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Getting Married at The Cathedral
A Guide for Brides and Grooms

Cathedral of Our Lady
of the Rosary
Marriage Guidelines
Congratulations on your
decision to answer God’s
call to marriage. What
God is preparing you for
is very important to the
Church. Since marriage
is both a vocation and a
sacrament, the Church
takes it very seriously.
Our goal is to help you
prepare for the
Sacrament of Matrimony
in such a way that your
love for God and each
other will continue to
grow strong.

Gospel Values
Your wedding day is an important day for
you and your family. You certainly want
your wedding to be celebrated in a
memorable and dignified manner. Often
couples begin their planning with the
resolve to keep it simple, but the wedding list
grows, the reception menu expands and there
are numerous options for the little extras, etc.
Pretty soon you can become overwhelmed.
Our Christian way of life places great value
on simplicity, an honest and humble
presentation of ourselves, a real concern for
those who are less fortunate than we are.
It is our hope that you won’t let
commercialism and current fads pressure you
or your families to lose sight of the spiritual
dimension of what you are doing.

This is particularly true when it comes to
what the bride, groom and attendants wear
for the wedding. The church is a sacred
space; your dress should be modest and
should reflect the sacred nature of the
wedding ceremony or Mass.

Who May Marry at The
Cathedral?
The answer to this question is governed by
the Code of Canon Law of the Roman
Catholic Church and the policies of the
Diocese of Duluth. As you come to the
Church seeking to be married, we trust God
has called you, as his children, to enter into
the sacrament of marriage within the
Church. We all live out our faith in
community, specifically a parish
community, through which our faith grows
and is continually nourished, especially
through our celebration of the Eucharist on
Sundays. Membership in a parish keeps us
active in our faith and makes the vocation of
marriage much easier to live out.
Members of our parish may
celebrate their weddings at
the Cathedral.
Former parish members,
who now live in another
place, must have the written permission of
both their current pastor (from the
community in which they reside) and the
Rector of the Cathedral, in order to celebrate
a marriage here.
Other Catholics, not of this parish may
celebrate their weddings here, if the church
is available, they are free to marry, and they
have the written permission of both their
current pastor (from the community in
which they reside) and the Rector of the
Cathedral.

Initial Meeting
Contact the parish office at least 9 to 12
months before your proposed wedding date
to schedule an initial meeting with a priest or
deacon. This meeting is required before
your wedding date and time can be
finalized on the parish calendar.
It is important to have this meeting before
you arrange for caterers, hall rentals, etc. At
this initial meeting, the priest or deacon will
interview you to become acquainted with
both of you and explain the marriage
preparation process.

5. Participation by the couple in an
approved engaged couples retreat is also
required. The schedule of retreats within the
diocese is available at the parish office or at
the diocesan web site:
www.dioceseduluth.org/family/
marriagepreparation.html

Scheduling Your Wedding
Date and Time
A wedding date cannot be confirmed until
the initial meeting with the priest or deacon
has been completed and approval granted.
Please be aware that Saturday is a busy day
in the Church. Weddings are scheduled for:
Saturdays at 2:30 PM
Fridays at 4:30 PM

Marriage Preparation Process
The marriage preparation process is intended
to help couples discern their readiness for
marriage and to prepare them for the
Sacrament of Matrimony. Following
completion of the initial interview with the
priest or deacon, the marriage preparation
process will require attendance of 4 sessions
of 2 hours each which include:
1. Completion of a premarital inventory
followed by feedback sessions by the
priest or deacon
2. Completion of the necessary diocesan
pre-nuptial forms, including those for
permissions and dispensations, if
required
3. Instruction in the Catholic Faith
4. Liturgical preparation for the wedding

No more than one wedding may be
scheduled on a Friday or Saturday.
Weddings are generally not scheduled
during the seasons of Advent or Lent. If you
must schedule a wedding during these times
of the liturgical year, the priest or deacon
will inform you of restrictions that may
apply.

Required Forms
Baptismal Certificates – Copies of each
person’s baptismal certificate (if baptized)
are needed for those not baptized at the
Cathedral. For Catholics, the baptism
certificate must be issued (from the parish in
which the person was baptized) no earlier
than six months prior to the wedding date.
You can obtain a baptism certificate by
calling or writing the church in which you
were baptized and have it sent directly to the

parish office. You should have the baptismal
certificate submitted to the priest/deacon at
least three months prior to the wedding date.
For a non-Catholic, a copy of a baptismal
certificate is acceptable any time.

Marriage License – Please apply as soon as
possible for the license. The marriage license
is valid for a six-month period and will take
some time for processing. Bring the marriage
license to the parish office at least one week
prior to the wedding.
A wedding cannot be celebrated without a
valid Minnesota marriage license.

The Wedding Liturgy: Two Options
First Option: Wedding without Mass
A couple (Catholic and non-Catholic) will be
married in a Wedding Ceremony. The
Wedding Ceremony consists of readings
from Scripture, a homily, the exchange of
vows, and selected prayers and blessings. It
may be officiated by a priest or deacon.
Second Option: The
Nuptial Mass
When both the Bride and
the Groom are Catholic they
may celebrate the Nuptial
Mass consisting of readings from Scripture, a
homily, the exchange of vows, the
Eucharistic prayers, the reception of
communion, and selected prayers and
blessings. Only a priest can celebrate a
Nuptial Mass.

Guidelines for Wedding Music
Congratulations on your upcoming wedding
at the Cathedral! Here are some helpful
things for you to know in preparation for the
music for your ceremony.
Musicians - The Cathedral of Our Lady of
the Rosary employs exceptional musicians
who will ensure that your wedding music is
both beautiful and appropriate for a sacred
celebration at the Cathedral. Because the
wedding is an extension of worship at the
Cathedral, not an isolated event, Cathedral
staff musicians must be used for all
weddings. If unavailable, they will work
with you to find an appropriate substitute.
For your service, you will need at minimum
a keyboardist and a cantor.






Jennifer Campbell, Director of Music –
cantor/vocalist (full Mass - $250,
Ceremony - $200)
To listen to samples of Ms. Campbell,
please visit versatilevocals.com.
David Tryggestad, Cathedral organist –
organ (full Mass/Ceremony - $250)
Wendy Durrwachter, Cathedral pianist –
piano (full Mass/Ceremony - $200)

Ms. Campbell must be notified if you
wish to have additional instrumentalists.
All music they perform must follow
Cathedral guidelines.
Suggested Music List - All music at
Cathedral weddings must be either
sacred or classical in nature, both vocal
and instrumental. Any music found on the
attached is pre-approved for weddings at the
Cathedral. Psalms and hymns found in the
Ritual Song hymnal used at the Cathedral
are also approved. If you wish to have any
alternate music, please communicate with
the Director of Music for approval. Please
email jennifer.campbell@duluthcatholic.org
or submit your completed Liturgical Music
Planning Sheet to solidify your music plan
no later than a month before your wedding
date.

Checklist:







Listen to approved music samples.
Contact the Director of Music with any
questions at least one month prior to your
wedding date.
Submit (by mail, email, or in person)
Liturgical Music Planning Sheet to the
Cathedral office:
jennifer.campbell@duluthcatholic.org
Send payments to musicians (two
separate checks) at the Cathedral address
at least one week prior to your
wedding date:

Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary
Attn: Music Director
2801 E 4th Street
Duluth, MN 55812
We look forward to helping make your
wedding day at the Cathedral a beautiful
experience!

MUSIC FOR WEDDINGS
a list of suggestions.
[All numbers refer to the Ritual Song hymnal.]

Prince of Denmark’s March --J. Clarke - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Qb2CChm93dI
Rondeau (Masterpiece Theatre)–J. Mouret https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=dVUJjPzRb2U
Trumpet Air/Voluntary--H. Purcell - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=aC8GWPTxViw
RESPONSORIAL PSALMS
Psalm 33 “Let Your Mercy be Upon Us/The
Earth is Full of the Goodness” [#66]
Psalm 34 “Taste and See” [#70]
Psalm 98 “All the Ends of the Earth” [#135]
Psalm 103 “The Lord is Kind and
Merciful” [#143]
Psalm 118 “Let Us Rejoice” [#158]
Psalm 121 “Our Help Comes from the
Lord” [#164]
Psalm 128 “Blest are Those Who Love
You” [#173]
Psalm 145 “I Will Praise Your Name” [#193]

PROCESSIONALS

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Sicilian Mariners– Alfred Fedak - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryDCvqjVCCU

Recommended settings:

Largo from ‘Xerxes’ –Handel - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=uO1g8LjOWsk
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring--J.S. Bach - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lm2kAvIQxHE
Canon in D – J. Pachelbel
Arioso–J.S. Bach - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-FWXnMxVniM (organ)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3EcwpiZxYHE (piano)
Aria in D (Air on the G String)–J.S. Bach https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=uFwZeEF5uog





“Celtic Alleluia” [#395]
Gospel Acclamation from the Mass of
Remembrance [#343]
Missa Pacem (the new Mass setting for
Sundays) is also great for a wedding!

EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATIONS
Recommended settings:
Missa Pacem (the new Mass setting for
Sundays).

PREPARATION OF GIFTS

RECESSIONALS

(For Congregational hymns, see the list of
Communion Hymns)

“The Rejoicing” (Handel) - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMI-QwhFJg8

Vocal Solos
“Ave Maria”
“How Beautiful” Twila Paris [piano]
“Panis Angelicus”

Hornpipe from “Water Music”—Handel https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=I0HUPhK8qmA
“Sinfonia from Solomon”–Handel - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3hXOH3RZDE

Organ Solos
“Panis Angelicus” C. Franck
“Ave Verum Corpus” W.A. Mozart

“Divertissement”–Gordon Young - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMuM3ROpWw

COMMUNION HYMNS (everyone sings)

“Fanfare” --J. Lemmons - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlPPSVt4-OQ
Wedding March – Mendelsohn - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tDYMayp6Dk



“Alleluia, Sing to Jesus” #914



“Blest Are They” #774



“Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” #717



“Eat this Bread” #928



“God, Whose Purpose is to Kindle” #828



“Here I Am, Lord”#802

LITURGY PLANNING



“I Am the Bread of Life” #931



“I Received the Living God” #913



“Let Us Be Bread” #929

A link to the Liturgy Plans for Nuptial Wedding
Mass here and Wedding Ceremony (no Mass)
here.



“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” #830



“No Greater Love” #753



“Now We Remain” #813



“One Bread, One Body” #915



“Seed, Scattered and Sown” #918



“Take and Eat” #910



“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” #766



“We Are Many Parts” #840



“We Have Been Told” #815



“We Remember” #724



“We Walk By Faith” #723



“When Love is Found” #942



“Where True Love and Charity are Found”
#752–see also #747



“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” #912

[Some of the processional pieces could work
as recessionals as well.]

Scripture Readings
Old Testament Readings
Genesis 1:26-28, 31a
Male and female God Created them.
Genesis 2:18-24
They will be two in one flesh.
Genesis 24:48-51, 58-67
Isaac loved Rebekah, and so he was con
soled for the loss of his mother.
Tobit 7:9c-10, 11c-15
May God join you together and fill you
with blessings.
Tobit 8:4-9
May God bring us to old age together.
Song of Songs 2:8-10, 14, 16a; 8:6-7a
For love as strong as death.
Sirach 26:1-4, 16-21
A good wife and joyful husband.
Jeremiah 31:31-32a, 33-34
I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and Judah.

Responsorial Psalm (should be sung)*
*when sung, versus may not be the same as these
references.
Psalm 33:12, 18, 20-21, 22
The earth is full of the goodness of the
Lord.
Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
I will bless the Lord at all times.
OR
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
Psalm 103:1-2, 8, 13, 17-18a
The Lord is kind and merciful.
OR
The Lord’s kindness is everlasting to
those that fear him.
Psalm 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8, 9
Happy are those who do what God
commands.
Psalm 145:8-9,10, 15, 17-18
The Lord is compassionate to all.
Psalm 148:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14
Let us all praise the name of the Lord.

New Testament Readings
Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39
Who will separate us from the love of
Christ?
Romans 12:1-2, 9-18 (or 12:1-2, 9-13)
Offer to God your bodies as a holy
sacrifice, truly pleasing to him.
1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20
Your body is a temple of the Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:8a
If I am without love, it will do me no
good whatever.
Ephesians 5:2a, 21-33 (or 5:2a, 25-32)
This mystery has many implications, and
I am saying it applies to Christ and the
Church.
Colossians 3:12-17
Above all have love, which is the bond of
perfection.
1 Peter 3:1-9
You should agree with one another, be
sympathetic and love.
1 John 3:18-24
Our love is something real and active.
1 John 4:7-12
God is love.
Revelation 19:1, 5-9a
Happy are they who are invited to the
wedding feast of the Lamb.

Gospel Readings
Matthew 5:1-12a
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward
will be great in heaven.
Matthew 5:13-16
You are the light of the world.
Matthew 7:21, 24-29 (or 7:21, 24-25)
He built his house on a rock.
Matthew 19:3-6
So then, what God has united, no one
must divide.
Matthew 22:35-40
This is the first of the signs given by
Jesus; it was given at Cana in Galilee.
John 2:1-11
Remain in love.
John 15:12-16
This is my commandment: love one
another.
John 17:20-26 (or 17:20-23)
May they be completely one.

The Wedding Party
General Guidelines - All
members of the wedding
party are expected to be
prompt so the rehearsal and
wedding can start on time. All
members of the wedding party need to pay
attention to directions given at the
rehearsal. If members of the wedding party
are not at the rehearsal, the best man and
maid/matron of honor will be expected to
inform them of any instructions prior to the
wedding. The best man is responsible for
having both wedding rings in his pocket. The
maid/matron of honor is expected to assist
the bride with her train. The maid/matron of
honor and best man must sign the marriage
license immediately following the ceremony
in the sacristy.
Best Man’s Duties
1. Deliver the envelopes with the fees for
the musicians and the offering for the
presiding clergy before the wedding
begins.
2. Have both wedding rings in your pocket.
Make sure to double check.
3. Make sure the groom and all groomsmen
are in their respective places no later than
10 minutes before the start of the
wedding.
4. If needed, assist the ushers in seating
guests.
5. Sign the wedding license immediately
after the ceremony in the sacristy.
6. After the wedding, make sure the
Cathedral is as clean as you found it.

Maid/Matron of Honor’s Duties
1. Assist the bride with her train. During
the ceremony, receive the bouquet from
the bride and then pass to next
bridesmaid, so you are available to assist
the bride with her train.
2. Make sure the bride and bridesmaids are
in their respective places no later than
10 minutes before the start of the
wedding.
3. Sign the wedding license immediately
after the ceremony in the sacristy.
4. After the wedding, make sure the bridal
dressing area is clean.
5. After the wedding, make sure the
Cathedral is as clean as you found it.
Groomsmen/Bridesmaids Duties
1. Follow the general guidelines.
2. Be in your place no later than 10
minutes before the wedding begins.
3. Assist with seating guests, if needed.
(Groomsmen)
4. Assist in additional ways if needed.
5. After the wedding, make sure the
church is as clean as you found it.
Ring Bearer/Flower Girl Duties
1. Children under the age of 7 will sit in
the pews with a family member during
the wedding, after they come down the
aisle in the procession.
2. Children over the age of 7 can join the
wedding party in the sanctuary.
3. An adult who is familiar with the child
should be ready in case there is a
problem or emergency.
4. The pillow that the ring bearer carries
cannot have the actual rings tied to it.
The actual rings are the responsibility of
the best man.

Other Wedding Participants
Reader - a person or people of your choice
who are Catholic and have had reader
training can proclaim The Old Testament and
New Testament readings. The reader(s)
should be provided with an approved copy of
the readings at least one week before the
weekend so she/he may practice them.
Please Note: ONLY the “New American
Bible” can used in Catholic liturgies.
Greeters - Members of the bride’s and
groom’s family or close friends of the bride
and groom should be asked to serve in the
role of greeter. The greeters simply stand by
the doorway and greet the wedding guests,
on your behalf, and may give the guests a
wedding program.
Ushers - The ushers are responsible for
seating guests in the pews and making sure
that the wedding begins on time. Make sure
you inform the ushers how you want guests
to be seated (bride side, groom side, doesn’t
matter). The traditional seating of guests
involves seating the groom’s family and
friends on the right side of the church as you
face the altar and seating the bride’s family
and friends on the left side of the church.
However, it is advisable to not seat the guests
in the traditional manner, but rather with
attention that the two sides of the church
have an equal number of people. Make sure
to have the ushers move people to the front
of the church when they seat them. The
wedding couple needs to inform the ushers of
the final seating details. The ushers must also
be informed if they will be involved with
dismissing guests at the end of the wedding.

The ushers need to be aware of the location
of restrooms, telephones, and emergency
items. The ushers are also responsible for
cleaning up the church after the wedding.

Program
Printed wedding programs that reflect the
order of the service are helpful for your
guests. They allow full participation of the
assembly. Please check with the priest of
deacon officiating at the wedding before
finalizing the program. Please print the
following notice in your program:
We respectfully ask that NO flash
pictures be taken during the ceremony
while the couple is in the sanctuary.
Please bring at least two copies of the
program to the rehearsal.

The Wedding Rehearsal
Rehearsals are usually scheduled for the day
prior to the wedding (Thursday at 4:00 PM
for Friday weddings and Friday at 6:00 PM
for Saturday weddings.) The date and time
will be set during your meeting with the
priest or deacon.
All members of the wedding party and
wedding participants, including the reader,
are required to attend the rehearsal. Other
friends should meet at the rehearsal dinner.
Remind everyone to be punctual. If a person
cannot attend, the best man and maid/
matron of honor should instruct the person
prior to the wedding on his/her
responsibilities
The reader will practice at the ambo with
the microphone.
The wedding rehearsal usually lasts about
an hour.

Receiving Line
On Saturday afternoons there is a 4:30 Mass,
therefore it is policy that the receiving line
take place at the reception not at the
Church after the wedding.

Decorations
Flowers enhance the liturgical service but
must be placed so they do
not disrupt movements or
the focal points of the
ceremony. Floral
arrangements may be
placed in front of the altar
and ambo, but may not be placed on top of
the altar.
Unity Candle
The Rite of Marriage does not provide for
use of the unity candle as a symbol in the
wedding liturgy. However, the priest or
deacon who is assigned to your wedding may
grant permission for use of a unity candle in
a wedding ceremony. Please be sure to
discuss this with him if you are interested.

Miscellaneous
Rice, birdseed, confetti, rose petals, or any
other items may not be thrown inside or
outside the church or on parish grounds.
Balloons may not be released at church.

Photography and Videotaping
The recording of any wedding ceremony
through photography or videotaping must
respect the sacred nature of the liturgy and
must not be a distraction to the clergy, the
bridal party, or the guests. The photographer
may take pictures during the wedding
ceremony, however, without flash or other
extra lighting, and with minimum
movement. Photographers and
videographers are not allowed in the
sanctuary area or the choir loft during
the celebration of the liturgy of your
wedding. Video cameras are allowed on
tripods and only in a stationary position in
the church during the ceremony.
Please plan to take all wedding pictures
prior to the wedding and stop 30 minutes
before the wedding.

Candles
Candles are not allowed to be placed on the
ends of the pews or in the aisles.
Aisle Runners
Aisle runners are not permitted due to
safety reasons.
Pews
Tape and brackets can damage the finish on
the pews. Bows can only be fastened to the
pews with ribbon ties.

Pictures may be taken in
the church after the
ceremony only if there is
sufficient time to do so
before the next function.
No sanctuary furniture
may be moved for taking pictures. Please
provide the name and phone number of your
photographer to the priest/deacon.

Etiquette
Wedding participants are expected to conduct
themselves with respectful behavior in the church
and on parish grounds. Soft drinks and snacks are
permitted downstairs in the church hall, but not in
the church itself. Please dispose of any cans and
packaging prior to the wedding.
Alcohol use is not permitted in any area of the
parish facilities and grounds. Please leave the
church facilities in the same condition that you
found them.

Use of the Church
Members of the parish are asked to pay $250 to
help defray the costs of operating this beautiful
facility. Non-members are asked to pay $500 to
help defray these costs. A $100 non-refundable
deposit should be paid at the time that the wedding
is booked. The remaining portion should be paid
three months prior to the wedding.
The couple should also offer the priest or deacon
an honorarium.
Musicians are not provided free of charge. Contact
your musicians to find out their fees.

