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2017 STM Parish Survey 

Q1: Familiarity of Parish Groups (1-5 scale) 
Answered: 204   Skipped: 4 
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Q2: Below, please list any groups or committees you  feel 
the parish would benefit from adding. 

Answered: 60   Skipped: 148 
 
 

 
Individual answers: 

�  Let the people decide (parish) stuff  
�  Bible study - Seeking Truth or Jeff Cavin Adventure Through the Bible   

�  Bible Studies (with childcare).   
�  Bible study and/or small faith groups  
�  Bible Study   
�  Bible study,  
�  Bible study group  
�  Bible study program 
�  Bible study groups  
�  Adult Bible/Religious Study  

�  Men's group  
�  Jr High Youth group such as the Vox Christi group that was discontinued when Fr Kizito left or LifeTeen. 
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�  Youth group 
�  I think we should add a group for teen age youngsters.  
�  Contemporary youth mass?  

�  I have a lot of not familiar groups because I know they are in our parish, but I know a lot of very capable people handle 
these groups or programs.  

�  Forgot to include the Script program. 
�  These should have been included in the list:  Stephen Center Meals and festival.    

�  Social committee (promote community- coffee and donuts, bingo, bunco, cards).   
�  Donuts after Mass for Community.   
�  Fellowship coffee and rolls at least once per month.  
�  A coffee and donuts group would be great! It may seem silly but that's a great way for new members to meet 

people and get plugged into the community without any initial commitment or inconvenience. It's hard to feel 
any ownership in a parish without first knowing some of the people there. It seems like so much of the parish 
community revolves around the school but even after our daughter started at the school, I still don't feel any 
more connected with the parish.      

�  Years ago there was a seniors group (daytime?)whatever promotes community. 
�  Seniors to get together  
�  A group for Senior Citizens  
�  Senior Citizens group or committee  
�  Senior Citizens   
�  Senior Citizens,  
�  Social Group for senior citizens   

�  Bring back Greeters program before Masses.  
�  Young adult groups 

�  Archdiocesean Young Adult Events advertised in Bulletin.   
�  Perhaps a group for young adults to meet other Catholic young adults.  
�  Young adult committee 
�  A young adult faith sharing group or bible study. Overall in Omaha these are lacking and my husband and I 

would appreciate a group we could attend with our peers that would deepen our faith and support our christian 
life. Most other groups offered are scheduled during day time hours and therefore are not able to be attended 
by those who have jobs.   

�  A young adult or young family fellowship would be a good addition.  Before our children started school, we had 
a hard time getting to know other parish families or getting active in parish groups.  I think promoting the Omaha 
Catholic Young Professionals group would be an easy/good start.  

�  Meal assistance for surgeries/births/deaths, Care Calendar.   
�  Children's Choir (not just for school kids).   
�  Marriage Enrichment with childcare or child friendly.   
�  Parish missions.  
�  Welcome committee. 

�  Welcoming Committee  
�  Welcoming new Parishioners.   
�  Welcoming committee for new parishioners.    
�  How about a welcome committee for new parishioners.   

�  too many groups divide a parish. It seems there are enough already. Of course, new ideas are good, but there doesn't 
always have to be a group or committee.      

�  Actually, reduce the number of committees.  
�  Bereavement Committee  

�  A group to support family members who have lost a loved one. 
�  Bereavement Minstry  
�  some sort of grief counseling groups for widow/widower  
�  Bereavement 
�  Bereavement outreach committee  
�  Bereavement/Grief support   

�  Adult religious ed 
�  Adult Education  
�   Adult Education/Enrichment,  
�  Some adult faith formation  
�  Faith Formation for Adults  

�  ENDOW Group for women and teens   
�  Endow for women 

�  Maybe a bible study or group for Hispanics - could be in Spanish or bilingual.   
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�  Weekly prayer group 
�  Prayer Group  
�   Prayer group  

�  *Hearts A Fire Program - Fr. Gatiely -Amazing Program     
�  Stewardship Committee  

�  Stewardship,  
�  Human Needs Committee 

�  Human Needs,  
�  Human Needs   

�  Active Liturgy Committee, 
�  Active Liturgy Committee, 

�  Young Marrieds, 
�  assistance in homes (homebound)  

�  Homebound services      
�  Pastoral assistance in times of crisis  
�  More groups for children   

�  Groups for families with young children.  
�  Daytime mom's group for children not in school    

�  Volunteer outreach, ideas for parishioners to help others in the parish.    
�  I assume this is included in the groups above, but representation in dealing with the Archdiocese Office & the Consortium 

Office as it pertains to STM?  
�  Booster club  
�  Swimming club (  partnered with nearby Robin Hill Pool )  

�  Swimming Club (partner with nearby Robin Hill Pool)  
�  Swimming club partnering with nearby robin hill pool  

�  STM Softball Team  
�  I would also like to see an alternative to girl scouts. I know the organization has some excellent programs but it also has 

an affiliation with planned parenthood and it makes me really uncomfortable to have that be a school sponsored program 
and to have it introduced to my daughter through her Catholic school. There are so many other incredible programs, I 
would think there'd be a way to make something else work.   

�  I feel we need a much more vibrant pro-life program.  
�  Parish Nurse(s)  I know some parishes have them, I don't know what exactly they do.   I would be willing to be involved in 

this.  
�  I wish the White Elephant sale was back.   
�  Group to visit the Sick.  
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Freeform Responses:  

 
�  the priest decides anyway 
�  Been in parish -- yrs and have volunteered brownies, cub scouts, RCIA, Sunday school, bingo at nursing home, clean 

church, funeral choir, chicken dinner, bazaar-paint faces.  -- year old, bad back. 
�  Our family has graduated from STM.  No need to involved in school programs.  Mr Davis is a wonderful man and does a 

great job. 
�  feel unqualified 
�  We actually live in the borders of a different parish, so there's some extra travel involved in getting to activities at STM 
�  need childcare 
�  age limitation 

�  old age, -- 
�  Age. 
�  Age 
�  AGE 
�   Age 
�  And age 
�  And age 

�  2 jobs 
�  work 2 Jobs  

�  Just haven't looked into them 
�  I participate am a member of two of the groups listed above in question #1, I have - children under 5 years old, and 

chronic back problems. Unfortunately, while I want to do more, I don't believe I can increase my participation any more at 
this time. 

�  Retired 
�  spouse's health 

�  My wife's health 
�  I felt like a sheep w/out a shepherd the last 7 years. Lost my enthusiasm + desire to be involved in anything. Event went 

to mass on Sunday - (a couple times a mo.) at the Cathedral.  
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�  I am not much of a "joiner". I work better alone.  
�  Those Listed in #2 Above are the ones I am interested in. 
�  Not Currently Available  Sports Based/School related 
�  I just became a member of STM so am not familiar with your activities.  
�  We were involved in activities when we were younger and had 4 children attending STM school through the years 
�  (written in next to the My health) 
�  Being a very active member for our -- plus years at STM We are now -- years old and relaxing more. We still do our share 

for bake sales,and always work and run a booth for the bazaar.  
�  Not in town consistently 
�  Hesitant of the politics & ramifications of being more involved. Sorry. 
�  I also have infant children who limit my free time.  
�  I do have a pretty full schedule but am willing to help where I can.  I potentially could get involved in some but not all of the 

groups listed but I was not aware of many of the groups listed above. 
�  I already participate in music ministry. 
�  Honestly, I've been terrible about reading the bulletin more so than past parishes we've been at and I think it comes down 

to not knowing anyone and not feeling connected with the community. I think if there was an initial connection, I would 
have figured out a way to get involved but we've hardly met anyone in the parish even after two years. Kudos to the 
adoration committee though because I  got a personal phone call inviting me to participate (I just didn't think I could 
commit to be there every week), so that's on me.  

�  Groups unwilling to change --"this is how we've always done it" doesn't make it right. 
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My preference for growing more in my faith is to (c hoose all that apply): 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent Response Count 

Join a Bible Study 32.63% 62 

Attend a presentation 25.26% 48 

Listen to a podcast 14.74% 28 

Read Catholic periodicals 37.37% 71 

Help with some work of mercy 17.89% 34 

RCIA 3.16% 6 

Adoration 39.47% 75 

Mass attendance 84.74% 161 

Reconciliation 40.00% 76 

Prayer/retreat opportunities 37.89% 72 

Other (listed below) 7.89% 15 

Answered Question  190 

Skipped Question  18 
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“Other” responses: 
�  Share with Holy Cross.  Deacon Tom Burton at Holy Cross is an excellent/delightful moderator.  It was in STM bulletin and 

several STM people attend. (Sharon Doran videos) 
�  listening to KVSS 
�  Read Holy Scripture on my own 
�  Serve as a teacher and musician.  
�  Listed in # 2 (weekly prayer group) 
�  Sponsor a refugee family to mentor 
�  See #2 Above 
�  More communal opportunities. 
�  Unfortunately, the need to do this at other parishes 
�  Speakers in- missions  
�  Volunteer in the parish and community 
�  I'm open to continued education, opportunities to deepen my faith, etc. Please note that I am appreciative of others & 

what they contribute to the parish. I am certainly planning to be a long-term member of STM. 
�  I like the idea of a Bible study or other small group, but I never want to commit because I don't know if I can fit it in my 

schedule every time they would meet. I'd prefer something really flexible where you come if you can.  
�  I have done Seeking Truth bible study for 3 years, I really enjoyed that. 
�  Individual prayer/meditation/scripture.  Direct service to neighbors.  Faith conversations with loved ones. 
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My preference for growing more in my faith is to (c hoose all that apply): 

Answer Options 1 2 3 4 5 Don’t Know 

Feeding the Hungry 3 9 36 38 38 75 

Visiting the Imprisoned 14 11 9 9 4 150 

Caring for the Sick 7 12 26 34 22 98 

Welcoming Strangers 22 27 32 27 18 72 

Clothing the Naked 8 14 26 20 15 114 

Bereavement Outreach 13 17 17 17 19 115 

Answered Question  201     

Skipped Question  7     
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Q6: Do you have any ideas or suggestions concerning  how 
we could better carry out the corporal works of mer cy? 

Answered: 61        Skipped: 147  

 
Individual Responses: 

�  don't have so many org.  we have Sal army etc to help others 
�  Donuts after Mass.   
�  Prison Ministry.   
�  Care Calendar/Meal support group 
�  Many of our homebound who receive Holy Communion through EMHC's are lonely, some are living alone and could 

benefit from visitors more often than 1x a week.  Is there a group in our parish that is existing already that could meet this 
need?  I may not know if there is one.  

�  Priest & deacon visits to the homebound. 
�  Take better care of our homebound parishioners beyond communion. 
�  Need to pay more attention to our shut-ins. 

�  The residents at Golden Living where we take communion asked if we have anyone from the parish who visits the care 
center just to visit.  They are lonely. 

�  More interaction with the elderly/sick people at Golden living 
�  More involvement wit Golden Living Center   
�  I think training on how to visit people in the care home is available through the Archdiocese.  Maybe put some 

thing in the bulletin regarding this.  
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�  I'm not sure about how the church itself could or our parish, but it would be helpful to somehow communicate to 
parishioner other parishioner's needs and who they are.  I don't have a clue who to help in our parish. 

�  Be open and welcoming to all. Build community. 
�  This Parish survey is a good start. 

�  Act on this survey and its results 
�  Write a year information what has been done in the past six months.(could not make out the fist word)    

�  Perhaps more information provided as to what our parish currently offers so we might consider how this could 
be expanded to meet the needs of our community.  

�  First, describe to people what we currently do. I am unfamiliar with what those programs are. 
�  Maybe have periodic short witness/testimonies from parishioners on their experiences at the end of Masses 

(just before dismissal), or a highlights board somewhere (but personal witness is more effective). 
�  I would like a "cheat sheet" that explains what STM does now so I can make a more informed answer. 

�  Ask school's junior high students to volunteer with adults in some capacity for volunteer work and education so as to 
better serve parish as young adults.  

�  Perhaps a collection for St. Vincent De Paul on a more regular basis, and/or clothing drives. 
�  more food/clothes drives? 
�   Coat drives.   
�  Maybe have a food drive for the St.Vincent De Paul Society every quarter or every other month. Like canned 

Vegetables or soups. It would help their pantry. 
�  more drives, collections, etc for organizations that already feed, clothe, and shelter 
�  Open Door Mission 
�  Partner with existing groups like Ronald McDonald house. 
�  More volunteers to work with homeless shelters if available to do so.  

�   Encourage people to come out of their shells.  
�   Make parish events less about drinking beer with friends you know and more about activities to include and introduce 

people especially new parishoners 
�  Form a "Corporal Works of Mercy" group 

�  Form a Group-Define Objectives Evaluate Parish Resources Come up with an action plan 
�  Group Formed to identify the needs and resources available.  
�  Invite parents and all adults via web and bulletin regarding activities to carryout corporal works of mercy in a 

group. (ie. St. Vincent de Paul coat drive, etc.) 
�  form groups for clothing drives prison ministry  
�  Create more groups that volunteer outside of the parish 

�  Sponsor a refugee family (as stated in #4)  Collect food for the food pantries or homeless shelters  
�  Sponsor a refugee family   
�  Consider parish sponsorship of refugee families. 

�  Consider DVD program by Fr. Michael Gaitley "You Did It to Me" with Attendees Being part of the group to address the 
needs develop possible solutions.  

�  Check with other Parishes to see what they are doing to fill these needs. 
�  I feel we as a Parish need to have a group for those who have lost a spouse.  My mother belongs to STM and I feel she 

has not had her needs met. 
�  follow up in weeks after a death    

�  Give homilies on it 
�  publish opportunities to do so in the bulletin  

�  Inform by using the bulletin and dedicated space. 
�  Announcing when these opportunities come up, or, when the planning of these are taking place. I think a lot of 

people may want to help, but, if no one is telling them when the groups meet, or, the planning is taking place, 
they don't have the opportunity. 

�  MORE information. Our bulletin/news letter does a very poor job of informing the Parish on any of these topics! 
We get all the warm and fuzzy stuff, but that is not enough! I think with the past "admistration" there was no 
interest in sharing anything except for the chosen few who just towed the line. There was one way, like it or 
leave it (and many chose the second choice)! This is the first survey I have ever taken part in as an STM 
Parishioner in 25 years. 

�  I didn't know that we were doing anything. 
�  *great job at the Stephens Center (written in the margin of #5)    

�  Continued communication of work with the Stephen Center & perhaps any other communication of other efforts 
by other organizations not just in the parish, but in the Archdiocese, that are striving towards the same goals. 

�  Monthly free dinners for poor/community.  
�  More opportunities to Volunteer at Stephan Center instead of just donating.   

�  Bring Back the CLothing Shed .   
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�  We used to have SVdP "bundle weekends" to drop off donations.  Those stopped a few years ago.  Would be 
nice to see those return.  Its a convenient way to make donations.  Would rather donate to a Catholic 
organization than drop off at the Goodwill truck up the street. 

�  some sort of clothing donation center where people that need clothes could come and get clothes for free, or 
maybe a website where they listed their needs and we could drop it off to them if we have something that they 
need.  

�  Bring back the "Little" house for "Clothing the naked" 
�  Family volunteer opportunities   
�   Adopt a family 
�  I attended mass at another Catholic church in Omaha where before the mass began, the pastor asked everyone to turn to 

one another and welcome each other to the service.I had felt a little out of place before that.  I thought the "Welcome" was 
a wonderful way to make anyone who was new to the parish or visiting feel comfortable. 

�  I feel like we should do more to welcome new parishioners and get them involved right off the bat. 
�  I think it would be more welcoming to introduce newcomers at Mass.  Hosting a meal once or twice a year to 

introduce them. 
�  Need greeters at mass and to contact new parishioners. 
�  I have not been contacted by anyone since I joined your church except Fr. Hunke. It would be nice to be invited 

to attend something.   
�  Thrivent Action teams are a great resource for any church. Provides seed money to raise awareness to attract volunteers 

or pay for supplies for the volunteers to carry out the corporal works of mercy.  
�  I've noticed some families are treated with more concern than others, just showing more equality with the gestures we 

currently do.  
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Individual Responses: 
 

�  Fixing sidewalks/stairs around church, cracks need to be addressed, before someone is injured. 
�  A more protective awning over the front doors of the church would be nice for when it's raining/snowing. 
�  upgrade existing facilities 
�  wish we had an adoration chapel 
�  Do the rest of the doors in stained glass in honor of saints. 
�  Proper maintenance of the a/c in the church during summer months.  Often times the a/c is constantly running at a temp 

level of below 70 when it does not need to be running at all.  This would save on energy costs and still allow for 
comfortable atmosphere in the church. 

�  Move baptisms to the sanctuary.     
�  Move the basketball hoop on the south end of the parking lot. That is not a good place for it - too close to the street.   
�  Move the playground equipment on the west side of the school. I would pave part of the field and put the basketball hoop 

there, and move the playground equipment to the field as well.  
�  Put a wood floor in the gym.  
�  Improve the aesthetics of the school, inside and out.      
�  Fix the leaking roof once and for all. If a new roof design is required, then that would be a wiser investment than a parish 

center. 
�  Fix the church roof. 

�  Church is very cold in the winter.     
�  The lighted sign on the corner of 48th Ave & Grover is not necessary. Too small, can't read it when driving by. I saw a 

woman changing the letters  one evening, out in the dark and cold by herself.     
 

�  The parking is fine without such specific directions. If people get blocked in, they will figure out a solution.  
�  The parking direction on Divine Mercy Sunday is not necessary. 
�  Cut island (between the 2 existing exit/entrances) on 48th street to allow cars to get in and out more easily. 
�  Parking lot truly needs to be resurfaced. 
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�  drop off and pick up. That is the biggest mess I have ever seen! The one way needs to extend down to the next 
corner as well, because people come from the south and try to get in the lot while everyone else is going the 
other way! We are going to have a serious accident out there with a child. It is only a matter of time! Is that what 
it is going too take? This is such a glaring problem I do not understand why I have to bring it up. The only 
answer I see is sacrificing the east ball field and expanding the lot! 

�  Better parking! I understand that the kids need a place to run and play but we also have to have a safe and 
effective what to  

�  The church parking= New slots have not helped the flow   
�  More parking 
�  smooth parking lot. 
�  More Parking lot exits or different layout 

�  The Back pews designated for handicapped parishioners needs to be readdressed. Presently a 20 foot pew holds only 
about 4 people because people will not slide down or let you through to the middle. There needs to be shorter pews with 
room in between for wheelchair. 

�  Yes parish center meeting rooms. Ball field use or part of it as sports use only 3 to 6 months & parish meetings are almost 
daily year around. 

�  Parish Center between church and school 
�  Parish center.  Explore Building center connecting church & school 
�  A meeting place for parishioners besides from the school property would be valuable. 
�  come up with a 5-10 plan for a parish center/rectory.  
�  Parish office building w/ social hall/mtg room.  
�  I wish there was a place to meet within the church for groups/formation 
�  We Need a Parish Center or some Meeting rooms. 
�  Parish Center or other Facility That would have meeting rooms 
�  Parish Center 
�  New parish center of course  
�  I also wish there was a more convenient place for people to socialize after mass, and to have the parish office 

be more visible. Honestly, I'm still not really sure where it is, but at other parishes we've been at, the parish 
office was somewhat of a hub where people pass one another as they're visiting for different activities. Maybe 
this kind of interaction does exist but I'm not sure where it is.  

�  Parish Center 
�  A social hall Building  
�  Updated Social Hall or build a parish Center 
�  A community area and cozy place for bible studies w/ room for childcare 
�  #8 (parish center)  and possibly recreational fields if space permits 
�  Love to see a Parish Center built like other parishes have. 
�  We need a gathering area attached to the church.  Our vestibule is too small. 
�  Updated parish hall - entryway to both church & school 

�  Update the Cafeteria/Social Hall 
�  2. Window treatments in school especially social hall; emabarrassing to have guests for events/funerals broken 

vertical blinds or blinds that don't close properly (glare from the sun has caused people to move).   
�   fix the cafeteria. 
�  updating cafeteria in school- blinds needed and paint the mural 
�  no leaks in bathrooms in school.   

�  cut down or at least trim the spruces, neighbors have been complaining.   
�  Evergreen trees in front of rectory are taking over the lawn/space!  

�  fix the sidewalks and concrete on the east of the parking lot.  
�  The side walk for the handicapped by the trash needs to be replaced  t 
�  1. Resurfaced the parking but still large breaks/holes in the sidewalks where children walk daily (ex. crosswalk 

by the parking lot approx 1ft hole). May be a city issue but needs to be address.   
�   go green 
�  Clean the speaker covers on the walls by the alter.    
�  Clean the wall hanging of St. Thomas More hanging over the back door.  
�  Since many EMHC and other ministers are aging, the steps to the altar can be a challenge.  Some type of railing so we 

don't fall. 
�  Put up handrails on the lower step to assist the elderly one on the Blessed Virgin Side one on the Lord side..  
�  Need hand railing in sanctuary to support EMHC's and readers (& elderly priests) - one on each side 

�  Church needs to be cleaner & restrooms 
�  update all the bathrooms in church and school 
�  The carpet in the church is disgusting 
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�  I'd like to see us do more with the landscaping around the church building.  I wish I had the time in my schedule to 
personally take it over and really make it beautiful!!! 

�   Better Care of Grotto 
�  The outdoor Mary shrine needs some work.  Also, the shrine in the back of church.   
�  I would like to better upkeep of the Mary shrine on the west side of the church.  Maybe a few flowers, etc. 
�  Clean up the memorial for Tresa Popp on the north side of church. 
�   I also know that the landscaping hasn't been great in the past, but it's been a couple years sense I've been in 

town during the summer. 
�  Increase the green space 
�   I would like to see more colors ,as in more flowers, pretty boring current  
�  More flowers planted near the brick pavers or east side of church.  It looks like someone planted a few hostas 

against the church but didn't finish the job.  Also, the area on the west side (the old pond) looks terrible.  Ask for 
a 'gardening group' to oversee the plants and flowers? 

�  get rid of bushes south of the church so we can see the building 
�  another handicap entrance to the church (on the other side)  
�  a drinking fountain in the church.   
�  Better lighting  
�  an over pass on the corner of 48th st.   
�  I'm not a huge fan of all the spikes on the church to keep the pigeons away.  
�  Long-range: where else could funeral lunches be held other than the school cafeteria? Not necessarily "physical", but is 

there a master plan or strategic plan available? 
�  No.  Father Hunke mentioned redoing the rectory at the first mass I attended with him.  This was inappropriate, and 

Father Hunke needs to realize that this is not a rich parish.  The rectory is a house that was built the same year as most of 
the parishioners.  We can't afford to redo our own homes, why would we pay to redo one we never go to? 

�  Bell tower cracks and under siding on church.  
�  School= Needs updated.... class rooms/desks are very dated  the whole building looks dated dirty & dingy  
�  Fix the lights so it doesn't dim when ac or heating system turns on 

�  Fix issue with furnace that causes church lights to dim for several seconds when furnace turns on.  
�  Updates to the school, heating system in the church so when it kicks on the lights don't dim!  

�  I know it may seem vain and it would require a lot of money, but the exterior could be remodeled. Now that we're at the 
parish, it doesn't bother me, but initially when we're deciding which parish to attend it was somewhat off-putting, and when 
there are so many other parishes nearby to choose from, I do think it could influence people's decision when choosing a 
parish.  

�  More Community ! A welcoming Committee . Different individuals in positions. Not giving people so much power at the 
parish.  

�  Getting a New Principal. 
�  3. Parish office-feels like going back in time and poor Nancy has the hearing/cooling monster in her work space 
�  The church needs handicap accessible bathroom. 
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Q8: Do you feel a parish center would be a valuable  asset to 
aide our parish community? 

Answered: 191   Skipped: 17 

 
 

Do you feel a parish center would be a valuable ass et to aide our parish community? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent Response Count 

Yes 29.8% 57 

No 30.9% 59 

Not Sure 39.3% 75 

Other (please specify) 37 

Answered Question  191 

Skipped Question  17 

 
“Other” responses: 

�  “Yes” comments: 
�  Maybe a separate building instead of meeting in church or school would be more inviting for people 

to attend (i.e. bille study groups, speakers lke OLL and Holy Cross) 
�  If it was attached to the church and required no outside walking to get to it. 
�  Yes, a nearby space for coffee and donuts, small group meetings and the parish office.  

�  “No” comments 
�  We have a gym and cafeteria.  Take care and keep up what we have. 
�  Not neccessary - many other needs needed 
�  People don't come to coffee/rolls after Mass. Not sure a parish center would go well. 
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�  The basement of the school is adequate 
�  The parish population is shrinking. Why build this now? It's been fine without it for years. I don't 

think it's a wise financial investment at all. Would likely sit empty most of the time. The only upside 
might be if events no longer need to be held in the school, it might keep the school more safe and 
secure.  

�  Make better use of the facilities we have. 
�  If the Cafeteria/Social Hall were updated it could eliminate the need for a separate parish center. 
�  45 years ago 
�  Can not afford it!  
�  I believe there should be a genuine need first then decide if the project is necessary. 
�  I think it's the cafeteria. 
�  I'm not sure if there's a communication or boundary issue going on between church and school, but 

between the Library, Gym, small conference room & Cafeteria/Social Hall I think we have enough 
space already.  The purpose of the elevator was to make the school more friendly to our older 
parishioners and those with disabilities specifically for PARISH events.  Coming back to the parish 
asking for MORE money for a parish center seems greedy. 

�  We have a big enough social hall, we do not need more expense of a parish center. 
�  Just concerned about financially supporting a parish center as well as maintaining current parish 

financial funding  
�  update the school  
�  Good planning and use current space wisely 
�  I think we really need to take care and improve what we already have before we take on any other 

building projects  
�  We already have the gym & cafeteria. Put those to better use.  
�  It took Father Lewis 6 years to put in an elivator because "we could not afford it" and now we are 

talking about a parish center? Something does not match here! 
�  what would a parish center have that we don't already have or can use at the school? 

�  “Not sure” comments 
�  Where would we find room to build it? 
�  I think it would be an asset but we are landlocked and I don't want to take anything away from the 

school's play areas. 
�  What will it be used for?  Is it just for a "change" of meeting places?  Need more info on what the 

intended use is. 
�  I think this is something worth exploring, but a "cost benefit analysis" would have to leave no 

doubts about it's value! 
�  Questions of cost vs. need.  Over 50 years w/o.  Space, parking are all issues.  What benefit over 

use of school, cafeteria, gym, etc?? Would a kitched be needed?  We just put in an elevator to use 
cafeteria for such things. 

�  need more information.  Where building it, for what purpose(s), how much is costing. 
�  Where would There be Parking etc. We Have a Beautiful elevator (After 20 Years of Begging) 
�  Cost and space, where would we put it?  
�  but where would it be 
�  Would depend upon what would be offered there (in this setting) or provided for praishioners 
�  I would want to have more information about the proposal (e.g., cost, where it would be located, 

who would have access to it, etc.) 
�  I don't believe there is a need for a large center but a meeting space outside of the school would be 

beneficial to groups & safer for our school children  
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Q9: If you answered Yes above, would you be willing  to 
financially support the endeavor? 
Answered: 123   Skipped: 85 

 

 
If you answered Yes above, would you be willing to financially support the 

endeavor? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

Yes 41.5% 51 

No 17.9% 22 

Not Sure 39.8% 49 

Answered Question  123 

Skipped Question  85 

 
“Other” Responses 

�  answering no, I still don't want to finance it. 
�  Yes, but the parish is so limited for land space 
�  I don't have a lot to offer financially but would help with fundraisers.  
�  Only if a thorough analysis is done and plans make sense. My main concerns would be over where it would be built and 

the (likely) large debt that would be incurred. 
�  I would need to know all details, including issues noted in #8. 
�  Yes to the Best of my Abilities 
�  Yes, but not a great deal. 
�  I would love too but not in a position to help at this time. 
�  The Parish is debt free it would be nice to stay that way. 

depends on how the funding is handled.  
�  More information regarding this proposal is needed. 
�  at this time I am not at a point in my life where I can donate more than $20-50 here and there.   I'd be willing to help with 

fundraising 
�  If I understood what a parish center is and how it could benefit our parish, I may be interested in helping financially. 
�  I would not financially support until the facilities we have are fully utilized. Rent out the cafeteria. 
�  I would be willing to support but have limited funds to do so. 
�  Depending on the plans, location, etc and if we are financially able at the time 
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Q10: Looking forward to our future, what are three things you 
would like to see happen or change? 

Answered: 135   Skipped: 73 

 
 

�  don't order so many bulletins each Sunday 
�  parish maintenance items: 

�  Heaters for perpetual adorations.. BURRRRR!!! 
�  Heat in the front of church  
�  Airconditioning kept to cold in summer embarrassing when visitors are freezing at mass or funerals. 
�  Clean St. Thomas More tapestry above rear door.  
�  If the students need hours maybe they could clean the cafeteria chairs and tables 
�  fix frayed carpet  
�  Fix raveling of carpet in pews by isles  
�  The organ is often times to loud and singers to harsh. It is a distraction.  
�  fix what we have 
�  Fix grout in church floor by Southeast entrance by Mary statue 
�  Fix the roof on the church. 
�  Put some money into cafeteria it needs it 
�  A restroom in the rectory for people to use that come in and use the lower area office space 
�  Update bathroom facilities in the church 
�  Update kitchen facilities in the social hall 
�  Update our school  
�  More-permanent roofing materials on the church, like  architectural steel panels (for full disclosure, my relatives 

own the local company that has put most of those types of roofs on churches and homes in the area) 
�  Get better lettering for the sign out font it is hard to read & put some inspirational quotes there also! 
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�  We could use a better sound system. 
�  An end to the St. Michael prayer - I'd rather be uplifted at the end of mass 

�  No more Saint Michael's prayer after every mass 
�  HAVE AN END TO THE ST MICHAEL PRAYER at the end of mass. 

�  Adult religious formation opportunities  
�  Spiritual Book Club  
�  More Bible Study classes done. 
�  Bible Study or Faith Enrichment Groups formed 
�  Bible study groups  
�  Adding faith sharing groups or bible study for young adults / couples 
�  Bible study or women's faith group 
�  Return of Bible Study & Faith presentations for adults 
�  Bible study for men and women 
�  More/consistent faith activities (bible studies, faith sharing/learning groups, etc) 
�  adult instruction besides RCIA 
�  Bible Study options 
�  Adult Enrichment right now I have to go to other Parishes or elsewhere and I would prefer to do it with my 

parish family. 
�  Adult formation 
�  ENDOW for women/young girls 
�  More adult faith formation opportunities, like bringing back the "That Man is You" program.  
�  more faith formation 
�  catechize adults about their faith (mini RCIA) 
�  Catechize the parents of our children to help them understand the importance of the sacraments  
�  More adult religious education programs &/or mini-retreats during Advent/Lent seasons 
�  On going Adult Enrichment 
�  Need to focus on adult education for parents of school kids. 
�  Begin our own Bible study group or partner with another parish so both parishes would have  
�  Bible study. 
�  Invite Deacon Jim Tardy (with archdiocese/Catholic cemeteries) to do presentation on  

understanding Catholic funeral rites.  Was in our bulletin in August.  Great presentation but I would like to see 
STM info added.  Maybe a two party presentation!  

�  Regular Guest Speakers 
�  Programs during special Seasons of the year such as Lent, Advent, Days of Reflection and Retreats  

�  Lenten Mission 
�  Parish Missions or Mini-conferences to spark the faith  
�  More opportunities to grow spiritually such as a yearly mission or retreat 
�  Advent Mission 
�  Return of Advent and Lenten programs not just one day but weekly or every two weeks during 

season. 
�  Fellowship activities: 

�  Bingo 
�  find ways to invite yoing adults to fellowship 
�  More Parish fuctions/fellowship  
�  more groups/activities for younger parish members 
�  More activities at the church - after mass 
�  Bingo 
�  More family/married couple activities 
�  Have senior activity in the afternoon.  
�  Have a few more events to get families together at the parish or school. 
�  periodic receptions after mass to meet one another 
�  Having a gathering after mass. I.e. Donuts and coffee in gym  
�  Possibility to socialize with parishoners after mass. Example: Donuts and coffee in the social hall 
�  Opportunity for visitors (and new parishioners) to engage while they're here for mass (coffee and donuts and a 

better space to chat after mass)  
�  More group interaction 
�  More programs to encourage young adults to go meet other catholic young adults 
�  More Community 
�  More community building events (Example: Friday night Pizza and games in the cafeteria) 
�  More KofC pancake breakfasts 
�  Better sense of parish community outside of the school 
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�  More Community 
�  Parish Center 

�  Cozy place to host Bible Studies 
�  Construct a parish center to connect school & church together closing the drive that leads from main parking lot 

to Grover st.Could still have parking in teachers lot and handicap parking north of the parish center coming in 
from Grover st. 

�  I would love for there to be a parish center that can be used/reserved by parishioners as others parishes in our 
community offer. 

�  parish center 
�  Parish center 
�  A gathering/social area built and attache to the church. 
�  More meeting space 
�  parish Ministry center to help those in need 

�  Festival issues: 
�  Every parishioner should be given a book of raffle tickets for the festival to sell. 
�  Stop selling hard liquor at the festival. Beer used to be just fine and enough. 
�  I love our festival, but we need to tap everyone for extraordinary ideas to renew it.  I don’t feel like the same old 

song and dance is bringing people to the neighborhood any more. 
�  Maybe a different fundraiser than the festival a lot of work for not much money. 
�  Festival is changed  
�   big change to parish festival is needed 
�  Revamp the festival's games. 
�  Bring back the White Elephant 

�  Return of the garage sale at the bazaar 
�  Bring back the White Elephant 
�  Bring back the White Elephant in combination with the Festival. 

�  Music 
�  Better Music 
�  Hire a music director to be in charge of all the masses, choirs, and instruments. 
�  MORE INSTRUMENTAL MASSES  
�  Keep 8:00 AM mass without music.   
�  music at the 8 am mass 
�  Music at 8:00 mass 
�  Improve our music ministry. Currently the music is not appealing to a younger population and the variety is 

almost non-existent. There are many resources available such as the Spirit and Song books that would add to 
the liveliness of the music. I believe people want to enjoy worship through song and I do not see that happening 
in our parish. I know that for years some of our music ministers have asked for a contemporary music mass to 
be added to the schedule but this has not been done. This contemporary music would not in any way be secular 
but would come from books such as Spirit and Song.  

�  Investing more in the music program (hiring a professional choral director etc)  
�  Make the musicians sing faster... may sing too slow  
�  more upbeat music in and during mass 
�  I love the traditional hymns of our church but the older musicians really drag them out and slow them down.  

Would love to see more upbeat faster music arrangements. 
�  More upbeat music/faster pace 
�  A mass without music 
�  I would like to see improvements in the musical aspects of our liturgy.  Adding a part time paid music director 

could be helpful (preferably someone who can arrange music).  Also it would be helpful to add more 
instrumentalists.  I am sure there are people in the parish who can play more instruments than just organ and 
piano.  In the 20 years that I have belonged to STM, I don't recall a single request for vocalists or 
instrumentalists other than requests for members for the children's choir.  By the way, Mr. Nailon is fantastic 
and some of our vocalists have beautiful voices but we need to see more inspiring talent at every Mass.    

�  I find the music at masses very depressing.  
�  Pick up the tempo on the songs. 
�  Get a choir director for the adult choir. 
�  Space for the singers to "warm up" and practice before mass 
�  Keep one weekend Mass without singing 
�  Sunday 8am quiet mass- NO SINGING 

�  Perpetual Adoration 
�  More welcoming to visitors and newcomers. 

�  Friendly welcoming environment at parish offices  
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�  Be welcoming to all no matter what their background is 
�  I would like to see the parish be more welcoming to new parishioners.  
�  More welcoming of new comers  
�  Current (long standing) members of certain parish committees or organizations have been less than welcoming 

when new members want to join or be a part of a group.  The older established members seem to be unwilling 
to invite new members. 

�  A welcoming committee for the Parish and school 
�  Welcoming new parents to the church and school groups better 
�  Better welcome to new parishioners/families--feel that they join and we expect them to volunteer time/donate 

monetary but other than a welcome packet do they really understand what is being asked/expected. Back to 
face to face contact  

�  Greeters before and after mass 
�  take 30 seconds after the opening song to suggest people introducing one another to those around them at 

Mass 
�  Rosary said after Mass 
�  Political: 

�  More Transparency from what each club does and what the parish council/finace council does/ tell us what is 
going on! We have never seen what More Di gras makes, any reason why? 

�  Post minutes from parish council and other clubs for those who can't attend. Better advertise when meetings 
are and what items are up for discussion so people can know about them in advance instead of hearing after 
the fact. 

�  Have More di Gras be more about community without all the "flash" (band, fancy dinner, lots of drinking) 
�  Different people in positions of power  
�   Strategic Plan- updated to involve current developments (Consortium & how it applies, etc.) 
�  Less clicky 
�  Continued transparency on administrative issues, finances, etc. within the parish 
�  More Accountability 
�  Publish a list of people who serve on these councils, groups, outreaches so we can approach with questions or 

comments. Hang it in the vestibule. Great information. 
�  Parish decide on changes, not the pastor 
�  Favoritism from coaches/parent clubs should stop 
�  Maintain a full and respectful separation of church & state (not an easy thing.) 

�  Vastly improve the academics and discipline at the school, especially preparation for advanced high school and college 
math and science. Add STEM curriculum, but I don't support grade school students having tablets, I think they learn better 
without that.  

�  better parking 
�  Re work parking for more efficiency-cut through island to 48th 
�  A more-effective and safer student dropoff/pickup procedure 

�  Sports Complexes and Partnering with Neighbor parishes 
�  More global, less parochial  
�  Religious Education-youth 

�  A Sunday School program. 
�  Sunday school for kids of the Parish 
�  A better emphasis on religious education for my children who attend public school 
�  Youth groups 
�  out reach by invitation to families sending kids to public school to come check out Religious Education 
�  Ditch the Jesuit (and now Montessori!? NO!!!!) based catechesis.  We teach our children the faith using the tride 

and true Baltimore Catechism at home.  So much depth and beauty!!! 
�  Have students and parishioners study Catholic classic reading.  

�  Works of Mercy/Groups 
�  Multigenerational opportunities to work together right now the Focus is on School aged families and those under 

50. 
�  More opportunities provided for the community to grow spiritually 
�  More programs to help the poor or less fortunate 
�  All parishioners would know/learn a lot about each of the groups, committees, outreach in our parish is we have 

a parish fair to let adult parishioners sign up for a group or committee or outreach. 
�  The Christmas Angel Program is but I think we need to help our parish families first  
�  Promote the groups listed on this survey to maximize participation. 
�  Have ministry fair in the gym to acquaint people to get helpers.  it was held when Father Burkhalter was pastor. 
�  Outreach to those struggling with basic needs and an emphasis on working for the common good. 
�  I would like to see more short term volunteer opportunities. 



 

23 
2017 STM Parish Survey 

�   Priest and decons visiting the homebound more. 
�  Boarding of services within Family Life or Pastoral Care 
�  have a ministry sign-up day  

�  Reconciliation 
�  reconciliation offered during mass 
�  add morning reconciliation times weekly 
�  Offer reconciliation for school students more frequently during school hours. 
�  Reconciliation more than 50 minutes per week! Disgraceful. This shows how really important this sacrament is! 

Might as well drop it! 
�  Reconciliation area with chairs for those people who can't kneel or get up from kneeling. 
�  Return First Friday confession on Thursday before/at Friday after 7 o'clock Mass.  Very important for us all. 
�  Confession to after Mass on Saturdy, or Sunday, last Mass 
�  Confession (1) month for school children  
�  more confession time. I go to other parishes as STM is not a good time for me.  

�  Mass times: 
�  Maybe more mass times or add a mass 
�  I liked a 9:00 AM or 9:30AM Mass, since change am not sure which we'll attend.  8 or 10:30. 
�  6:00 AM Daily Mass  
�  Move the 10:30 mass to 10, or better yet, back to 9:30.   
�  Add a Mass on Christmas Day 
�  More Masses 
�  change the mass schedule back to having mass at 11:30 
�  Bring back 11:30 mass  
�  Sunday Mass times 
�  7:30 Mass  
�  7:30 Mass Sunday  
�  Earlier Daily Mass time 6 or 6;30 
�  Four o'clock mass on Saturday  
�  Do away with Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve  

�  Involvement/engagement: 
�  School families to Sunday mass--out of your control but our enrollment is the highest in years yet I see only a 

handful of school families at mass each week (regardless of which mass time we attend) 
�  School parent participation 
�  We need to get school parents involved.  One example is Men's Club which provides community and works with 

Wings to organize and provide workers for fundraising.  We have only 3 or 4 parents involved and current 
officers have served and are through this year.  If someone does not step up, the parish activities and funding 
will crumble 

�  Consortium student parents become involved in STM 
�  Increase Mass Attendance by our school and religious ed families 
�  get the young parents involved 
�  Try to get more young people involved  
�  More parishioners getting involved with parish functions. 
�  More people to get involved in spiritual ministries 
�  Mass attendance on regular basis by families  
�  MORE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF MEMBERS.  HAVE PEOPLE BE MORE INVOLVED. 
�  More involvement from everyone, strengthen the community  
�  Support for the involvement of young single individuals 
�  Increased participation of young adults, opportunities for them to connect to Church. 
�  Fathers of students attend Men's Club meetings 
�  More Involvement 
�  Greater outreach to young families 
�  Create a group/space where young adults can meet and volunteer/talk about faith 
�  Increasing our young adult population of parishiners  
�  More outreach to younger members of parish 
�  Knowledge of the groups in our parish. 
�  I think this survey is a good start to understand our many functions of our organizations and clubs.  posters of 

clubs and groups might be helpful 
�  draw school families to mass and participation in parish and school activities 
�  More parents of STM students attend mass at STM 
�  I would like to see more school and RE families attend weekly mass. 

�  Mass/Liturgy/Devotional 
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�  ad orientem Mass!!!!!!!!  Our tabernacle is appropriately placed for it! Would always welcome the inclusion of 
more Latin, as well. 

�  Have the readers practice and move the microphone so people in the middle and back of church can hear 
them. 

�  More classes to become a lector or emhc. once a year schedule did not work for me  
�  Have both Bread and Wine at all Masses.  
�  Need lights on at least 10 minutes before Mass 
�  Boy only altar servers  
�  More Latin during Lent & Advent 
�  No to shaking hands 
�  Take control of the sick list, shorten it or not read it at all.  Some people on for several years. 
�  More homilies on moral and modest dress 
�  Shorter Mass brings in more contibutions  
�  Stations of the Cross with Priest 
�  I prefer to see the Blessed Sacrament exposed when it normally should be.  There have been too many weeks 

where that hasn't happened recently.  Disappointing. 
�   Keep separate collections. You'll get more money 
�  No drinking the wine 

�  Communication 
�  More information in Bulletin 
�  How about putting the issues facing the Parrish, concerns, upcoming council votes, financial issues in a 

informational letter to allow for input. This parish has been so closed and locked up tight by the owners, the " 
good old boy network ". Again, like it or leave it approach! 

�  Teachers should communicate with parent weekly through email or take home note 
�  Better communication of what we have available 
�  Communication...is already improving (i.e. the bulletin: more time & effort has been placed on the front msg 

than we saw in the recent past) but knowing the what, why, when's is so much better than having issues/events 
sprung on the parish at the last moment or leaving parishioners in the dark 

�  More advertising for events  
�  Make announcements before or after mass of most important information.  

�  Encouragement on perpetual adoration and morning confession before mass 
�  More information about group activities or events in the bulletin or in mass 
�  More events announced to the parish not just the school kids.  
�  Some events that are open to the community are only mentioned to those attending STM school. 

Please publis those events schedule in other ways as well so we and others who don't attend the 
school can also participate and help out. Our family loves to volunteer, but offer we hear about an 
event after it's already occurred. Send an email to all parishioners for these events!  

�  Mention the need for more people at Perpetual Adoration during masses 
�  Announcements before mass 
�  announce First Friday and First Saturday devotions every month 
�  Have representatives from various groups give a short informational talk about their purpose and 

goals after Mass to recruit more members. 
�  encourage people to participate in activities in announcements at mass  

�  A bilingual mass or a separate Spanish mass. 
�  May need to add a Spanish Mass 
�  Improved outreach to Spanish speaking community members. 
�  Welcome Hispanics - they are coming!  

�  Sometimes hard to hear Father's nice soft voice.   
�  Parish P. Ch C. on school grounds  
�  Continued good work as is currently done 
�  Stewardship 

�  I would like a better breakdown of where our offerings go, it would make giving easier to know we are helping 
people in our parish in need. 

�  Stewardship Committee for Time Talent And Treasure 
�  Stewardship Committee 
�  increase in tithing 

�  More reflective prayer 
�  Bereavement 

�  Greater outreach to bereaved parishioners 
�  Grief group established 
�  A better way we handle the Bereaved  
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�  Find Inexpensive Church community to include family 
�  Less empathy 
�  Calling off mass during inclement weather 

�  To save a person that goes to daily Mass the proglem of trying to get to Mass in bad weather (mainly winter) a 
general rule made that when school is cancelled then so is Mass.  Would make things for all and especially for 
a priest coming in to say Mass. 

�  youth soccer club (volunteer coaching) 
�  active visiting priests & increase parish priests 

�  Have at least one more priest permanently assigned  
�  Cut out Girl Scouts (pro-abortion).  Replace with American Heritage Girls.   
�  Growth  

�  Increase Mass attendance and devotion to prayer and sacraments. Back to basics. 
�  school enrollment to increase  
�  Larger mass attendance 
�  would like to see membership growth  

�  One has already happened-we have a pastor now who cares and connects to all groups. God answers prayers. 
�  Saw at Holy Cross when a woman passed away and she belonged to WINGS or ladies group of parish other ladies who 

belonged lined the outside aisles.  thought that was impressing, we use to call them circles. 
�  Keep the school thriving 
�  Better arrangements for the elderly/handicapped in the last pews. 
�  People accept change 
�   More promotion of scrip program, Baker's plus card and other no-cost options for financial support of the parish 
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Q11: In the space below answer one or both of the f ollowing 
questions: 

Answered: 127   Skipped: 81 

 
What I like best about St. Thomas More: 

�  what i like best about STM is the parishioners, they are wonderful, down to earth, great people.   
�  Mostly people are just nice and want to be helpful, and want to create and maintain a good place to 

raise families. 
�  People are friendly and helpful. 
�  friendliness,  
�  The people are friendly 
�  There are many wonderful people at St Thomas More.  
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is the people. 
�  What I like best about STM is friendly atmosphere and neighborhood stability. 
�   Is the people i have met have been very nice and proud of their church 
�  People are nice here 
�   I like the people.   
�  What I like best about STM is parish family and friends  
�  I love the people 
�  I like the down to earth people that it serves.   
�  the people of the Parish. 
�  I like the strength and witness of the people 
�  friendly people.  
�  People are friendly and helpful. 
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�  I like STM. The people attend are wonderful.  
�   a friendly congregation. 
�  and all the people 
�  the people 
�  the friendly parishioners 
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is I like that the people are friendly. 
�  What I like best about STM is the parishoners. 
�  What I like best about STM is the people. I know I can count on our church friends for just about 

anything. 
�  I love STM, because of the community we have.  Most of the community I have experienced was 

through the school.  There were many opportunities to participate.  Those were a great way to get 
to know the people in the parish. 

�  And the sense of community if feel with STM. 
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is what attracted me to the parish originally--a fairly 

cohesive community where neighborhood, church, and school work together to support each other, 
enjoy each other, help each other advance the Kingdom.  People in this parish typically have 
"enough" but not "too much" in the way of material wealth, which makes it a fairly comfortable fit. 

�  What I like best about STM is our community.  From young to old we all seem to get along and help 
each other. 

�   community,  
�  the comradary of working with parishioners at events and functions 
�  What I like best about St.Thomas More is the sense of community warmth & care. 
�  Our community is family! 
�  What I like best about STM it feels like family. 
�  the community, everyone is great! 
�  continue in its family traditions  the community it provides is like family 
�  What I like best about STM is the close community. 
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is the parish community.   
�  The community. 
�  I love our traditions and feeling of a tight community but with time some things require tweaks… 

�  What I like best about St.Thomas More is the diversity of the parish. 
�  There is room in the parish for people whose views reflect a variety of "flavors" of Catholicism, from 

what might be labeled very conservative to somewhat radical.   
�  A good parish that serves all types of people of all backgrounds, races, economics, etc. 
�  I like the mix of young and old. 
�  St. Thomas reaches out to families of all ages. 
�  What I like best about STM is diversity of both the young and old.   

�  close to my home. 
�  Also STM is a block from my Home. 
�  What I like best about STM is how close it is to my home 

It is my spiritual home! We have been here over 30 years and love our parish.  
�  I like St. Thomas More's location.  
�  What I like best is how close it is to us. 

�  support given to someone in need,  
�  What I like best about STM is I have always felt that if I needed help/guidance my parish would be 

there for me. 
�  fundraisers for help to someone that needs (Almato, Cacioppo, etc).   

�  That we have a school 
�  I also enjoy witnessing the activities that go on at the school. 
�  What I like best about STM is the education it is providing my children 
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is that we have a good curriculum in the religious ed 

classrooms and in the school. 
�  I like the changes Fr. Hunke has started making such as allowing children to go up front for gifts and 

changing mass times. 
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�  I would like to see STM become on fire with the Holy Spirit.  Maybe Father could work with a committee that 
would plan events to awaken the faith of its people like praise and worship nights, presenting series like "the 
Wild Goose" that teaches about the Holy Spirit, talks by Mathew Kelley, or priest missions. Then follow these 
up with action in our community. I feel like God wants so much more from us as a community. 

�  What I like best about st Thomas more is our school community!!! So welcoming to new people!!!  
�  Seems to me very welcoming to others & comfortable. 
�  How welcoming and friendly the parishioners are. 
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is its welcoming atmosphere. 

�  What I like best is the dedication I see in those who are involved.  
�  I like that STM feels like home. 

�  feeling I belong,  
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is the familiarity and sense of comfort I feel When I am 

here.  
�  That I always feel welcome 

�  What I like the best about St. Thomas More is the size of the parish.  Big but not too big.   
�  I love the size of the parish and the school.   
�  That's its a smaller parish where you have the chance to get to know everyone. 

�   our church is beautiful.   
�  The statues are amazing! 
�  -I like the way the church is decorated.  Mrs. Vacanti does a great job.  
�  What I like best about St Thomas More is it's beautiful church. 
�  Beautiful church  
�  What I like best - the beautiful church.  
�  What I like best is we have a beautiful church,  
�  The beautifull church 
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is the artwork.   

�  I like how Fr. Hunke has made it a point to know each person and his smile, etc. 
�  Fr. Hunke - he truely is a Parish Pastor! Welcomes everyone. 
�  Fr. Hunke, Fr. O'Kane and people of our parish.  Like it so much better now than last year at this 

time. 
�  What I like best about STM is you are our priest!! 
�   Priest is very personable. 
�  Really enjoy Fr. Hunke's masses. He always has a smile and I leave church feeling very upbeat 

and happy. 
�  friendliness of our priest Father Hunke. 
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is that we have a loving shepherd now. 
�  how thoughtful the homilies from father are 
�  a great pastor 
�  I like best are the changes Fr. is making, his homilies and he's outgoing wiht all the 

parishioners/annoucements. 
�  our priests. friendliness. 
�  like best - Fr. Hunke  
�  Fr Hunke 
�  New Pastor 
�  And now we have such a caring, loving shepherd! 
�   

�  Being a charter member, my family all grew up.  Our parish continues to being spiritual guidance to all of us.  
Important in my life. 

�  What I like best about STM is the loyalty to the parish. 
�  What I like best about STM is the pride of ownership taken by so many of the parishioners, a real 

sense of investment in the welfare of the parish. 
�  Dedication and Generosity of those who share Their Time Talent and Treasure. They are Gifts to 

the Parish. 
�  What I like best about STM is the willingness and the Dedication of those involved. 
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�   having Mass everyday. 
�  they have daily mass 
�  Daily Mass 
�  The Daily Mass 

�   What I like best - adoration hour 
�  perpetual adoration 

�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is the amount of opportunities there are to participate in the 
community. While there could always be more options, the parish I grew up in did not have nearly as many 
clubs/councils to take part in. 

�  What I like best - I am able to serve God here with all my gifts. 
�  Good faculty in Rectory, Church, and School.   
�  Facility maintained ok. 
�  It is an anchor of the community-spiritually and socially. 
�  What I like best at stm is that people are interested in devotions and spiritual things.   
�  "The Mass   

�  we like best about Stm that the Masses are short and inspiring 
�  Rosary before the 5pm Mass 
�  Missions at lent" 
�  What I like best about St.  Thomas More is that the people seem down to earth and things aren't overly 

flashy. 
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is it seems to me like a solid, middle-class parish that I can 

easily relate to.  
�  What I like best about St Thomas More is the spirit. 
�  I like STM because I see a glimmer of hope for change and real Christ like Catholic direction! 
�  What I like best about St. Thomas More is seeing regulars at mass on Sunday. While I am not an official 

member yet, I recognize a lot of faces and am feel like part of a community. 
�  I also like its events like the fish fry, bake sales, and festival. 
�  What I like best about STM, and why we chose here over Holy Cross when we moved to the neighborhood, 

was the reverence and adherence to tradition we experienced at Mass.  We felt like we were getting the 
comfort of the Novus Ordo with the respect and reverence due to our Lord experienced with the 
Extraordinary Rite.  I feel like we've started losing a bit of that and I'd really like to see it return and flourish 
(just an example that's fresh in my mind:  I watched a young lady drink a coffee during the first half of Mass 
this morning, then proceed to receive the Eucharist. . . .seriously?). 
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I wish STM would: 

�   Be more friendly, fun 
�  Please bring back the patens for Holy Communion.   

�  have the altar servers back during communion  
�  I wish STM would bring back the patens for Holy Communion.  

�  be more inclusive to families who do not attend the school.  
�  forget the bazaar and have a more updated event.  Bazaar's are a thing of the past.  Attendance is low and 

so much work for such little profit.  Come up with a new idea. 
�  I wish st Thomas more would have a bingo night every now and then 
�  Give communion under both species at all Sunday and Saturday night masses.  I fail to see why that can't 

be done.  Singing or no singing. 
�  Come together as ONE parish not 3 separate communities, we need to help the school with all activities: 

festival, dinners, sports. 
�  Would provide more info on what groups are doing in the church.  

�  Give a regular report ( quarterly) of what each committee has been doing for the parish. 
�  I wish St Thomas More would make volunteering easier by letting people know who the contacts 

are for different events and activities. 
�  I wish STM would have more community info. It's hard to find info about the different groups.  
�  TELL MORE OF THE GOOD SERVICES WE DO AND GET MORE TO VOLUNTEER TO BE 

INVOLVED. 
�  ...be more involved in the local community with corporal works outreach   

�  I wish STM would have coffee and donuts after 8AM Mass on occasion (free will donation) 
�  I wish ..... that we had another priest in the parish "full-time" 
�  . . .would do anything that promoted community.  where people get to know eachother and feel welcome.  

�  I wish STM was a more lively parish with more activities and community.   
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�  have more community events (ex. pancake breakfast, donuts & coffee, etc.), to encourage more 
participation.   

�  I wish St. Thomas More would feel like a spiritual family community.  
�  Have some activities for the soul purpose of having some older parish members meet the newer 

members. keeping it simple!   
�  More involved parishioners make a stronger, vibrant paish 

�  I wish St. Thomas More could find a way to get more involvement from its parishioners - instead of 
the same ones doing most of the work 

�  I think you need to reach the younger family more. I know they are Busy but the older ones are 
called on a lot.They need to do their part also. 

�  I wish STM would find a way to encourage young families to participate in parish activities and for 
those families to realize the strong relationships that grow from that participation. 

�  encourage the young adults to become more active.  
�  I wish we had a choir like Holy Cross and Christ the King Churches do.  We have very talented singers and 

musicians in our parish.  Open it up to some new instruments singers, etc. 
�   -I wish our singers were louder and better leaders of the congregation singing 
�  I wish for more music,  
�  I wish St Thomas More would speed up the music.   

�  Consider revamping the Ladies Guilt.  When I was a child the Guild was separated into smaller groups who 
met regularly and focused on charitable activities and groups were developed based on strengths.  For 
example, one group knitted and crocheted baby blankets. 

�  Plan a master calendar with all groups and their fundraising efforts.  Difficult to be supportive when you are 
on fixed income.  (includes the school) 

�  I wish STM would welcome everyone. 
�  would be more welcoming 
�  I wish we could become a more welcoming parish! Greeters (used a few years ago) were a step in 

that direction. 
�  I wish St. Thomas More Church was more welcoming to visitors and new parishioners.   
�  Welcoming and less intimidating to new people. 

�  Neighborhood is going to be a mixture of races going forward. (Spanish Mass)   
�  I wish St Thomas More was all of the above! 
�  I wish the Saturday 8:30 Mass was not being cut. Have to go a little further now to find one. 

�  The Mass in the evening for days of obligation I wish we would have a 5:30 PM mass one evening 
and a 7:30 PM the next evening in case you can't get off work in time by 5:30 PM   

�  I wish STM would bring back the 11:30 mass.   
�  I wish St. Thomas More would change the latest mass back to 11:30. 

�  I wish we would celebrate some of the old traditional ceremonies like St. Blaise throat blessing & 
Candlemas. 

�  I wish STM would put less emphasis on sports and more on STM motto.   
�  I wish St. Thomas More would have more opportunities for adult faith formation (ex. bible study) as 

mentioned above 
�  Have more opportunities to learn and grow in faith and formation of faith sharing opportunities. We 

have Sports and social activities but I judge we are lacking in this regard.  - 
�  bible study in evenings  
�  I wish we focused more energy on bible study / religious education for adults.  Particularly, the 

parents of kids in the school.  I think half of the school parent participation hours should be spent in 
adult religious studies classes.  The tuition rates could/should be discounted for parents who 
participate in adult education classes/sessions.  Currently, about 85% of kids attending catholic 
high schools do not attend mass following graduation.  We need to ask why.  We cannot overcome 
this issue until we get the parents of the first graders to understand how important it is to practice 
the faith. I don't think parents understand the impact their behavior has on their kids future religious 
practices.   

�  offer more programs for young adults (age 18-30) 
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�  If we could have the last 2 "Middle aisle pews" (or even the two side aisles) equipped with good visible 
Markers with "RESERVED FOR HANDICAPPED FAMILIES" To enable them to receive Holy Communion 
during the Mass 

�  have better food at Parish Dinner 
�  I wish STM would show more interest in the Spiritual.   
�  Have more participation (singing) during the liturgies and figuring out a way to have those who 

minister/serve others to get their cup filled up (come together quarterly for spiritual growth.x 
�   I would like to be more involved and to be able to grow my faith. 
�  I wish St. Thomas More would clean up the leaves and trash the wind blows around the entrance doors.   
�  confession time. I realize we only have one priest so this may not happen. I truly understand.   
�  Re-instate White elephant Sale 
�  I wish stm would do more to help the families in need in our parish and community 
�  I wish St. Thomas more would stop saying the St. Michael's prayer after every mass. It's really unnecessary 

and makes the mass feel more like an angry battle than a celebration. If we must add an extra prayer at the 
end of mass, wouldn't it be much more appropriate to say the prayer of Saint Thomas More instead of 
saying a prayer of exorcism?   

�  I wish St. Thomas More would stop saying the St.  Michael prayer at the end of Mass.  Even though 
it happens after the final blessing, it feels like a change to the Mass since the parishioners insist on 
shouting it out before the priest leaves the altar.  I can't tell you how many confused visiting priests I 
have seen up on that altar at the end of Mass.  It seems so rude.  More importantly, I feel so sad 
that the last 5 words I hear at the end of the "celebration" of the Mass are "seeking the ruin of 
souls".  This prayer is very dark and quite frankly is a "buzz kill" for me, dampening my hope filled 
spirit. I view my religious life as a spiritual journey with hills and valleys rather than a "battle".   If I 
am the silent minority then my apologies but I wonder if there are other quiet parishioners who feel 
the same. 

�  I wish STM would not give janitor-type people the right to reprimand and degrade students.   
�  I wish St. Thomas More would consider starting an Alpha chapter at the church. 
�  I wish STM would offer spiritual reading recommendations so I could grow my faith.   
�  Also making the parish office more inviting. It feels like your not wanted in there.  
�  I wish St Thomas more mm 
�  I wish STM would communicate better as a parish and school.  
�  I wish St. Thomas More would have a better understanding of the community they are serving.   
�  The requirements for baptism and other rites are too strict.  When I was told that my child's baptism sponsor 

would have to send a certified letter from their church stating they go to mass every week, I left STM and 
have been attending mass at OLL and St. Mary Magdalene.  I will probably not return until Father Hunke 
leaves. 

�  Reach out to all parishioners and thank them all for what they do, spat on the back goes a long way in this 
day and age 

�  wish we could embrace change more willingly (express concerns but be open to new ideas/suggestions) 
�  Become Catholic and stop pandering for collections in the plate because we have allowed such a liberal 

attitude to infect and control  the parish!  
�  STM has become a habit with us and changes aren't always easy to accept 
�  I wish STM would provide activity bags for smaller children during mass or have a children's liturgy at one 

mass on Sundays. 
�   I wish the parish developed closer ties with high schools. 
�  I wish St. Thomas More would continue to work as it has (to my knowledge) & continue to grow, thrive, etc.   
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Q12: I like our liturgies because. . . . .  
Answered: 112   Skipped: 96 

 
�  Father Hunke/homilies 

�  Father explains before readings, gospel read helps to understand better.   
�  Fathers sends us home with something to think about for week, like who to direct our prayers to 

God the Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, etc., made me think. 
�  The priests have always given sermons that are faithful to the magisterium and are relavent. 
�  The homilies always seem directly applicable to our daily lives. 
�  Father Hunke does a good job explaining the readings and gets to the point on readings and 

sermons 
�  you explain how they tie together and essentially what we should take away from it. 
�  Father makes them meaningful.  I love the way he introduces the readings and gospel.  I find I'm 

listening closer and understanding them more.   
�  I also like Fr. Hunke's prep talks before the readings as they help to get us ready to focus on the 

Word! 
�   I like Fr. Hunke's analysis of readings and gospel and little comments with humor. 
�  Enjoy all the music. 
�  Fr. is reverent and enthusiastic in saying Mass.  
�  Father Hunke explains the readings before each Mass and gives information about the saint whose 

feast day we are celebrating. 
�  I like Fr. Hunke's commentary on readings before they are read.  Helps understand them better. 
�  they are becoming easier to understand with Fr. Hunke's added introductions 
�  I like Fr. Hunke's homilies. 
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�  I love father's introductions before the readings. 
�  Father explains them prior to the readings. 
�  Excellent homilies by the preists.   
�  Fr. Hunke's approach to make the readings more understandable. He explains the high points and 

then we look for them in the spoken word 
�  -I enjoy the explanation of the readings beforehand-it often gives a better understanding of the 

readings by giving background especially with Old Testament. 
�  because Fr. Hunke gives us a summary of the liturgies before the readings begin. With two young 

kids unfortunately it's difficult to always listen to the readers, and Fr's summaries help fill in some 
gaps that tend to come up when  the kids are...well, kids. 

�   I really enjoy Father Hunke's sermons and explanations of the readings. 
�  Father Hunke provides succinct and thoughtful homilies. It is obvious he prepares for Mass. 
�  Fr. Hunke dose a nice job summarizing readings as mass is starting. Friendly Parish 
�  Fr. Hunke shows reverence during mass and does not rush through. 
�  they are easy to understand. I like Fr. Hunke giving us a heads up about them. 
�   (Really enjoy Fr. Hunke's masses. He always has a smile and I leave church feeling very upbeat 

and happy.) 
�  good sermons, 
�  STM has always been blessed with good priests and their sermons have been good to reflect on. 
�  Fr. Hunke's homilies, teachings about the readings. 
�  Fr. Hunke is so great 
�  because the homilies are short and meaningful. 
�  Father Hunke helps explain the messages/teachings we are about to hear in the readings 
�  I like Fr. Hunke's homilies 
�  Father Hunke explains readings 
�  Father Hunke gives information about the readings and gospels before they are read. Very 

refreshing. 
�  I enjoy how Father explains the meaning. 
�  Fr. makes them relevant to daily life. He explains then in terms I can better understand and apply. 

using personal experiences to relate to the congregation 
�  Historically, I have tried to read the readings before going to mass.  I love the way Father Hunke 

sheds light on the readings prior to the readings.  It really helps get me focus on the readings and 
the homily. 

�  Father Hunke wastes time.  
�  I like the way Fr. Norm gives a bit of information or description at the beginning of each mass. 

Sometimes I don't understand the gospel or readings and in the past when they were read, I had no 
clue what they were about. So I really like the way Fr. Norm gives a little explainer to help me better 
understand the readings and gospel. 

�  I like our liturgies because Fr. Hunke brings a feeling of warmth to the mass. 
�  I really like how father tells us about it first. 
�  --Fr Hunke's synopsis prior to the readings has given me a better understanding of what the 

passages mean & in many instances how they can relate to our daily life 
�  I enjoy Father's homilies. 
�  Of the explanation of the readings which helps not only the children listen, but, helps the adults as 

well 
�  I like Fr. Hunke and his sermons, I like that his sermons are straight to the point and don't go on 

and on. 
�  I like our liturgies because Father Hunke explains the readings before they are read to us. 
�  They are uplifting and meaningful and bring me closer to God. Thank you Fr. Hunke We are 

Blessed to have you. 
�  they are informative, interesting and I like Father's exploration of the Gospels. 
�  -I like the short" to the point" homilies. 
�  They are well prepared & always have a great message. 
�  They speak to me!.   
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�  Father speaks on the scriptures before they are read so they are so much more meaningful. 
�  Music 

�  the music has been improving over the years and I hope it will continue to get better.  
�  Like our choirs and signers also (music). 
�  The music is really nice 
�  I like our liturgies when we have a good soloist. 
�   I love good music that makes me want to worship and celebrate when I'm there.   
�  There is no music at the 8:00 Mass 
�  of the many talented people and students who provide music.  
�  Peppy songs, encourage younger people to minister in music. 
�  They are beautiful and the music is lovely.  Well Done! 
�  good music 
�  . Music is generally uplifting praise  
�  --Music (primarily Mr Jim Nailon & Jennifer McGrail) encourages parishioners to actively take part 

in the mass 
�  I like the fact there is an early morning Sunday mass without singing - woud like to see that mass 

go back to 7:30 or even 7. 
�  The point of the readings are explained 
�  meaningful homilies-not to long but get the message 
�  Homilies usually motivate me to make some changes spiritually. 
�  They relate scripture to our daily life 
�  Father gives a brief explanation of how readings and gospel tie in together 
�  I feel involved in the Mass.  I like Fr's works about the reading/gospels prior to them 

�  Criticism 
�  I wish our Mass was more from the heart not read. 
�  please don't say what the readings are before .  I feel as an adult I have heard the readings before 

and understand what is going on. 
�  However, some of the altar servers appear to be very poorly trained and unprepared for their role 

on the altar. 
�   He states his homily twice, once before the readings and once after.  This is ridiculous.   
�  Also, I appreciate Fr. Hunke's clear and concise explanations of the readings; however, I would like 

to see them contained within a single homily.  Our catechism defines the Homily as "Preaching by 
an ordained minister to explain the Scriptures proclaimed in the liturgy and to exhort the people to 
accept them as the Word of God".  I think the same points can be made in the Homily already 
prescribed in the  rubrics and there's no need to add an additional Homily. 

�  The location of the musicians is very distracting, especially for those who sit on that side. 
�  well, problem is I don't like STM liturgies because of the depressing music. I usually go elsewhere. 
�  I also think his homilies are way too long, and parish finances should not be discussed during a 

time when the focus is on the readings and teachings of Jesus and the Bible.  Save that information 
for the parish bulletin. 

�  Wish the priest would wear mic and Speak clearer and louder (Thank you) 
�  I actually feel that they are sort of dry and do not do anything to draw people into our community 
�  Also the Parish People should bring up gifts. 
�  the Sunday liturgy misses a morning rosary 
�  The God, Jesus Christ died for us because he loved us so much!  Wish we could get that concept 

to all who come.   
�  Simplicity 

�  They are simple and direct, focusing on the beauty of the mass and we always have good homilies. 
�  Not overwhelming in length and simple enough to understand. 
�  They are relatively simple.  At our best, people participate and there is a lot of reverence for the 

sacraments.   
�  Tradition/Orthodoxy 

�  They are traditional 
�  they are very traditional 
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�  I like our liturgies when we use incense,  
�  of the desire to be rooted and grounded in traditions of the past. 
�  I like our liturgies because we offer devotions like the Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Divine Mercy, 

Stations of the Cross during Lent, and we pray the Prayer to St. Michael at the end of Mass.  
�  Being Catholic is so much more than just going to Mass on Sunday and I feel like we give people 

opportunities to experience the fullness of our faith on a regular basis. 
�  I like our liturgies because they are standard and follow the structure of the Catholic mass. 

�  Uplifiting/positive/relevent 
�  They are uplifting 
�  They are worshipful, uplifting and respectful of the Eucharist (not rushed). 
�  They bring me Peace and Joy and They are uplifting. 
�  they are to the point with a positive message I can consider in my day to day life.  I enjoy gathering 

with parish friends. 
�  I like our litergies because I can apply them to situations in my life and build on my faith and values 

with God. 
�  at times I can relate it to my life, current developments, struggles, etc. If it gets too "biblical" I get 

lost. Still wondering if anyone wrote back to Paul... 
�  They are relevant. 
�  they are enlightening 

�  Closeness to God 
�  They bring us closer to God. 
�  We receive Christ in the Eucharist!   
�  We are able to receive both Body and Blood. 
�  -I love the ability to receive the Eucharist under both species. 

�  I like our liturgies when we pray the St. Michael prayerv 
�  Please, don't ever stop saying the Prayer to St. Michael at the end of Mass.  Its such a beautiful 

prayer.  In these times of hatred toward Christianity and attack on our family values, we need the 
intercession of St. Michael to back us up and aide us in our fight against evil.  We are at war now, 
and St. Michael is our General, and this prayer is our call to arms. 

�  One thing I'm not a fan of is the "St Michael" prayer after Mass. I just say a prayer to Mary Queen of Peace 
instead. 

�  Most lectors are very good 
�  lectors do a good job of proclaiming The Word.  

�  -I like the addition of the children's collection to make them feel they belong/contribute. 
�  Father Hunke brought back the children's offering and winw 

�  quick and to the point. 
�  They are short 
�  They are not repetitive. 

�  of the reverence in how mass is offered 
�  They are reverent 

�  I like our liturgies because they give me a feeling of community.  
�  they feel welcoming 
�  of the moment after Mass when friends interact with on another after a shared ritual. 
�  They involve the parish members. 
�   We fit in and feel like a part of it 
�  id of the many people involved (music, EMCE, readers, ushers, etc).  
�   I like when the school children are involved. 
�  All ages are reflected.   
�   Feel safe here. 

�  I enjoy and treasure my hour of adoration but at Mass it's an opportunity to join other believers in 
proclaiming our adoration. 

�   I also LOVE our Perpetual Adoration group.   
�  I like our liturgies when we have adoration after,  

�  They are holy. 
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�  of the way they are 
�  they help me grow in my faith 
�  I find them very meaningful 
�  I like our liturgies because it is interesting 
�  I come out with goal in how I can better my life and  become a better person. 
�  Yes and no 
�  They make me think about how to be a better Catholic. 
�  I like our liturgies because it is understandable and related to daily life struggles. . . . . 
�  They are in English.   
�  Are more vibrant and get my attention 
�  the church is beautiful and the service focuses on the mass 
�  They are not for "show and tell" - they are down to earth and currently are not pompous. 
�  Why we all need to be here 
�  -Whoever decorates the altar area for the Liturgical seasons does a beautiful job. 
�  the people take their Sunday obligation seriously. 
�  Wow!  I can't even express. . . . 
�  they are great. 
�  stories Bulletin 
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How do you best receive information about our paris h? (check all that apply) 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent Response Count 

Announcements at Mass 73.6% 148 

Social Media (St. Thomas More's Facebook 
page) 10.4% 21 

Bulletin 88.1% 177 

Email 11.9% 24 

Website (www.stmomaha.org) 13.4% 27 

Word of mouth 44.8% 90 

School communication (Bengal News) 15.4% 31 

Answered Question  201 

Skipped Question  7 
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Q14: My Mass attendance can be described as: 
Answered: 206   Skipped: 2 

 

 
 

My Mass attendance can be described as: 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent Response Count 

More than once a week 34.0% 70 

Every week 55.8% 115 

Almost every week 6.3% 13 

Once or twice a month 3.4% 7 

A few times per year 0.5% 1 

Never or rarely 0.0% 0 

Answered Question  206 

Skipped Question  2 
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Q15: What is your gender? 
Answered: 202   Skipped: 6 

 

 
 
 

What is your gender? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent Response Count 

Male 36.6% 74 

Female 63.4% 128 

Answered Question  202 

Skipped Question  6 
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Q16: Marital Status 
Answered: 204   Skipped: 4 

 

 
 
 

Marital Status? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent Response Count 

Single or Religious 12.3% 25 

Married 70.1% 143 

Divorced 4.9% 10 

Widowed 12.7% 26 

Answered Question  204 

Skipped Question  4 
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Q17: How long have you been a member of St. Thomas More 
parish? 

Answered: 198   Skipped: 10 

 
 
 

How long have you been a member of St. Thomas More parish? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent Response Count 

Under 5 years 12.6% 25 

5-10 years 12.6% 25 

11-25 years 17.7% 35 

25-49 years 37.4% 74 

Over 50 Years 19.7% 39 

answered question  198 

skipped question  10 
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Q18: Which range best fits your age? 
Answered: 203   Skipped: 5 

 

 
 

Which range best fits your age? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent Response Count 

60 and up 56.7% 115 

50-59 17.7% 36 

40-49 9.4% 19 

30-39 9.9% 20 

21-29 5.9% 12 

Under 21 0.5% 1 

answered question  203 

skipped question  5 
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Which range best fits your age? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent Response Count 

Parishioner without a connection to the school 42.30 83 

Parent of a current STM student(s) 18.90 37 

Parent of a former/future STM student 53.60 105 

Parent of a current public/private (not STM) 
student 4.60 9 

Parent of a future/former public/private (not STM) 
student 4.10 8 

Alumni of STM (or spouse) 17.30 34 

answered question  196 

skipped question  12 
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Q20: Please list any questions you have for the Par ish 
Council or Fr. Hunke.  If you would like a direct r esponse, 

please leave your contact info. 
Answered: 50   Skipped: 158  

 
�  I do like to hear about stuff during mass (before) while people are still there.  So many leave EARLY!! 

Why the wine every Sun (Mass)   
We didn't need to give up a Mass   
Also the children offering is new   
Who really chose the Mass times?   
Remember its our parish, it your job for a few years.   
Good luck.   
P.S. get a good plumber for the drip in school girls bathroom sink. Fix the drinking fountain in the school.  

  
�  I'm a little concerned from this past weekend, that our Priest is eliminating more masses.  We went down to two on 

Sunday and now only one on Saturday.  You have to realize this is an older parish with many funerals happening 
sometimes weekly and sometimes, not very often, but some twice in a day.  That's part of your job as a priest to deal with 
these as they come.  I feel and have heard that money/payment is brought as the first topic of conversation with any 
families planning a wedding or funeral.  This is wrong.  I feel our parish will be losing members (we finally got it back up) 
from past experience with a priest that is all about himself and not the way of the parish.  People are getting turned off 
already and are looking to attend other parishes.  If you need an associate or help, then as a parish we need to help you.  
Thank you 

 
�  Fr. Hunke, I greatly appreciate most priests.  I realize you are a dying breed and are stretched thin.  I do enjoy your 

masses and sermons.  I've never been a priest so I can't full appreciate all you may be required to do - therefore I do have 
some questions of you.  Maybe I expect a lot because for most of my life I was around exceptional priests - one being Fr. 
Shane.  If you'd like to address any of what I've written you feel free to do so.  Thanks. 

 
�  It seems like all I've seen over the last two heads of this parish is the diminishing of services for the convenience of the 

pastor. 6 am Mass went away.  7:30 Sunday mass went away  And because we won't sing at 8 am on Sunday we can't 
have communion under both species.  Now Sat am Mass goes away.  Every pastor wants us to donate more and do more 
for ht eparish while it seems that the loyal donator and daily mass goes gets less.  I realize that call to the priesthood may 
be lessening, but like the church expecting more in contributions we expect more in services (or at least the same)  I and 
my family have been in this parish over 35 years, but if I am forced to go to other parishes to find what I need (at least on 
Sat & Sun) then at least some of my donations will go with me.      
 

�  Father Hunke you are a welcome addition to our St. Thomas More parish. 
 

�  Bereavement:  Need follow up with families.  Like the idea of a small cross w/ names on it to be visible in church for one 
year and then presented to family on anniv of death or funeral. 
 

�  I know Fr. Hunke meets with the family at time of death.  Is there any info on funerals (reading, gospels, music, etc) before 
one dies?  For instance, can I choose a song or two of my liking rather than my family doing it?  OR does the family even 
do it al all?  Info on organists, singers, altar servers, availability of funeral luncheon space and help, etc.  Are flowers 
allowed on the altar?  etc, etc? Is any info "specific to STM" available before death?  some parishes have funeral 
committees- do we?  Gratuities? Approved songs? 
 

�  I suggest Fr. Hunke should talk to Men's Club officers to get a sense of what they do, the problems, etc.  I think his help in 
appealing etc to parents may be the only thing left to save Men's Club. 

�  Thanks to all who contributed to this well done survey.  Your work and efforts are appreciated.   
�  Would like to see Sacrament of Reconciliation after Mass on Saturday nite or after last Mass on Sunday. 
�  Could we please have music a the 8:00 AM Mass? 
�  Keep up the good work and we'll be ready to help when needed!  
�  Since there is so much sickness all around us, please no wine drinking and no hand shakes.  Bow our heads. 
�  Are the $3 votive candles 7 day candles? 
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�  My only other thought is I wonder if we can reach out more to our young school families.  So many of them bring their kids 
to our school but don't attend weekend masses.  How can we better get them to take their duty of raising their children in 
the church more to heart?  Doesn't seem like many are practicing their faith. 
 

�  I am very happy that an elevator has been installed.  I think more focus should be placed on elder care issues by the 
parish and archdiocese.  There are going to be challenges not met.  There is life beyond school children and millennials. 
 

�  Just to tell Fr. Hunke we appreciate him. 
�  1. Steven's Center Dinner Group 5 5. Golden Living Eucharistic Minsters 5   

 
�  Possible short Announcement of current topics being addressed and if we want to leave comments on topics. Maybe just 

a note in website as Church newsletter is almost to long to wait for a reply. or respond 
 

�  Thank you for doing this. 
�  Thank You!  We are blessed to have you, Fr. Hunke!   

 
�  Father Hunke has arrived at a great time for me personally. I believe the Parish will benefit immensely. 
�  15.Husband and Wife filled it out together Retired Seniors 

 
�  Suggestions   

Instead of spending money on a "Parish Center" We think the money should be saved for a "Rainy Day"   
1.The Roof always finds a leak somewhere   
2. The Church restrooms need care constantly   
3.The Church lighting and loud speakers be addressed   
4. The School needs new windows   
5 The School classrooms need central air conditioning not just window machines.   
 

�  Thank you for putting this survey together. I know it involves a lot of time and work. May God bless our parish. 
 

�   Religious Education Program (for children who do not attend our parish school) Wednesdays don't work for my two girls 
in OPS to attend. 
 

�  I am glad STM has WINGS group but I wish STM had a Women's group that was faith formation like Endow or Hearts 
Afire like I mentioned.   
 

�  It would be also awesome to have a little side Adoration  room in the church to make more comfortable/personal prayer 
area.   
 

�  Would it be possible to have a Penitential Service during the Day during Advent and Lent for those of us who do not drive 
at night? 
 

�  I would like to See the Minutes of the Parish Council Published   
�  I would lie to see the Results of the Survey   
�  1. Liturgy I am a member of this committee but to my knowledge it only meets once a year. 
�  AA/GA Did not think these were Parish Based I thought they only used our facility.   

 
�  19. These Demographics Do not Address a MultiGenerational Parish and only address the School Not the Parish as a 

Whole.  
�  I would like to see A Summary of this Survey   

 
�  Not sure what activity it would be, but also have opportunities for groups to come together for a common goal - fun times 

like the festival and parish dinner and fun things.  Put out wish list for fixing up the Baptistry (cost, donated labor, etc.) 
 

�  7. Until We meet our current obligations, I don't think we should take on any new projects. 
 

�  Instead of building a new parish center or office I think you should keep & remodel the existing ones. It could use it! Also 
take the two car garage and make it into a new office. Since there is another two car garage detached the priest would still 
have parking. It would certainly be a lot cheaper. 
 

�  Husband and wife filled this on out together 
 



 

47 
2017 STM Parish Survey 

�  Is there any chance of changing the 7am daily mass to 6;30 due to it is hard to get out of the parking lot after mass 
because the school children are being dropped off for school? 
 

�  Who ever decorates the alters does a great job!! 
 

�  St. Mary Magdelene Church has a 7:30 Sunday Mass that is 25 minutes long or less. STM has parishioners that attend 
that Mass.  That is where some donations are going to instead of STM.  Can we get these people back? 
 

�  Father said it would be could in church, but this year the cold air blows in front constantly cover up the vent 
�  Not a big fan of all the changes. 

 
�  Thank you for your continued work on this.  I'm sure you're receiving responses that run from one end of the spectrum to 

the other and identifying actual issues and solving for them won't be easy.  Just remember that you won't make everyone 
happy.  May Pope St. John XXIII guide your path of investigation and problem solving. 
 

�  Could you please do something about the St. Michael's prayer? It seems very unnecessary to have it as part of every 
mass and is a rather dark prayer to end a celebration with. 
 

�  In the 12 years I've been in the parish, we've had 3 pastors and 2 associate pastors, all of which like to do things very 
differently.  I would like to see more stability within our parish in the leadership roles. Can we keep a pastor for a longer 
time? I like the changes you are making.  If we cannot keep a pastor for a longer term, can we ensure the successor does 
not undo all the changes that were done? 
 

�  Sincere thanks & appreciation for your work. You are all in my prayers. 
�  Let's get a young adult bible study group going! Couples or singles or both! 
�  Who are you? 

 
�  Thank you for conducting the survey.  I appreciate the effort involved in compiling responses and gleaning useful 

conclusions--especially with somewhat wordy response like mine.  Good Luck! 
 
 
 
 


