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Introductory Prayer 
(Stand) 

Leader:   In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:   Amen. 

Leader: We have gathered together to remember the passion and 
death of Jesus in the Way of the Cross. 

 Let us pray. 

All: Lord Jesus, you asked us to follow you and be your disciples.  
Be with us now as we follow your footsteps in the Way of the 
Cross.  For this we pray to you, our Lord and Savior, now living 
and reigning for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

  



I 

Jesus is Condemned to Death 

 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all, but that a riot 
was breaking out instead, he took water and washed his hands in 
the sight of the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood.  
Look to it yourselves.”  Then he released Barabbas to them, but 
after he had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be crucified. 
(Matthew 27:24-26) 

Leader: Pilate was affected by the political pressures of the times and by 
the rebellious attitude of the Jews in Palestine.  He had many 
responsibilities as governor and used this as an excuse to not 
deal justly with a grievance against a peasant carpenter. 

All: (Kneel) Jesus, we are often blinded by our own sense of what is 
important in our lives. Many times we lack the courage to accept 
our responsibilities. As we walk with you we pray that you will help 
us to stand for what is right, not give in to pressure or fear. Grant 
this, Jesus, Saving Lord.  Amen.  

(Stand) 
  



II 

Jesus Accepts His Cross 

 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was 
about noon.  Pilate said to the Jews, “Here is your King!”  They 
cried out, “Away with Him! Away with Him! Crucify Him!”  Pilate 
asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?”  The chief priests 
answered, “We have no King but the emperor.”  Then Pilate 
handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and 
carrying the cross himself, he went out to what is called the Place 
of the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha.  (John 19: 14-17) 

Leader: For Jesus, taking the cross was the culmination of His entire life. 
His cross came not only from Pilate, but from when He took on 
the work of the Father and became a man. Jesus learned what it 
was like to struggle, to hunger, to feel pain – in other words, to 
be human. 

All: (Kneel) Lord Jesus, you embraced your cross. So often we shy away 
from the crosses you hold out to us. You have shown us that 
suffering without love is demeaning, but suffering embraced with 
love can become saving sacrifice. By your wounds we are healed, 
and in union with you, by our wounds, we can heal others. Fill our 
hearts with that selfless love by which you became our Savior. 
Grant this, Jesus, Saving Lord.  Amen.   

  (Stand) 



III 

Jesus Falls the First Time 

 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just 
a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my 
servant be.  The Father will honor whoever serves me. 

 (John 12: 24,26) 

Leader: Jesus embraced humanity in all its weaknesses and failings.  He 
gave us the wisdom to see our own humanity as a gift that can 
strengthen us. 

All: (Kneel) Jesus, as you experienced your physical limitations, we too 
come face to face with our own limitations.  In our times of  
helplessness, like watching someone we love die, like seeing a 
suffering child, or like listening to someone’s tale of grief, save us 
from trying to carry our crosses on our own.  In you alone do we 
find the strength to live life to its fullest.  Grant this, Jesus, Saving 
Lord.  Amen.   

  (Stand) 



IV 

Jesus Meets Mary, 

His Mother 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus 
saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to 
his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.”  Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother.”  And from that hour the disciple 
took her into his home.  (John 19: 25-27) 

Leader: As the mother of Jesus, Mary shares the pain of his passion in a 
special way. She experiences the pain of grief as she sees Jesus 
depart this world.  Her answer to these events is the same as 
before: a “Yes” to the will of God and to follow wherever this path 
will lead. 

All: (Kneel) Lord Jesus, you gave us your Mother to be our own.  Her 
love for you and her fidelity to the will of your Father challenge us.  
She bore you in her womb and brought forth the Light into the 
world of darkness.  May we, who follow her example, bear you in 
our hearts and bring you forth into our world.  Grant this, Jesus, 
Saving Lord.  Amen. 

(Stand) 



V 

Simon Helps Jesus 

Carry His Cross 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: As they led him away, they took hold of a certain Simon, a 
Cyrenean, who was coming in from the country.   They put a 
crossbeam on Simon’s shoulder for him to carry along behind 
Jesus.  (Luke: 23:26) 

Leader: Jesus said that those who wish to be his follower must deny their 
very selves, take up their crosses each day, and follow in his 
steps. For those who would save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for his sake, will save it.    

All: (Kneel) Jesus, if we had been there, would we have come to your 
aid?  So often we pass by someone in need and don’t even notice 
because we are aware only of our own self, our own little world.  
Open our eyes, for we have seen crosses burdening others’ backs 
and did not perceive that the face was yours.  Grant this, Jesus, 
Saving Lord.  Amen. 

(Stand) 



VI 

Veronica Wipes the Face 

of Jesus 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: Then the righteous will answer him and say, “Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When 
did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe 
you?  When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?”  And the 
king will say to them in reply, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

 (Matthew 25:37- 40) 

Leader: Veronica’s gesture of love was a gift of her very self.  Rather than 
hold back and not get involved, she listened to her heart and gave 
all that she could.  Her gift was a small comfort to someone in 
such dire need. 

All: (Kneel) Lord, we like to believe that we are not indifferent to the 
needs of those around us.  But how often have we seen you in the 
least of our brothers and sisters and either turned our backs or 
stood apart as guilty bystanders? Forgive us, for we have seen 
wounds and not recognized them as yours.  Grant this, Jesus, 
Saving Lord.  Amen. 

 (Stand) 



VII 

Jesus Falls the Second Time 

 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: While we thought of him as stricken, as one smitten by God and 
afflicted, it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he 
endured.  But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our 
sins.  Upon him was the chastisement that makes us whole, by his 
stripes we were healed.  We had all gone astray like sheep, each 
following our own way; but the Lord lay upon him the guilt of us all.  
(Isaiah 53:4-6) 

Leader: Jesus said, “Come to me all you who labor and are heavily 
burdened and take my yoke upon you, for my yoke is sweet and 
my burden is light.” 

All: (Kneel) Lord Jesus, your burden is heavy.  But even though you 
stumble, you rise again to do your Father’s will. So often we get 
discouraged and seem crushed by the burdens of life. Help us 
remember that we do not need to carry them alone.  Strengthen us, 
that when we fall we may clasp your hand and rise.  Grant this, 
Jesus, Saving Lord.  Amen.  

(Stand) 
  



VIII 

Jesus Meets the Women 

of Jerusalem 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: A large crowd of people followed Jesus, including many women 
who mourned and lamented him.  Jesus turned to them and said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep instead for 
yourselves and for your children, for indeed, the days are coming 
when people will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that 
never bore and the breasts that never nursed.’ At that time people 
will say to the mountains, ‘Fall upon us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’  
For if these things are done when the wood is green what will 
happen when it is dry?” (Luke 23:27- 31) 

Leader: Jesus admonished these women and predicted the coming 
destruction of the city upon those who sought to bring liberation 
by violence. They were the dry wood.  How terrible that Jesus, 
the green wood, who sought to bring about change through 
gentleness and love, suffered the same fate of execution. 

All: (Kneel) Christ Jesus, the women wept for you on your journey.  But it 
was time to weep for the children of Jerusalem and for all those for 
whom you died.  Be with us now as we reach out to God’s people 
everywhere.  Grant this, Jesus, Saving Lord.  Amen.   

(Stand) 

  



IX 

Jesus Falls the Third Time 

 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: If he gives his life as an offering for sin, he shall see his 
descendants in a long life, and the will of the Lord shall be 
accomplished through him.  Because of his affliction he shall see 
the light in fullness of days.  Through his suffering, my servant shall 
justify many, and their guilt he shall bear. (Isaiah 53:10-11) 

Leader: This is a distressing scene:  Jesus, lying on the ground for the 
third time with the weight of the cross upon him.  Why does he 
keep trying?  He has been beaten, whipped and prodded through 
the streets of the city, and now he lies exhausted on the ground.   

All: (Kneel) Lord Jesus, you struggle beneath the weight of the cross, 
but you never toss it aside.  There are times in our lives when we 
feel crushed by our crosses.  These times are terrifying, Lord.  Give 
us the strength and courage to persevere. By your example, you 
will bring us to the resurrection.  Grant this, Jesus, Saving Lord.  
Amen.  

 (Stand) 



X 

Jesus Is Stripped 

of His Garments 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
  and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: The soldiers took his garments and divided them four ways, one for 
each soldier.  There was also his tunic, but this tunic was woven in 
one piece from top to bottom and had no seam.  They said to each 
other, “We should not tear it.  Let us throw dice to see who gets it.”  
The purpose of this was to have the scripture fulfilled: They divided 
my garments among them and for my clothing they cast lots. 

 (John 19:23-24) 

Leader: Jesus willingly stood naked to the world as the soldiers removed 
his clothes to prepare him for crucifixion. He lost his strength, 
freedom, disciples, and now, his clothes.  Though he surrendered 
his garments, he maintained his dignity and never lost sight of the 
fact that he was the beloved Son of God. 

All: (Kneel) Lord Jesus, you were not ashamed to stand before the 
crowds in absolute openness and honesty throughout your life. We 
have many ways of hiding behind false fronts and appearances. 
Help us to be open and honest in our lives so that we follow your 
example. Grant this, Jesus, Saving Lord.  Amen. 

(Stand) 

 



XI 

Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross 

 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
   and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him.  The 
inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.”   
With him they crucified two revolutionaries, one on his right and 
one on his left.  (Mark 15:25-27) 

Leader: Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. 
Live on in my love.  This is my commandment: love one another 
as I have loved you.  There is no greater love than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

All: (Kneel) Lord Jesus, you have manifested the greatest love one can 
have: to lay down your life for others.  You did not hold back from 
giving, while so often all that we can think of is taking.  Forgive our 
selfishness, correct our self-centeredness.  Show us how to stretch 
out our arms, like yours, in an embrace of love. Grant this, Jesus, 
Saving Lord.  Amen.  

(Stand) 



XII 

Jesus Dies on the Cross 

 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
   and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; they do not know what they 
are doing.”  The people stood there watching, and the leaders kept 
jeering at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he 
is the Messiah of God, the chosen one.” 

 One of the criminals hanging in crucifixion blasphemed him:  
“Aren’t you the Messiah?  Then save yourself and us.”  But the 
other one rebuked him: “Have you no fear of God, seeing you are 
under the same sentence?  We deserve it, after all.  We are only 
paying the price for what we’ve done, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” He then said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
enter upon your reign.”  And Jesus replied, “I assure you: this day 
you will be with me in paradise.” 

 It was now around midday, and darkness came over the whole 
land until mid-afternoon, with an eclipse of the sun.  The curtain in 
the sanctuary was torn in two.  Jesus uttered a loud cry and said, 
“Father into your hands I commend my spirit.” After he said this, he 
expired.  (Luke 23: 34a, 35, 39-46) 

Leader: Paul says: “This saying is trustworthy: If we have died with him, 
we shall also live with him; if we persevere, we shall also reign 
with him.”  (2 Timothy 2:11-12) 

All: (Kneel) Lord Jesus, for those of us with faith, your death brings new 
life and a new kind of hope.  May our own dying with you bring us 
everlasting life.  Grant this, Jesus, Saving Lord. Amen. 

 (Stand) 



XIII 

Jesus Is Taken Down 

from the Cross 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
   and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: When they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they 
did not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, 
and immediately blood and water flowed out.  After this, Joseph of 
Arimathea, secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of the Jews, asked 
Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus.  And Pilate permitted 
it.  So he came and took his body.  (John 19: 33-34, 38) 

Leader: Jesus said, “You will grieve for a time, but your grief will be 
turned into joy… You are sad for a time, but I shall see you 
again, and then your hearts will rejoice, with a joy no one can 
take from you.” 

All: (Kneel) Lord Jesus, we truly rejoice, for you have kept your promise. 
You are with us.  Never again shall we be alone.  Give us the 
strength to embrace all of our sorrows and losses. Your presence 
turns them to joy.  Grant this, Jesus, Saving Lord.  Amen.   

(Stand) 



XIV 

Jesus Is Laid in the Tomb 

 
Leader:    We adore you, O Christ, 
   and we bless you. (Genuflect) 

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world. (Stand) 

Reader: Joseph took the body down, wrapped it in fine linen, and laid it in a 
tomb hewn out of the rock, in which no one had yet been buried.  
That was the Day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was about to 
begin.  The women who had come with him from Galilee followed 
along behind.  They saw the tomb and how his body was buried.  
Then they went home to prepare spices and perfumes.  They 
observed the Sabbath as a day of rest, in accordance with the law.  
(Luke 23:53-56) 

Leader: It appears that everything is finished.  Who would have imagined 
this tomb would soon be empty, that Jesus would show himself 
alive to his disciples, or that they would recognize him in the 
breaking of bread?  The buried Christ is the seed of hope in a 
new life. 

All: (Kneel) Lord Jesus, by your grace help us to become people of faith: 
faith in your continuing presence now and faith that your eternal 
presence comes from our dying and rising with you. Grant this, 
Jesus, Saving Lord.  Amen. 

 (Stand) 



Concluding Prayer 

 

Leader: As we depart from this sacred place to follow Christ into our 
world, let us do so in peace. 

 And may God’s blessing be upon us:  In the name of the Father + 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 


