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Youth Group: Mission Trip 
By Julia Dennemann  

 

Being a part of St. Barbara’s Youth Group is an amazing 
opportunity. Our group participates in many service 
opportunities and goes on many trips, but the mission trip to 
Tampa, Florida is the highlight of each year.  

We spend an entire week helping to run a wonderful 
summer camp at Mary Help of Christians. Our Youth Group 
spent the week helping to make everything at the camp run 
more smoothly.  

I spent my time working at the barn and teaching the 
campers how to ride horses and letting the kids interact with 
some of our smaller animals, such as goats, sheep, and 
miniature horses. Many other members of the group helped 
to run the kindergarten program and supervise groups of kids 
to make sure that they had fun, stayed safe, and grew in  
their faith.  

Even though working at the camp was hard work and we 
were all pretty tired by the time the campers went home, our 
adult leaders planned activities for us after camp hours to 
make sure we had fun as well.  

This trip was all about growing closer to God and our faith, 
and it truly was a wonderful experience. Between working at 
the camp, daily Mass, and fun activities we worked hard, 
prayed hard, and played hard.  

What’s Inside 

 Vacation Bible School Recap 

 Faith and Fellowship Spotlight 

 We Are Called to Serve by Deacon Chuck 

 Walking with Purpose Starts Soon 
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 Meet Stan Heck 

 

 
Are You Ready to Rock? 
By Tina Bowen 
 
 Join us at the 9TH annual St. Barbara Rocktoberfest on 
September 13, 14, and 15. The hours are: 
 Friday 6 pm to 12 am 
 Saturday 5 pm to 12 am 
 Sunday 12 pm to 8 p 

 Come hungry and enjoy plenty of food and drinks to keep 
you full. We’re cooking everything from burgers to donuts!  
 And of course, get ready to listen to live bands! On Friday 
“What She Said” will perform and on Saturday “3 Day Rule” 
will rock the house. 
 Sunday will be just as packed with excitement. Watch the 
Bengals game, and eat our famous Family Chicken Dinner. 
The dinner costs only $8 and is served from 2 to 7 pm. Dinner 
includes a tasty dessert. 
 The fun and games are back for both kids and adults 
alike. Ducky Downs will be running races, and our 
Grand Raffle will again have a $5,000 pay-off. Don’t forget 
our Bid N Buy tent packed with lots of goodies for you to bid 
on!  Keep a look out in the bulletin, website, app and 
Facebook for ways to help. 
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Vacation Bible School: 
In Jesus, The Victory  
is Won! 

By Jackie Koop  
 
"Mighty Fortress" was the theme of St. 

Barbara’s annual Vacation Bible 

School, held on June 24-28.  

 

The week brought smiles, joy, and faith sharing 

to more than 100 participants and volunteers, 

as we focused on Bible stories, crafts, and 

games, thanking God, who gives us victory 

through our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 

 Highlights included a 

spiritually themed magic 

show, Baptism water day 

with splashing fun and 

snow cones provided by 

the St. Barbara Youth 

Group. A grand finale 

program was presented by 

each group. Thank you to 

everyone who was 

involved in the  

special week! 

 

 

 

Ministry Spotlight: Faith and 

Fellowship  
By Courtney Mueller 

 

 Since its inception, the Faith and Fellowship program has 
brought a wide array of discussion topics to St. Barbara’s.  
Begun as an activity for parents whose children attend CCD 
on Wednesday nights, the program has brought a new level 
of education to the parish. 
 

Many parishioners have shared their 
experiences of how God has worked in 

their lives and how the Bible teaches about 
coping with life.   

 
 With a focus on mind, body, and spirit, discussions have 
covered topics from positive psychology and coping with 
stress and suffering to discussing art of the Catholic Church 
and taking a tour of the Holy Land through pictures.   
 Stan Heck, who has led the group, says that he loves 
helping parishioners articulate what they are excited about 
regarding their faith and making it easier for parishioners to 
learn more about Catholicism. He enjoys making faith 
accessible at a deeper level and helping parishioners add 
depth and knowledge to their sense of faith and sense of self. 
 The program is currently on hiatus until CCD starts back 
up in September. This fall, parishioners can look forward to 
some new topics—see below. St. Elizabeth will be partnering 
with the group to provide education on physical health. 
 Faith and Fellowship meets on Wednesday evenings at 7 
pm in the Sterling Event Center during CCD. 

 

 

Faith and Fellowship 

 

Current Schedule 
• Oct 2 – TBD, Heather Quast 

• Oct 9 – Learning from the World’s Great 

Religions, Jeff Jehn 

• Oct 16 – 7 Simple Steps to Improve Your Heart 

Health, Joyce Jacobs 

• Oct 23 – The Sign of the Cross, Our Victory over 

Sin and Death, Stan Heck 

• Oct 30 – The Angels Sing “Gloria”, Tyson Hermes 

• Nov 6 – The Transforming Power of the Creed, 

Matthew Lageman 

• Nov 13 – Holy, Holy, Holy – Being in the Throne 

Room of Heaven, Don Brockmeier 

• Nov 20 – Responding to Questions of Faith from 

our Teens, Clare Bach & Stan Heck 
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Where Do We Serve? 
By Deacon Chuck Melville 
 
 Many people minister at the Mass as lectors, altar 
servers, greeters, ushers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, Rosary leaders, sacristans, and musicians. Our 
Altar Society beautifies our worship space. 
 The Holy Name Society for men and Holy Dames for 
women are deeply involved in everything that goes on here at 
St. Barbara.  
 Our St. Vincent De Paul Society helps connect people in 
need to necessary goods and services. Our food pantry 
provides food for people in this community as well as 
surrounding communities.  
 Our Youth Group and teens preparing for Confirmation 
help in many roles. They serve meals at Hosea House, visit 
the residents at Woodcrest, serve in a mission in Florida for 
inner city youth, and do so much during the Fish Fries and the 
Rocktoberfest celebrations.  
 Our parish education ministry consists of volunteers who 
facilitate opportunities for families with children to grow in their 
faith and socialize. One of their biggest events is our annual 
Vacation Bible School. There are also opportunities through 
Lunch with Santa and Pumpkinfest. Teens are able to help out 
with many of these events.  
 In our CCD program, many people help to teach children 
the basics of the faith and prepare them for their Sacraments. 
Teens can be aides in the classroom for our Pre-K to Grade 6 
Sunday morning programs. Those who assist with the RCIA 
program help to guide people who are interested in joining the 
Catholic Church. 
 Prayer, study groups, and the Young Adult Frassati 
Fellowship meet to promote spiritual growth at the parish.  
 The Boy Scouts and Sea Scouts meet weekly throughout 
the year. 
 The parish also offers our space to support groups, 
including Alcoholics Anonymous.  
 Our Spare Time Parishioners keep up the buildings and 
grounds to emphasize our desire to invite everyone.  
 Our Families for Life Ministry raises awareness and 
organizes events to promote respect for life at all stages. 
 Our Hearts and Hands Ministry promotes wellness of 
body, mind, and spirit through a variety of programs. 
 Our Bereavement Committee is a ministry of hospitality 
that provides comfort and food for families after funerals. 
 Our Thanksgiving food drive provides local families in 
need with food for the holiday. 
 Our annual Christmas giving tree project helps families 
in need provide their families with presents for Christmas. 
Parishioners and donors contribute to this massive project. 
 The parish regularly organizes mission trips for men and 
women to the Mustard Seed Communities in Jamaica.  

We Are Called to Serve  
 
 I took some time to think about our parish. I was 
pondering just what was it about St. Barbara that makes our 
parish so special. I believe that our parish exists to serve 
others. Jesus taught us that “the greatest among you must 
become like the youngest, and the leader like one  
who serves.”  
 Our parish has a strong tradition of service and there are 
many ways you can help. So, what are some of the ways our 
parish serves others? 
 

Read many of the ways we serve on the right. 
 

 So now it is up to you to see where you can get involved. 
We are called to serve, to be the Body of Christ for those 
around us. It is up to each of us to step up, out of our comfort 
zone, to be Christ for one another.  

 
May the Lord bless and keep you. 

Deacon Chuck 

Modern Women's Guide to the Bible  
By Karen Riegler 
 
 Walking With Purpose is coming to St. Barbara!!  No, it is 
not a women’s walking club, rather, it is a program where 
women meet and journey together each week, with the 
Scriptures as our guide, to bring us closer to a personal 
relationship with Christ. The program appeals to a diverse 
group of women in all stages of life and faith.   
 In our diocese, several other parishes have either started 
or are in the second or third year of the program. 
 Here are comments from women in our diocese:  
 “It meets so many needs, from your need for faith, your 
need for fellowship, your need for hearing from other women 
who have similar roles - it meets all those needs.”  
 

“It’s a warm and inviting atmosphere, and 
it meets women where they are and brings 

them further into their faith.” 
 
 Ladies, if you are ready to experience God’s presence in 
your life in a more personal and profound way -  here are the 
details:  Walking with Purpose will begin on Sept. 23 at 6:30 
pm in the Sterling Center. Sessions will be held on 
subsequent Monday evenings. 
 An Open House will take place on Monday, Aug.  26 at 7 
pm in the Sterling Center. Join us for coffee and dessert to 
learn more about the specifics of the program and ask any  
questions you have.  
 If you need additional information now, you can contact 
Laurie Munson at 859-468-8514 or 
lauriemunson22@gmail.com or visit the website at 
www.walkingwithpurpose.com. 
 Are you ready ladies? - Let’s do this!!! 

To learn about stewardship opportunities at our parish, 
please go to the Ministry tab on our parish website or app. 

 

Who inspires you? Share the good news!  
Suggestions for the Stewardship and Ministry features are 

welcomed and can be sent to crosstalk@stbarbaraky.org. 

mailto:lauriemunson22@gmail.com
http://www.walkingwithpurpose.com
http://www.stbarbaraky.org
mailto:crosstalk@stbarbaraky.org
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Inspiring Stewards Among Us 
By Courtney Mueller 

 
 Since joining the parish, Stan Heck has truly made St. 
Barbara’s his second home. In addition to scheduling 
speakers for Faith and Fellowship on Wednesday nights, 
Stan is a lector at 11 am Mass on Sunday, works with Family 
Promise, and assists with the VITA ministry. 
 

 Regardless of which ministry, Stan’s 
passion for helping others and spending 
time with his parish family is easy to see. 

    
 One of his favorite activities 
is the bible study he helped to 
start with a few other members 
of the parish with whom he 
attended a Cursillo retreat. 
Though Stan’s enthusiasm for 
the Bible study is evident, what 
he truly enjoys about this group 
is the relationships he has 
formed with its members. He 
looks forward to seeing his 
friends from Bible study at 
Mass each week and talks 
about how wonderful it is to 

have this support group to pray with him. 
 Since retiring, Stan has continued to work in the field of 
Psychology. During the school year, he enjoys helping 
teachers and students at St. Augustine where he works as a 
school psychologist once a week. Stan also enjoys reading 
and writing. He has written eighteen home studies for his 
fellow psychologists, and considers this to be his  
legacy project. 
 Stan encourages new parishioners to find an activity that 
interests them and jump in. He hopes that all new members 
can truly find their own paths to immerse themselves in the 
parish and enter the life of the church so that St. Barbara’s 
can become their homes as well. 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!! 
 
 It is SO good to be back!! What a rough year. But God is 

good. I can’t thank all of you enough for all of the patience, 

prayers, and support that I have received. And from the 

bottom of my heart, I want to thank Deacon Chuck for all that 

he did while I was gone. He is now our pastoral associate and 

will assist me in meeting the needs of our parish. We are SO 

blessed to have Deacon Chuck as a part of our parish family! 

 

We are so blessed as a 

parish and have so much 

to look forward to as a  

parish family.  
 

 People often approach me and 

ask: “What is the secret that you all 

have going on out there?” Whether it 

is Rocktoberfest, our Liturgies, or just 

meeting a parishioner, I tell them it is the Holy Spirit. Because 

of our faith in the Holy Spirit, we built this beautiful place! 

Because of our faith in the Holy Spirit, we will continue to 

thrive. Thank you for your faith in me. But most of all, thank 

you for your faith in the  

Holy Spirit!!! 

 

God Bless You All, 
Fr. John 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

See future bulletins for more details. 
 

RCIA Begins…………………………………………...Aug 18 

CCD & Sunday Preschool Registration….Aug 25- Sept 22 

Walking with Purpose Open House…………………Aug 26  

Rocktoberfest……………………………………..Sept 13-15 

The Marriage Journey Conference…………………Sept 21 

CCD Classes Begin………………………………….Sept 25 

Sunday Preschool Begins..………………………….Sept 29 

Pet Blessing…………………………………………… ..Oct 2 

Turkey Shoots……………………….. Oct 19, Oct 26, Nov 2 

Pumpkinfest…………………………………………….Oct 19 

Craft Show:……………………………………………...Nov 2 

Our Parish Family 

 

Newly Married 
Matthew Egbers & Amy Cappel  

Adam Williams & Carrie Dwyer  

Derek Leistner & Jenna Schreiver 

Robert Stevenson & Katherine Hahnel  

Josh Roberts & Mica Dockery 

 

In Memoriam 
  Marvin Borne       Ruby Driscoll 

  Rita Freiermuth      Rhett Johnson 

  William Koch        Marilyn Peter 

  Thomas Pidgeon Jr.       Dominic "Lou" Porco   

  Joyce Staverman      Wren Taylor Thaman 

 

Staff Changes  
Deacon Chuck Melville is our Pastoral Associate.    

Lesley Duggan is our parish Bookkeeper and 

Administrative Assistant.  




