
Celebrating Sacraments 
By Jackie Koop  

First Communion 2019 

Congratulations to our 2019 St. Barbara First 
Communicants and Confirmandi. First Communion was 
celebrated by 31 children on April 28. At Confirmation on May 
2, 24 of our young parishioners were fully initiated into the 
Catholic Faith and anointed by Bishop Roger J. Foys. Thanks 
to everyone who ministered and participated in both 
sacramental celebrations. 

Confirmation 2019 
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DPAA and You 

Whenever you share your gifts to help others, it is a sign 
of your love for your Father and your gratefulness for His 
many blessings.  

Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal  
(DPAA) ministries bring  

the love and hope of  
Christ to thousands of  

your sisters and brothers.  

As of May 1, 82% of St. Barbara's mandatory goal of 
$118,000 has been pledged by 17% of our parish families. 
We encourage all parishioners to support the 2019 DPAA 
with a pledge or donation of any size. If you’ve already made 
your pledge, THANK YOU!  If you have not made your pledge 
to the DPAA, please do so in the next few weeks. It will make 
a difference in the lives of so many…including your own. 

 Spring 2019 Issue 

SAVE THE DATE 
See future bulletins for more details. 

Evangelization Weekend……………………...May 18 & 19  
RCIA Information Session …………………………..May 22  
Cross the Bridge for Life……………………………...June 2 
Vacation Bible School………………………….June 24 - 28 
Youth Mission Trip to Tampa..………………….June 8 - 15 
Parish Picnic…………………………………………..July 27 
Rocktoberfest…………………………………….Sept 13 -15 



We Are Called 

As I write this article, I am celebrating the ninth 
anniversary of my ordination. It was in April of 2010 that I was 
ordained into the Permanent Diaconate and assigned to St. 
Barbara Parish.  

Little did I know where  
that journey would take me.  

As Permanent Deacons, we are called to be Ministers of 
the Word and Ministers of Service. I don’t think I had a clear 
idea of what that meant or where it would take me as I began 
this ministry.   

One of my first meetings with Father Sterling was to 
determine how I would help here at St. Barbara. There were 
the usual duties of assisting at Mass, administering baptisms, 
officiating at weddings and visiting the sick, but the one thing 
that Father John was looking for at that time, was someone to 
take over the RCIA program. RCIA, or Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults, is a process, or better, a journey of 
discovery for those who are interested in the Catholic Faith. In 
2010, the couple who had led the RCIA process here wanted 
to step away from the commitment and there I was.  Over the 
years, we as a church family have welcomed many new 
members into the Faith at the Easter Vigil celebration.  

This year, we welcome four more into our faith family.  
Amy Cappel, Kevin and Tracy Cruse, and Don Prysi  

have been welcomed into the Faith this year,  
but the work goes on.   

We are all called upon, as followers of Christ, to go out 
into the world and share the good news of Jesus crucified and 
rising from the dead. We are called, by Christ, “to go out and 
make disciples of all nations.” The first step we can take is to 
invite those around us, friends, family, neighbors, coworkers, 
to become part of our faith community. We need to invite them 
to join us at Mass and our parish celebrations. Many times we 
don’t know when to start or what to tell someone who is 
interested in finding out more of becoming a Catholic.  

We can start by bringing an interested friend or 
family member to any of the Masses on Evangelization 
Weekend on May 18 & 19 and to come to a welcome night 
information session on May 22 at 7pm in the Sterling 
Event Center.  

Our Catholic Faith is rich in its traditions and depth of 
knowledge of the love Christ has for each of us. We are called 
to share that love with those around us.  

May the Lord bless and keep you. 
Deacon Chuck 

Walking With Purpose Comes to  
St. Barbara 
By Linda Schilling 

This fall, Walking With Purpose will be coming to St. 
Barbara’s Parish on Mondays from 6:30–8 pm. It is a 
Women’s Bible Study and will take you on a walk with our 
Lord, a spiritual walk.  

Walking with Purpose would like  
to help you enjoy a deeper  

personal relationship with Jesus Christ, 
nurtured through personal  

Bible study and small group  
discussions created just for women.  

This parish-based Bible study program for adult women 
is run by local lay women volunteers, approved by parish 
leadership, and supported by the Walking with Purpose 
national staff. We welcome all women irrespective of faith 
background, age, or marital status. The program incorporates 
at-home Scripture study, weekly small group discussion, and 
monthly talks on relevant study material. 

This program is led by a volunteer leadership team 
whose members have received online training and ongoing 
mentoring through an acclaimed leadership development 
program. The Walking with Purpose leadership development 
program gives leaders the tools needed to effectively 
evangelize women in the parish community. 

If you would like to learn more about this program, feel 
free to visit the Walking With Purpose Website at 
www.walkingwithpurpose.com, or contact Linda Schilling 
at 859-653-9538 or linda41017@yahoo.com. 

Our Parish Family 

Newly Married 
Mr. & Mrs. David Adams—March 9, 2019 

In Memoriam 

Edward Brink, Edward Burger, Rosemary 
Borchers, Donald Schneider, Stephen Book, Edward 

Ingraham, Krista Berling, and Jim Webster. 



St. Henry District High School: 
Strong Finish 
By Sarah Banks    

As we come to a close for the academic year, our 
students have finished strong in a multitude of areas. The 
Future Problem Solving Team finished second in the state and 
will head to the International competition in Massachusetts this 
summer. At the KHSAA eSports inaugural state championship, 
our new eSports team finished in second place. Our boys’ 
basketball team won their first 34th District Tournament 
Championship. The boys’ bowling team qualified for the State 
bowling tournament. The AquaCru qualified seven swimmers 
to the State meet. The archery team won the Division II NKAC 
Championship for the second year in a row, competed at 
state, and qualified for their first ever trip to the NASP National 
Archery Tournament. Senior LadyCru basketball player 
Chisom Illoegbunam joined the 1,000 point and 1,000 rebound 
club this season.  

Congratulations to the  
Crusader teams for a great year! 

Throughout the year, St. Henry has given the students a 
multitude of opportunities to reflect on ways to give back to the 
community. Some of this reflection has been done on the 
school retreats or during flex time in the Chapel. The annual 
DanceCru event held at our school raised more than $2,100 
for the Dragonfly Foundation, which raises awareness and 
funds for pediatric cancer research. This inspiring event was 
supported by many local businesses, friends, and families. 
Several of our students also participated in the annual Night 
for the Fight where more than $250,000 was raised locally for 
pediatric cancer research. At the spring blood drive for 
Hoxworth Blood Center, 30 students participated as a way to 
give life to the community. 

We recently received word that six of our juniors were 
accepted into this summer's Kentucky Governor’s Scholars 
Program and one junior was accepted into the Governor’s 
School for the Arts.  

To learn more about the great things happening at 
SHDHS throughout the year, visit www.shdhs.org or 
www.facebook.com/StHenryCRU. 

St. Henry Catholic School:  
God Lights Our Way 
By Julie Nelson 

With the start of the last trimester, students have the 
opportunity to nominate themselves on how ‘God Lights Our 
Way’ (GLOW) through their daily actions. Many of our 8th 
graders received ‘Shout Outs’ which included two 8th graders 
helping a kindergartener who dropped a lunch and two others 
assisted with LEGO Club cleanup even though they didn’t 
attend the club. We have an amazing group of 8th graders 
who GLOW and continue to GLOW in so many ways 
including the emotional support they share amongst their own 
peers. We are also very proud of our 8th grader who was 
selected as one of the top 20 finalists out of more than 250 
essay submissions in the Diocese Pro-Life Office and 
Department of Catholic Schools Essay Contest.  

Congratulations to the  
40 students of the  

St. Henry Catholic School  
Class of 2019! 

The 7th grade religion classes at SHCS sold more than 
$2,200 worth of beaded animals and other items in 

support of the Ed Colina Foundation.  

Through the sale of the items, the money raised will 
provide critical early childhood education, healthcare for 
developmentally disabled children, and emergency relief food 
for the elderly and those affected by HIV/AIDS in Kenya.     

Thanks to all of the parish families who supported St. 
Henry Elementary’s biggest fundraiser, The Crusader Royale, 
held at the Sterling Event Center in February.   

If you would like to learn more about our school or to set 
up a personal tour, give us a call at 859-342-2551 or visit our 
website sthenryschool.net. We are still accepting registrations 
for preschool through 8th grade. As a St. Barbara parishioner, 
you are eligible for the “participating tuition” rate. 



Inspiring Stewards Among Us 
By Courtney Mueller

When talking to Jake Vogt, it is easy to see the passion 
he has for caring for others. Whether he is volunteering with 
the Youth Group or providing end-of-life care at work, Jake’s 
passion for helping others shines through. 

Jake is probably best known to parishioners as the 
Assistant Youth Minister. 
Starting as a member of the 
Youth Group, himself, Jake 
says that he never thought 
twice about getting involved 
as an adult leader. He 
compares his experience 
working with the kids to 
playing with building blocks. 
Jake says, “I like helping 
people, and Youth Group is 
a great way to do that. We 
try to provide good 
experiences for the kids, 

and hope that the opportunities we provide help them to 
become the best versions of themselves.” 

As Assistant Youth Minister, Jake decided to start 
praying the rosary with the Youth Group each week. While in 
high school, Jake began praying the rosary every morning, 
and has continued this tradition since graduating. In addition 
to this, he invites the Youth Group members to join him in 
praying the rosary every morning during their annual mission 
trip. When I asked what inspired him to start the weekly 
rosary during Youth Group meetings, Jake said that praying 
the rosary brings him peace and he “felt that if the kids could 
be exposed to it, they may pick up on it and try it for 
themselves when they are having a hard time.” 

In addition to serving our parish in the role of Assistant 
Youth Minister, Jake works for Home Instead, providing end-
of-life care. While he has grown attached to clients and had 
struggles in this job, Jakes credits his community at St. 
Barbara for giving him strength and supporting him. He says, 
he knows he can always turn to Father John, Deacon Chuck, 
John Kidwell, or any number of other friends at St. Barbara to 
help him. 

Regardless of whether Jake is volunteering with the 
Youth Group, working on the mission trip in Jamaica, or 
providing end-of-life care to his clients at Home Instead, Jake 
is truly an inspiration to all at St. Barbara’s. 

Ministry Spotlight: Holy Dames  
By Courtney Mueller 

Parishioners at St. Barbara’s are always thankful for 
those who are giving of their “time, talent, and treasure for the 
future of our parish.” While we are thankful for all ministries, 
this phrase could not be truer than for the Holy Dames.   

This diverse group of women are  
involved in so many events  

at St. Barbara’s and always lends  
their support in any way they can. 

The Holy Dames became an official ministry at St. 
Barbara’s in 2009. Though the parish had a women’s 
fellowship group prior to the inception of the Holy Dames, 
those involved wanted the group to have more structure, and 
so started their monthly meetings. 

Since the group officially began, they have been 
extremely active in a number of ministries at St. Barbara’s.  
Members engage with the women’s group, as well as the 
Crafty Ladies, the Altar Society, and the Hearts and Hands 
Ministry. Of course, they also play an vital role in many Holy 
Name events, such as taking care of concessions at Turkey 
Shoots and providing baked goods for Fish Fries during Lent 
and promoting other ministries within the parish – Cursillo and 
CHRP/Welcome to name a few. 

In addition to this, the Holy Dames always donate to 
support the Youth Group’s mission trip and annual trip to the 
March for Life as well as providing support to Fr. Joe Thaler’s 
sewing mission in India, the women’s Jamaica mission trip 
and Dynamic Catholic. 

The group is open to all women of the parish.  For more 
information, or to get involved, contact one of the officers, or 
attend a monthly meeting on the first Tuesday of the month.  

Youth Group: At the Fish Fries 
By Courtney Mueller 

The Youth Group is at it again! Though the Youth Group 
is always active in serving St. Barbara, they have been 
especially active lately. 
Each Wednesday of 
Lent, members of the 
Youth Group can be 
found in the Sterling 
Event Center setting up 
tables, and preparing the 
hall for Friday night fish 
fries. On Fridays, they 
finish their week by 
volunteering and 
cleaning tables at the 
fish fries. Thanks to the 
Youth Group for helping to make the fish fries so successful! 

To learn about stewardship opportunities at our 
parish, please go to the Ministry tab on our parish 
website or app. 

Who inspires you? Share the good news!  
Suggestions for the Stewardship and Ministry 
features are welcomed and can be sent to 
crosstalk@stbarbaraky.org. 


