
Dear Sacred Heart Family, 
 
 My name is Father Renaurd West, and I am honored to be appointed 
as your new parish priest!  Before you ask, I am not related to Father 
Gregory West (that I know of), although I am happy to share that great 
name with him!  I am originally from the Greenville area, and was received 
into the Catholic Church at Easter of 2001.  I attended seminary at Mount 
St Mary’s in Emmitsburg, MD, and was ordained here in Charleston in 
2013.  Most recently, I have been the parish priest of Our Lady of Peace in 
North Augusta since 2017.   

Sacred Heart parish has a long and storied history, with a beautiful 
church, a reverence for our Catholic traditions, and many priestly vocations 
that have served the Diocese of Charleston for decades.  Twelve years ago, I 
taught briefly next door at Charleston Catholic School.  It was a wonderful 
experience, not the least of which was being able to worship at Holy Mass 
with the young people and teachers each week in this historic church.  I 
have long seen great opportunities in this parish, and the fact that this area 
of Charleston has been greatly revitalized in recent years only increases the 
potential for Sacred Heart to be a true hub for evangelization and Catholic 
family life.  My sincere belief is that, if we work together under the guidance 
of our Lord and our Lady, this parish can grow  into the thriving 
community it has been in the past, and which it was always meant to be!  

I ask, first of all, for your prayers.  The Lord tells us that prayer can 
move mountains, and while we have no physical mountains anywhere 
nearby, there are many significant challenges ahead for us.  Prayer and 
fasting are the most powerful tools that we have.  I also ask you to consider 
physical help to the parish.  With only myself and Jordan around most of 
the time, volunteers are always needed for the various tasks of helping our 
parish thrive.  Finally, I ask for your financial support.  As you know, with 
historic buildings come regular costs of maintenance, and often significant 
expenditures for long-neglected needs.  I know that these past months have 
been difficult for so many.  At the same time, we keep in mind the story in 
the Gospels of the Widow’s Mite: “Others have all made offerings from 
their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has offered her whole 
livelihood” (Luke 21:4).  Of course, we are only asked to give according to 
our means, so thank you in advance for your generosity! 

So that you are aware, for the time being, I will be residing at the 
Bishop’s house on Broad Street.  I hope that this is a very temporary 
situation, as I have the renovation of the rectory as one of my first 
priorities.  I know that several priests have come and gone from this parish 



with that goal not accomplished.  After so many years of the rectory falling 
into severe neglect, I hope you will agree that it is time to bring priests back 
to that house!  Of course, right now that is not possible.  If you have not 
seen inside, much of it is in disrepair.  However, there are a few possible 
avenues that we may take to finally bring that project to a conclusion (but 
first, a beginning!).  I will keep you regularly updated regarding this 
progress.   

Finally, to those of you who have left the parish in recent years, I 
extend a heartfelt invitation back home.  Whatever the reasons for your 
deciding to leave, my goal is to help restore this parish to its former 
greatness and more, and I can only do that with your help.  I am happy to 
sit down and chat with you individually if you would like to meet.  Whatever 
I can do to help you return home to your parish family, I would like the 
opportunity to try.  

I very much look forward to getting to know all of you in the coming 
weeks and months, and I ask for your prayers that I might be a good 
shepherd for you, a shepherd after the Heart of Jesus.  Be assured that all of 
you are in my prayers daily.   

 
Fr West  

 


