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Jo Rapp, One of Those 

Pillars of Our Parish �

�

We have our own share of funerals 

here at St. Barbara. As your Pastor here for 

the past 15 years, I have come to realize 

that many of those people who founded and 

built this parish have gone to their �

Heavenly Home. �

Recently, we buried Jo Rapp at the 

age of 106. Jo and her husband Charles 

were two of those PILLARS who built this 

parish and our original Church. She stayed 

involved in so many ways since that time. 

Jo raised a large Catholic family, yet always found time for her 

church and faith. She was a Eucharistic 

Minister well into her 90s. She was a 

Greeter at Mass, member of the Altar 

Society, Bereavement Committee, Holy 

Dames, Red Hats Club, and on and on. 

But, above all, Jo was a strong woman of 

extreme faith. Though small in stature, 

she stood tall in pride of her family; both 

her immediate family and her parish 

family. I can still see her in the front pew 

where she sat every week with her 

classy dress with her gentle smile. I never heard her say an 

unkind word about anyone. We can learn a lot from Jo. Faith, 

Family, and Friends come first. And in the midst of the good times 

and the bad, love everyone and do it with a smile. Pray for us Jo. 

We miss you and love you.�

In Christ, �

Fr. John�

Faith & Fellowship meets in the Sterling Center at 7pm on 

the third Wednesday of each month, except during Advent and 

Lent. The topics will be shared in the parish bulletin and �

weekly emails.�

Enhance your Advent journey by attending the Faith & 

Fellowship sessions on Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14 and 21 during the 

Wednesday night masses.�

The Advent speakers will be Beth Penn, Jeff Jehn, Pam 

Backer and Stan Heck. They will offer reflections on the Scripture 

readings of the day and the themes of Advent � hope, repentance 

and God is with us. 

What’s Inside�

�� Advent and Christmas Masses�

�� Meet Dave Jansing�

�� Welcome Weekend�

�� Rocktoberfest: Faith, Fun & Fellowship�

�� Meet Our New CCD Staff�

�� Holiday Giving Opportunities�

�� The Group That Keeps on Giving�

�� News from St. Henry School�

�

A Thanksgiving Thought�

By Deacon Chuck Melville�

�

A few weeks ago, we heard the Gospel according to Luke of 

the 10 lepers. As Jesus approached the 10, they cried out for Him 

to heal them. Jesus sent them to show themselves to the priests. 

While en route, the lepers were “cleansed.”  Only one returned. 

Jesus asked, "Were not all 10 cleansed? Where are the other 

nine? Has no one returned to give praise to God except this 

foreigner?” (Luke� 17:17�18).�

I got to thinking about this story. It was an “ah�ha” moment 

for me � it made so much sense. There have been times when I 

have given a gift, but I was left with a sense of emptiness 

because I never heard back if the gift was appreciated or not. It 

isn’t that I expected anything, but I just wondered. I know that 

there have also been times when I have not made the effort to 

give thanks for gifts to me. Those who gave me a gift would have 

likely felt empty because I did not take the time to let them know 

the gift was appreciated. How often do we take all the blessings 

and gifts from the Lord for granted � we almost feel entitled to 

them. Far too many times, I’m sure.�

You may relate to this thought. I encourage you to say this 

prayer with me.�

Lord, thank You, for You are the giver of so many beautiful 

gifts. I thank You for them all. Enable me to remember to thank 

You and thank others when they give a gift of kindness. Cause 

me to express my gratitude. Let the circle of love close � let love 

flow back to the giver. Amen. (Katherine Kehler)�

As we approach the holidays, we need to remember just 

where all our blessings come from. We need to offer sincere 

thanks for all the blessings and gifts we receive. Not just on the 

last Thursday of November, but every day.�

�

�

�
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Advent & Christmas Season Masses�

�

Advent Evening�

Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21 at 7pm�

Immaculate Conception Holy Day�

Dec. 7 at 7pm, Dec. 8 at 10am�

Christmas Eve�

Dec. 24 at 4pm, 6pm, 10pm�

Christmas Day�

Dec. 25 at 10am�

New Year’s Eve and Day�

Dec. 31 at 4:30pm, Jan. 1 at 9am, 11am�

�

Christmas Flowers Fund�

Each year as we gather to celebrate Christmas, our 

worship space is enhanced by poinsettias, trees, and greens that 

are made possible by donations to the annual Christmas Flower 

Fund. Contributions can be made in celebration, thanksgiving or 

memory of loved ones. Please send donations to the parish 

office or collection basket by Dec.18. �

�

Stewards Among Us�

By Courtney Mueller�

�

When asked about why he loves St. 

Barbara, Dave Jansing spoke of the 

openness of parishioners and the 

willingness of everyone to help out. From 

his career in law enforcement to the many 

roles he fills at St. Barbara, Dave is no 

exception to this.�

At St. Barbara, Dave served as the 

president of Pastoral Council and has 

been a Eucharistic Minister since he was a member of St. Henry. 

He also uses his EMT skills and law enforcement experience as 

the chair of the security team at Rocktoberfest. Though he 

started as the captain of the Bourbon Trail booth, Dave prefers 

holding this position in security because of the comradery he 

feels with the other members of team who are all former law 

enforcement professionals.  �

While he started his career in law enforcement as a Kenton 

County Police Officer, Dave has also served as a volunteer fire 

fighter since his 18th birthday, and recently celebrated his 15th 

year with the Fort Mitchell Fire Department where he has been 

an Assistant Chief since 1995. Dave currently serves as a 

Deputy Director of the Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management (HSEM) Agency in Kenton County. �

In addition to this, Dave also works in Security at St. 

Elizabeth in Edgewood. “I do it because I enjoy helping people,” 

he said when speaking of this position. For the last year, he has 

worked with the team at St. Elizabeth to help provide a safe 

environment for both patients and employees.  

In its 9th year here at St. Barbara, Welcome (formerly 

known as Christ Renews His Parish or “CRHP”) continues to help 

women discover what is missing in their lives. Welcome is an 

experience unlike any other offered here at our parish. Welcome 

puts a framework around the questions and struggles we have 

and share every day. This weekend transforms people. You just 

need to go and experience it for yourself. Each year, the Holy 

Spirit calls on women to come to the Welcome Weekend. The 

challenge is hearing the call and saying yes to Welcome! The 

next Welcome weekend is February 18 & 19, 2023 and will be 

held here at our Sterling Event Center. The Welcome weekend 

registration and information will be coming out in early January in 

the parish bulletin. Mark your calendars as you do not want to 

miss this great opportunity to discover what is missing in your life.�

Our Parish Family�

�

New Parishioners�

Greg & Kara Allen�

Jennifer & Brian Bailey�

Carolyn & Ron Brown�

Steve & Adrienne Chevalier�

Alexander & Allison Fangman�

Charles & Linda Fieger�

Steve Flick�

Anthony & Kimberly Gladen�

Dorothy Hensley�

Becky Horvath�

Michael & Julie Houle�

Daniel & Susan Lange�

Douglas & Angela Lepping�

Lawrence & Sarah Lepping�

Michael Lind�

Richard Meineke�

Sean & Amanda Menke�

Linda Merrell�

James & Diane Ruark�

Robert & Lyndsey Schroeder�

Jim & Jane Wiess�

�

Marriages�

John Berger & Suzanne Rechtin�

Steve Megenthal & Sharon Schabell�

Brady Grove & Daisy Jo DiVita   �

�

In Memoriam�

James Schwartz�

Ronald Schneider�

Josephine Rapp�

Julie Meyer�

Ruth Ann Fewell�
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Meet Our New CCD Staff �

By Jackie Koop, CCD Coordinator�

�

St. Barbara Parish is blessed to have talented and devoted 

catechists evangelizing to our young Catholics. This year, three 

new teachers have joined our CCD team. All are experienced 

educators and faith�filled St. Barbara parishioners. �

Paula Jansing is our sixth�grade teacher and will focus on 

teaching about Sacred Scripture. Paula is the secretary of the 

Holy Dames Group, and she and her husband Dave are frequent 

greeters at the 11am Mass. �

Dennis O’Toole is teaching seventh grade, which will focus 

on living as disciples of Christ, with an emphasis on the 

sacraments. Dennis is also a greeter at the 9am Mass and has 

assisted with Vacation Bible School for several years.�

Teri Aydt and her family joined St. Barbara recently. She is 

energetic and multi�talented and has already filled in for �

third�grade and sixth�grade CCD classes. Teri will also assist with 

incorporating technology into the program, employing the new 

Smart TVs in the classrooms, using resources provided by the 

textbook publisher, Sophia Institute for Teachers.�

Please keep all of our CCD staff and students in your 

prayers this year.�

�

�

�

�

Faith, Fun, & Fellowship! �

by Tina Bowen�

�

St. Barbara’s Rocktoberfest proved 

to be a great weekend once again for our 

11th year! Our parish came together to 

provide the community with a wonderful 

experience providing tasty food and 

drinks, fun games, and great music! We 

were grateful that the rain stayed away on 

Sunday to help make the weekend perfect. This event could not 

have happened without the help of all the volunteers that came to 

help with set up, serving food, making drinks, selling duck tickets, 

working security and bid�n�buy, and helping with all the games. 

The bands that performed � Tyler Moore Band, The Whammies, 

and The Grateful Dads � helped to keep us rocking all weekend 

long. In addition to fun, fellowship and faith, the festival fundraising 

netted about $69,000! The festival steering committee would like 

to thank everyone who helped with volunteering and donating. 

Mark your calendar for next year’s dates � September 8, 9, & 10.�

Thank you to everyone who supported Rocktoberfest!�

�

Congratulations to the Rocktoberfest steering committee!�

�

�

Holiday Giving Opportunities�

�

As we approach the holiday season, please consider 

giving to our parish's collections for those in need. Thank 

you for your generosity!�

�� Our Christmas Giving Tree provides gifts for families 

from local schools. Each child receives two gifts of 

choice and new socks & underwear. Printed tags with 

the requested items will be available before or after 

weekend Masses or you can select a gift on 

SignupGenius. Please return the unwrapped gift with 

the gift tag attached no later than noon on Dec. 11. 

Contact sbgtree@gmail.com with any questions or for 

information about signing up online. �

�� Spread some holiday cheer to the residents 

at�Woodcrest�Nursing & Rehabilitation Center by 

selecting a gift from the Woodcrest Wish List. See the 

parish website or app to sign up, then return gifts by 

Dec.11. Call 859.750.3380 with questions.�

�� The St. Vincent dePaul Society provides assistance 

with utility costs, rent, groceries, and household items 

to needy families in our area.�Monetary donations can 

be placed in the collection basket or made online at 

stbarbaraky.weshareonline.org.�

�� The Retirement Fund for Religious helps religious 

communities care for their aging members, who have 

offered a lifetime of service. Donations can be placed 

in the collection basket, sent to the parish office, or 

made online at covdio.org/stewardship�missions. 

Learn more at retiredreligious.org.�

Learn about stewardship opportunities at our parish!�

Go to the Ministry tab on our parish website or app.�

�

Who inspires you? Share the good news!��

Suggestions for the Stewardship and Ministry features �

are welcomed and can be sent to �

crosstalk@stbarbaraky.org.�
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Crusader Nation�

By Dennis Wolff, Principal�

�

This year we’ve been able to start as 

“regular” as we ever have been without 

restrictions and delving back into traditions 

we’ve come to love at St. Henry. We’re starting to build new ones, 

too. For example, our older children are sitting with their younger 

reading buddies during Mass. It’s a blessing to see everyone 

working together to build their faith and relationship with God, as 

our theme this year is: many parts, one body. We’re reminded 

frequently that while we are many parts, we all make up one body 

of Christ. �

Academically, schools everywhere are rebounding from 

deficits caused by Covid. In many of our grades, our children 

maintained, and at times improved, their academic standing. With 

added intervention, staffing, and support across the school our 

students are and will continue to make academic strides. In 

addition to academic support, we’ve been blessed to maintain a 

full�time counselor here at St. Henry. We’re very lucky to provide 

much needed social�emotional, faith�based support to our 

children, as well as proactive lessons on addressing interpersonal 

relationships and other stressors our children are facing on a �

daily basis.�

Golf was introduced here at St. Henry with resounding 

interest and excitement. We had double the number of student�

athletes than expected and look forward to continued growth in 

golf. The volleyball season ended with strong performances 

across grade levels that saw league and tournament 

championships again this year. We’re looking forward to once 

again hosting our renowned basketball tournaments, starting with 

the Crusader Classic in November. �

Right around the corner is our third annual CruGiving week. 

CruGiving was developed in response to the challenging times 

presented by Covid, and we’ve been blessed to raise over 

$100,000 in two years! What a tremendous outpouring of support 

from our St. Henry community that spanned across cities, 

counties, and states. This year, we’re praying that we can 

continue that success as we aim to raise money for long�term 

staffing needs. We’ve been able to add several staff members 

this year with Covid funds and to maintain the support for children 

that is so necessary for success, additional funding at this time is 

necessary. To incentivize meeting the goal, children will have the 

chance to slime Mr. Wolff if the goal is met! To donate, go to our 

CruGiving Website at CruGiving2022.givesmart.com. �

I cannot thank you enough for your time, your prayers, and 

your generosity in helping us stay ST. HENRY STRONG. St. 

Henry and St. Barbara, pray for us!�

Connect with us at 859.342.2551, sthenryschool.net and 

facebook.com/st.henryschool.�

Third�grade students dressed up as their favorite saints.�

The Group That Keeps on Giving�

By Katarina List�

�

As people grow up, they go in and out of friendships and 

friend groups. Some last longer than others. Some are more 

impactful than others. But all help us to grow one way or another. 

For me, St. Barbara's Youth Group is a friend group that is always 

present and keeps on giving. This group, led by John Kidwell, has 

been active since before I was born. I remember when I was 

young, my brothers would occasionally take me to the weekly 

meeting. I remember the laughs, talking, games, singing, dancing, 

and all the amazing food there. Though I have grown up, none of 

that has changed. There is still a lot of laughter, talking, and crazy 

dance moves. Even though kids have grown up and gone off to 

become adults, they will always have the fun�filled childhood 

memories of being part of a supportive second family.�

 I am now a senior in high school; I look back and realize 

how valuable this group has been to me. It allows me to embrace 

my inner child and forget all the stress that comes with planning 

my future. I have met tons of new friends throughout the years 

and each of them holds a special place in my heart. Being in this 

group allows me to meet all kinds of new people. I have met 

individuals from different schools, churches, counties and even 

from another continent. For example, a foreign exchange student 

from Spain, Sofia, has joined our group for this year. I love being 

able to get to know her and call her my friend. Without the Youth 

Group, I wouldn’t have nearly as many friends and being able to 

see them every week and sometimes on the weekend means the 

world to me because it allows me to make strong connections that 

will forever be with me. �

All of this aside, I love how this Youth Group always gives 

back to the community. The fact that we help those who are 

elderly (retirement home), young (children’s orphanage), disabled 

(Busy Buddies), and disadvantaged (Hosea House) shows me 

how giving up a small amount of time to show kindness goes a 

long way. It isn’t all just volunteering, we also do many fun 

activities. We do snow tubing, gymnastics, tumbling, mission trips, 

donut making, laser tag, white water rafting, canoeing, nerf 

battles, Pumpkinfest, Lunch with Santa, Rocktoberfest, and many 

other unique activities that allow us to enjoy being kids. It doesn’t 

take a lot to make a difference, it just takes the willingness and 

drive to do so and this Youth Group pushes all of us to be the best 

we can be. To be kind, humble, and selfless. To follow in �

God’s footsteps.  

�

Members of the Youth Group gathered with their paddles before 

their rafting excursion in West Virginia in July.�




