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Program Overview 
Encounter is designed for public and parochial students in 9th grade to help 
prepare them for Confirmation class next year. It provides students with a firm 
foundation of faith, teaches them how to become young leaders at St. Pius and in 
the community, and helps them to form friendships with their classmates as they 
prepare to enter Confirmation class the following year. Throughout the Encounter 
program, we focus on the basics of the Catholic faith and expand on what it means 
to be a Catholic young adult in the world today as a way to help prepare them to 
begin the process towards Confirmation during their 10th grade year. Encounter 
meets once per month on a Sunday from 2:00pm-3:30pm. The dates of these events 
are indicated on the calendar given out at the parent meeting. All classes and 
meetings take place in Pius Hall. In addition, the candidates are required to attend 
the retreat and service day with the large group as well as complete 25 hours of 
service in both the parish and community. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

COVID-19 Clause 
We realize the very real danger of COVID-19 and strive to find the best 
protection for all of our students and staff. At this time, we are planning for classes 
to meet socially distanced in-person, but this may change to online if the 
circumstances become too dangerous. Face masks will be required at all classes and 
events. The service component will still be expected, so students may have to get 
creative in their ideas of service. We will do our best to keep all families informed 
as the situation progresses. Please check your email, the parish bulletin, and the 
website regularly for updates regarding COVID-19. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Attendance Policy 

Attendance at all the monthly scheduled sessions on the calendar is mandatory. If a 
candidate is going to be absent, it is the parent’s responsibility to contact Micaela 
at least 3 days in advance and the reason for the absence must be stated. Students 
are expected to be at all small group sessions and all required events unless illness 
or family emergency arises. Sports events/practices, trips, weekends away, 
homework, and similar reasons are not acceptable for being absent. Any student 
who misses more than one required event within the program year must meet in 
person with Micaela to determine the appropriate course of action. Excessive 
absences may lead to a meeting with Father Thompson. All make-up work needs to 
be completed for each session missed regardless of reason. If you have a special 
situation that results in multiple absences for your child, talk with Micaela to make 
arrangements. 



 

 

Encounter 2020-2021 Calendar 
*all events will occur in Pius Hall unless otherwise noted* 

 

 

Informational meetings [students and parents] – attend one 

Saturday, August 29th: 3:45-4:15pm 

Sunday, August 30th: 9:45-10:15am 

 

Sessions (Sundays 2:00-3:30pm) 

September 20th: Prayer 

October 11th: Personal Experience of Faith 

November 15th: Scripture, History, and Tradition 

December 13th: Social Justice 

January 17th: Liturgy 

February 21st: Moral Relativism 

March 21st: Eschatology 

 

Retreat 

 April 11th: time and location TBD 

 

Service Day 

 April 24th or 25th: time and date TBD 

 



 

 

Encounter Fee 
Students are provided supplemental materials as well as access to video content 
used in classes. In order to cover the cost of these materials, there is a $75.00 fee 
for Encounter. We ask that you submit this fee to the Parish Office as soon as 
possible. Please submit the fee separate from any other payment you may be 
providing. Checks can be made out to St. Pius X Catholic Church, but remember to 
put “Encounter” in the memo line along with your child’s name. Online payment 
options are also available on the Religious Education tab of our website: 
www.crpiusx.org. 
 
To pay the Encounter fee online, follow the steps below: 

1. Go to www.crpiusx.org → Religious Education → High School 
2. Click the button that says “Pay Online” 
3. Log in or create a profile if needed. 
4. Under “Religious Education Tuition” put in $75.00 

• When entering your payment information, we prefer that you enter 
your bank account information rather than credit/debit card 
information. This is because of the credit/debit card fees we incur for 
these transactions. However, either method is acceptable. 

 
The last day to pay the Encounter Fee is September 13, 2020. 
 

 

Registration 
Encounter registration is completed online. In order to register, follow the steps 
below: 

1. Go to www.crpiusx.org → Religious Education → High School 
2. Click on the link to register 
3. Fill out your information using My School System 

o Be sure the class you register for is 9th grade Encounter 
4. After filling out all the information, make sure everything is saved and 

submitted 
 
The last day to register for the Encounter Program is September 13, 2020. 
 
During our Encounter classes, we use the online streaming platform, FORMED. A free 
FORMED account is not just limited to students; it can be accessed by every single 
person in a household if desired. You can register using one of these two methods:  

• On a computer: www.crpiusx.formed.org 

• On a phone: FORMED app → enter the code 6KXFDJ 
 



 

 

Service 
Students are expected to complete 25 hours of service throughout the whole year. 
This is not to make them “put in time” or to give them “busy work.” We are aware 
that during this time of COVID-19, hands-on service opportunities may be difficult 
or impossible. Now is our chance to research creative ways to reach out and serve 
the needs of our parish, community, and world. 
 
Service is a way for you to use your gifts, talents and abilities to help others. To be 
a true service project neither you nor anyone in your immediate family can benefit, 
either directly or indirectly, from your service. The goal is to look beyond yourself 
and beyond those nearest to you and give of yourself to help someone else. If you 
are having trouble finding service opportunities, explore the needs of people in 
your Church, school, neighborhood or community. 
 
These suggestions are some of the ways a student may choose to serve. Perhaps 
something on this list will give you other ideas on how to use your special gifts. 

• Help with events at St. Pius 

• Assist the elderly or a needy family with their chores (cut grass, yard work, 
cooking, cleaning, shopping, etc.) 

• Baby-sit for someone who needs help 

• Organize or help with a recycling project or clean-up campaign 

• Write cards or letters to hospitalized children, teens or military personnel 

• Collect food for the poor or work in a food bank 

• Collect, clean, and repair clothing for the poor 

• Perform special services for the handicapped (read to the blind) 

• Prepare meal or desert for a family dealing with a death 

• Collect toys for poor children 

• Make gifts or favors for those in hospital/nursing homes 

• Bake for a bake sale 

• Work in a Special Education program or tutor after school 

• Coach or assist with young children’s sports activities 
 
Students need to keep track of their hours to be turned in at the end of the 
Encounter year. If you have trouble finding service opportunities, contact the 
Micaela for ideas. 


