Lectio Divina for the Solemnity of All Saints
We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty ever-living God,
by whose gift we venerate in one celebration
the merits of all the Saints,
bestow on us, we pray,
through the prayers of so many intercessors,
an abundance of the reconciliation with you
for which we earnestly long.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst
for righteousness,
for they will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted
for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute
you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward
will be great in heaven.”

(Collect, Solemnity of All Saints)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Matthew 5:1-12a
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the
mountain, and after he had sat down, his disciples
came to him. He began to teach them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the land.

Meditation (Meditatio)
After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
•
•
•

What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
What in this passage comforted you?
What in this passage challenged you?

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)

Living the Word This Week

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity?

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:

Read Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation on
holiness, Rejoice and Be Glad:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exh
ortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazioneap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html.

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?
Blessed are the poor in spirit,/ for theirs is the
Kingdom of heaven. When have I put my trust in the
things of this world instead of in God? How can I
live with greater simplicity and generosity?
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness,/ for they will be satisfied. For what
do I hunger? How does God satisfy those hungers?
Blessed are the merciful,/ for they will be shown
mercy. From whom do I need to ask forgiveness?
Whom do I need to forgive?
After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:
The LORD’s are the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it.
For he founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.
Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD?
or who may stand in his holy place?
One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
who desires not what is vain.
He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
a reward from God his savior.
Such is the race that seeks him,
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.
(From Psalm 24)
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