
	

 

April 1, 2022 
 

Dear St. Barbara Parishioners, 

You have all probably heard the phrase “It takes a village to raise a child.”, but did you know “It takes a Parish 
to build fellowship for our community?”  One gift that is very unique to our parish has always been the 
outstanding people who volunteer when asked. Our parish has been built on this and I thank all of you from 
the bottom of my heart for stepping up. Building fellowship is not an easy task. It takes commitment, courage, 
strength, time, money and sweat equity. There is no other Parish that I know that always seems to rise to the 
occasion to help those in need with such enthusiasm. No matter if it’s a St. Vincent de Paul food drive, 
Christmas Giving Tree, helping those who have lost everything in a natural disaster, fish fry or building 
fellowship through our festival, St. Barbara gives its best. 

St. Barbara is a special place. There are many who have been with the Parish since the beginning and all will 
state that St. Barbara has grown by leaps and bounds. With our accelerated growth we have been able to 
expand the church and its campus as well as build up our ministries and expand our social outreach. Even 
though we have had such growth and currently stand at 1489 households, surprisingly only 20% of the parish 
is actually getting involved. 

This isn’t because those parishioners have a want or a need to do everything, it’s that we need our new 
members to also be part of our volunteer family. The increase in parishioners plus the increase in ministry 
activities, without an increase in volunteers, could easily burn some people out. All of our ministries are 
impacted by our rapid growth. Our festival committee has seen this first-hand. In 2011 when the festival was 
brought back, more than 900 volunteers were needed to pull off the three day event. Even though it was our 
“start-up” year and we had horrible weather, the parish was determined to make it a success! At that point it 
was a challenge and St. Barbara said, “bring it on!” For the last 11 years St. Barbara and the small band of 
steering members has given their all. 

With that said, the Steering Committee as well as many of the Chairs and Captains are looking to pass on our 
experience and dedication to the next generation. On average the same people have been in their dedicated 
roles from 8-11 years. While we enjoy the festival and want it to live on forever, we want to step aside and see 
what others can bring to the festival and the parish. The fact is, if parishioners don’t step up the festival as 
well as other ministry activities may have difficulty surviving. 

So, we are urging members of our Parish Family, new and old, to step up to keep our ministries alive and 
vibrant. If you are interested in joining the festival family, please contact Tina Bowen (859)-640-8766. If 
festivals are not your thing, consider contacting the parish office at (859)-371-3100 to see what other 
ministries you can help with. In the words of our Festival Committee: “Let’s Rock On!” 

 

Sincerely, 

Fr. John and the Festival Steering Committee 

	


