. 

 

Contact Gail Peters ............................................. 414-541-1316 

 E-Mail ................................. petersdg2@sbcglobal.net 
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BIBLE STUDY 
Come and join us as we follow the inspirational lead of Dr. Edward 

Sri this fall.  We will use Follow Me: Meeting Jesus in the Gospel 

of St. John.  In spring we will study St. Mark’s Gospel using the 

work of Michael E. Hunt and the Agape Series.  

 

Contact Sr. Mary Frost SDS .............................. 414-545-3829 

 E-Mail ............................. maryalbertfrost@gmail.com 

ADULT SPEAKER SERIES 
Large group adult speakers are brought in to help deepen our faith.  

Speakers are presented throughout the year on a variety of spiritual 

topics.  If you have an idea for a speaker, please contact us. 

 

Contact Austin Rahill ......................................... 414-321-8922 

 E-Mail ................................... arahill@stjohns-grfd.org 

CATECHISTS 
Catechists are the teachers of the faith.  They foster the foundations 

of faith in our young.  We always have a need for teachers or 

classroom helpers for our grade school program 1-8, our high 

school program grades 9-11 (including Confirmation), and RCIA 

sponsors.  We also have need for office help, retreat help, 

sacramental prep, and special tasks.   

 

Contact Austin Rahill ......................................... 414-321-8922 

 E-Mail .................................. arahill@stjohns-grfd.org 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is a program in which the Sunday 

scripture readings are proclaimed and explained on a level 

appropriate to children in grades K-3.   

 

Contact Austin Rahill ......................................... 414-321-8922 

 E-Mail .................................. arahill@stjohns-grfd.org 

Formation (cont.) 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
Christian formation is a lifelong process aimed at personal 

conversion and growth in faith.  The purpose of the committee is to 

help the parish develop an understanding of its responsibilities for 

the total educational mission of the Church.  This committee 

oversees the educational formation of our School, Religious 

Education program, Adult studies, large and small group formation,  

and Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

 

Contact Austin Rahill ......................................... 414-321-8922 

 E-Mail .................................. arahill@stjohns-grfd.org 

MEN’S FAITH & FELLOWSHIP 
Our group is for anyone who desires fellowship, learning, taking 

action, and praying together.  We challenge each other to overcome 

whatever is keeping us from an ever-deeper life in Christ.  We 

organize the Parish Outreach booth at the yearly festival to promote 

parish membership and involvement and to graciously share Christ 

and his Church with visitors.  We are committed to support in our 

parish any endeavor that helps parishioners in their journey toward 

Christian maturity  

 

Contact Will Starcevich ...................................... 414-421-7005 

 E-Mail ...................................... familystar@wi.rr.com 

Formation (cont.) 

HEARTS AFIRE (HAPP) 

(33 DAYS TEAM) 

 
HAPP offers a three-stage plan to help us grow into a closer 

personal relationship with our Lord.  Stage One:  The Two Hearts; 

Stage Two: Wisdom and Works of Mercy; Stage Three: Keep the 

Hearts Afire.  It helps bring us more deeply into the burning love of 

the Sacred Heart of Jesus through the fire of love of the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary.  It is solidly Catholic and follows Sacred Scripture, 

Sacred Tradition, and the Magisterium.  Programs are offered once 

or twice a year both afternoons and evenings. 

 

Contact Chris Wichgers ...................................... 414-507-7660 

 E-Mail ........................................... 6wichgers@att.net 

 Laura Lee Wierzbinski .......................... 414-840-0261 

 E-Mail ................................ llwierzbinski@gmail.com 
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VOCATIONS COMMITTEE 
The purpose of this committee is to raise awareness in all parish 

members of the need and duty to pray for our priests and to 

encourage the habits of personal prayer among all members for an 

increase in vocations to the priesthood, religious life, and holy 

marriage. This committee encourages support of parish members 

and relatives of members who are priests or religious and to those 

who are discerning a possible call to the priesthood or religious life.  

“How is God calling me to serve Him with my life?” 

 

Contact Dennis & Mary Baumgardner ...............414-427-0832 

 E-Mail............................... baumgard9@sbcglobal.net 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
Our mission is to engage people in ministry: to set people on fire to 

live out their baptismal promise to love God and others above all 

else.  We oversee the ongoing stewardship efforts of the parish by 

developing plans for educating the parish and harvesting the gifts of 

our parishioners.  We collaborate with all committees and 

ministries to incorporate  stewardship throughout all areas and 

create plans to ensure all parishioners, new and current, feel they 

are a valuable part of the parish.  Come and join us in shaping our 

parish into a full Stewardship parish! 

 

Contact Gary Tveten ...........................................414-282-1567 

 E-Mail...................................... Tveten@sbcglobal.net 

RESPECT LIFE 
“Live the gospel of life from conception to natural death”  Our 

goals are education, outreach, and spiritual.  This is accomplished 

by teaching the Church doctrine on all life issues, promoting life, 

and raising awareness of the termination of life through abortion, 

cloning, and embryonic stem cell research.  We achieve this by 

supporting programs that promote life and we seek support and 

strength from the Holy Spirit to live out this mission. 

 

Contact Kathy Knaack ........................................ 414-329-0991 

Formation (cont.) 
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ART CLUB 
The Art Club was founded in 1974 by Mr. Charles Versh.  Its main 

goal is to foster creativity and enjoyment through art activities in a 

social setting.  Informal meetings are held every Thursday from 

6:00 P.M to 8:00 P.M.  Each member is required to provide his or 

her own supplies.  There are no dues or fees.  Most art work is done 

in oil, acrylic, watercolor or pastels.  No woodcarvers please.  

 

Contact Joyce Eesley ......................................... 414-321-7651 

 E-Mail ................................... joyce_eesley@msn.com 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN 
Christian Women is a dedicated organization of women who attend 

Mass, work and socialize together.  Originally named “Christian 

Mothers,” our members include all practicing Catholic women who 

wish to join.  Meetings are usually held the second Thursday of 

every month, September through June, (except January).  The 

annual dues are $5.00. 

 

Contact Diane Gaffke......................................... 414-327-6780 

 E-Mail ......................................... jgaffke1@wi.rr.com 

ELDER MINISTRY 
Members of St. John’s Elder Ministry visit parishioners who are 

residing in nursing homes, assisted living, or are homebound.  Such 

visits are living proof that the patients have not been forgotten by 

the parish.  Institutions do not notify the parish office when 

someone enters their facility.  It is necessary to rely on referrals 

from family, friends, or neighbors.  If you know of a parishioner in 

need of a visit, let us know! 

 

Contact Carol Sibilski ........................................ 414-529-4310 

FISH FRY 
Fish fry is a long-standing tradition here at St. John’s. If you are 

interested in helping with the cooking, serving, or cleaning up, just 

give us a call.  

 

Contact Peter Kurz ..............................................262-710-4027 

 E-Mail......................................... pmkurz@yahoo.com 

Outreach 
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
The pancake breakfast is a meal that is served to foster fellowship 

and community.  There is no cost for the breakfast, just a free-will 

offering.  If you are interested in cooking, serving, or clean up, just 

give us a call. 
 

Contact Denise Kasulke ......................................414-321-1965 

 E-Mail............................... dkasulke@stjohns-grfd.org 

HOLY NAME 
The Holy Name Society is a group of men who strive to promote 

the individual sanctification of each member.  The group meets on 

the second Sunday of each month, September to June. We begin 

with the Rosary then Mass, followed by breakfast and a meeting or 

entertainment.  Parish men, 16 years and over, are welcome to join 

the group. 

 

Contact Ron Heser .............................................. 414-448-7117 

 E-Mail ....................................... daheez@hotmail.com 

ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
We organize the athletics programs for the parish children K5 

through 8.  Children must be enrolled in either the school or 

Religious Education program to be an eligible participant.   

 

Contact Becky Buscher ...................................... 414-331-9300 

 E-Mail ........................................... AD@sje.k12.wi.us 

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
This is a ministry that was formed to offer support and fellowship 

to those who have lost a loved one.  If you are a caring, 

compassionate person with good listening skills, this ministry will 

give you the opportunity to help a fellow member in our faith 

community. 

 

Contact Mary Schulz ..........................................414-427-3899 

Service 

Outreach (cont.) 
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HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
The Home & School Association is an organization for 

communication between parents and teachers.  It also sponsors 

fundraisers and events to help defray the cost of tuition and other 

school expenses.  In addition to monthly meetings of the board 

members, a report is provided to all school families at our Fall open 

house.  All school families are considered to be members of the 

association. 

 

Contact School Office ........................................ 414-321-8540 

 E-Mail ................................... principal@sje.k12.wi.us 

BUILDING & GROUNDS 
This committee is made up of parishioners in different trade areas 

to minister to the needs of our buildings and grounds 

 

Contact Denise Kasulke ..................................... 414-321-1965 

 E-Mail .............................. dkasulke@stjohns-grfd.org 

Service 

LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE 
 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 

work it and take care of it (Gen. 2:15).  We are volunteers who 

maintain the various gardens (planting, fertilizing, pruning) while 

enjoying the exercise, camaraderie, fellowship and experiencing the 

spirit and beauty of nature.  Various members come daily (weather 

dependent) to attend the gardens and water them. Whether you can 

commit daily or just once a week, we have need of you. 

 

Contact Larry Elliott ........................................... 414-327-1140 

 E-Mail ............................. larryelliott61@hotmail.com 

 Gail Peters ............................................. 414-541-1316 

 E-Mail ................................. petersdg2@sbcglobal.net 
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SCHOOL HELPERS 
We have many areas that can always use a helping hand - from 

classroom help, library help, school office help, to lunchroom and 

playground supervision.  If you are able to lend a hand, let us know.  

Must be Safeguard trained.  

 

Contact Mary Jo Kaminski ................................. 414-321-8540 

 E-Mail ............................... mkaminski@sje.k12.wi.us 

PARISH OFFICE HELPERS 
We have a small office staff to serve the needs of our parishioners 

and ministries.  We always are in need of daytime help, from 

stuffing bulletins to various parish mailings.  Let us know if you 

would like to help out. 
 

Contact Parish Office ......................................... 414-321-1965 

 E-Mail ................................. rectory@stjohns-grfd.org 

PARENT EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
This committee provides the opportunity for representative 

members of the community to come together to work with the 

school and parish administration to provide policies that create a 

positive, successful educational program.  Our goal is to help form 

a faith community that promotes positive school/parish 

relationships. 
 

Contact Mary Laidlaw Otto ................................ 414-321-8540 

 E-Mail ................................... principal@sje.k12.wi.us 

PARISH FESTIVAL 
This is our largest stewardship opportunity in the parish.  Over the 

course of 3 days at the end of July, relationships are formed that 

continue beyond the festival.  There are many areas where help is 

needed year-round on the committee itself, to the weeks before and 

after with setup and teardown.  There is also a great need for lead 

workers and booth helpers.  Many hands make a lighter load!   

 

Contact Ron Heser.............................................. 414-448-7117 

 E-Mail ....................................... daheez@hotmail.com 

Service (cont.) 
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SPECIAL CAMPUS PROJECTS 
On occasion, volunteers are needed for special work projects such 

as grounds-keeping, painters, plumbers, electricians, and general 

handyman repair work.  If you possess the following talents and can 

give a hand in these special projects areas, give us a call to be put 

on the list.  No need to be retired, just a desire to help! 

Talents Needed 
 Carpentry Computers/Networking 

 Electrician HVAC 

 Landscaping Plumbing 

 Data Entry Any other talent you may possess 

 

Contact Denise Kasulke ..................................... 414-321-1965 

 E-Mail .............................. dkasulke@stjohns-grfd.org 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is a worldwide organization.  Our 

chapter is dedicated to serving those in need within our parish area. 

 

Contact Parish Office ......................................... 414-321-1965 

 E-Mail ................................. rectory@stjohns-grfd.org 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MEAL PROGRAM 
Every other month St. John’s parishioners cook and serve a hot 

meal for the poor and homeless on Milwaukee’s north side.  

Donations of food, beverages, and home baked desserts are brought 

to the parish and transported to the meal site.   

 

Contact Roz Radke ............................................ 414-529-2356 

 E-Mail ......................................... rdradke@gmail.com 

Service (cont.) 


