
St. Thomas More Pastoral Council Minutes 

August 21, 2018 

Members Present:  Fr. Hunke, Betty Piskorski, Liz Fox, Karen Fogarty, Travis Washington, Abby 

Skradski, Joe Pesek, Monica Mora-Handlos, Connie Gewinner  

Members Absent: Kelly Sobetski 

Opening Prayer:  Fr. Hunke opened the meeting with a prayer. 

NEW PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Karen Fogarty was welcomed as a new member to the 

Parish Council.  Barb Boettger will also be a new member.  She is on vacation so she wasn’t able 

to join us this evening.  Introductions were made around the table.  Karen and her husband are 

lifetime members of STM.  Currently, most of their children attend STM and several of their 

grandchildren are attending STM grade school. 

Names were brought up for a possible male addition to the Council. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

CHURCH RENOVATION:  Fr. gave us an overview of the church renovation.  Everything is 

coming together.  Lights are in, carpet is down, tile is being laid, bathrooms almost finished, 

painting is finished.  Acoustical panels are not in at this time.  They should be in by Sept. 1.  Fr. 

is hopeful to have Mass in the church by the 2nd week of September.   

Fr. has talked to Fr. Richard Reiser, pastor of St. John Vianney, an iconographer, to do a painting 

of St. Thomas More.  We currently do not have an image of STM in the church.   

Fr. has asked the Bishop to bless our newly decorated church. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

ARCHOMAHA UNITE:  Archbishop Lucas will send a letter to the parishes to be read at all 

Masses pertaining to ARCHOMAHA UNITE.  The purpose and goal of this event is to enliven the 

faith life in our diocese; to build up faith for Omaha Catholics.  Mass will be held at the CHI 

Center June 8, 2019.  There will be no funerals, weddings or Masses held that day.  Half day 

informative sessions will be held for all the parishes to prepare for this event. 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL:  Marie Bohls has volunteered to lead, to chair/organize this 

upcoming appeal. 

CATHOLIC CHURCH NEWS/THE PRIEST’S ISSUE:   A very helpful, healing discussion was held 

around the table.   We had an opportunity to share our feelings, to ask any questions.   One 

comment shared by Travis was, “the devil comes to church on Sunday.”  The closer we get to 

God the more active the devil becomes. 



Fr. asked about having a similar round table informal discussion extended to the parishioners;  

a group setting to give them an avenue of expression, a therapeutic experience in a group 

setting like we all had this evening.  More on this after Fr. speaks to the parishioners on this 

topic. 

BIBLE STUDY:  Bible Study will begin on October 4th at Holy Cross, St. Edwards Hall.  The study 

will be on “Act of the Apostles & Letters.”  Thursday morning and evening sessions will be held. 

ALPHA:  the Alpha Group will begin at STM in January.  Alpha consists of a series of films and 

discussions along with a meal. 

MINISTRY OF COMFORT & CONSOLATION:  Sunday, Sept 23 from 1 – 3, Sr. Pauline invited 

Michael Prendergast to speak at STM.  His presentation is called “Ministry of Comfort & 

Consolation.”  Best practice for pastoral care of the sick and the order of Christian funerals.  

 

Fr. reminded us that we are the “eyes and ears” of our parish community.  He challenged us 

with some homework.  His question for us as a council, “What do you see as a possible focus for 

next year?” 

 

Fr. Hunke ended the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 9th at 6:30pm in the rectory. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Connie Gewinner  


