A Taizé Meditative Service
Taizé prayer is the creation of a monastic community in Taizé, France, founded in the
1940s by a Swiss man known as Brother Roger.
The brothers there are celibates who emphasize service and ecumenicalism, particularly
reconciliation between divided peoples and divided Christians.
Taizé was founded in 1940 by Roger Louis Schutz-Marsauche (known as 'Brother Roger').
The 90-year-old monk died in August 2005 after being stabbed during a prayer service.
Prayer, silence, and ecumenism are at the heart of the Taizé experience. Young people
from every corner of the globe are encouraged to live out the Christian gospel in a spirit of
joy, simplicity and reconciliation.
For more information about the Taizé Community as well as additional music and prayer
guidance, please visit www.Taize.fr.

How to get started
As we begin, it is important to calm oneself from the outside world, to open yourself to the
Holy Spirit and to the presence of Christ. Turn off outside distractions and allow yourself
to be fully present to prayer and meditation.
We will begin with a couple of songs, followed by a Psalm. Deacon Mike will then read a
passage from the Bible, after which there will be a short reflection followed by several
minutes of silence, during which imagery from St. Mary’s will be shown on the screen.
Following the silence we will sing another meditative song followed by a sung prayer for
intercessions. We will conclude with an Our Father, a closing prayer and a couple of
closing songs.

Introduction

Psalm:

Psalm 88; “Forever will I sing the mercy of the Lord.”

1.

From age to age through all generations,
My mouth shall proclaim your truth, O Lord.

2.

Who, O God, who in the universe
can compare with you?

3.

Blest be the Lord forever,
Throughout eternity.
Amen! Amen!

Reading:

Isaiah 8:11-18

Isaiah said: When God laid his hand upon me, God told me, “Do not fear all that people fear. Do not be
afraid. I am the one whom you should regard as holy.”

Reflection
Silence
Musical Reflection

Prayers of the Faithful:

O Christe Domine Jesu

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name;
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
Concluding Prayer Pope Francis, March 11, 2020
O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God.
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but
deliver us from every danger,
O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Closing Songs
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