
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Aug. 30, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 166-172 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

 

THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS 

 

2Kg. 6:  The miracle of recovering the lost ax sets up the story about Elisha, a prophet with 

amazing powers from God.  In vs. 9-11 he does better than finding an ax, he can tell where the 

King of Aram is going to attack.  In vs. 12-13 the king of Aram coming to capture Elisha.  Elisha 

calls on God and he is saved.  Jesus does not call on God when he is going to be arrested but 

every Christian would have figured that He could have, because he was more miraculous than 

Elisha.  Elisha saves Israel without bloodshed.  The king of Aram decides it is better to attack 

Samaria instead of the part that Elisha had been in.  Samaria is half way between Jerusalem 

(south) and Galilee (north) but was still a part of Israel.  Aram was north of the northern 

kingdom.  Vs. 17 says there were “horses and fiery chariots around Elisha.”  Maybe they were 

the same kind that God sent for Elijah. 

 

2Kg. 7:  Vs. 6-7 tell of how God can win battles.  But remember Jesus did not depend on this for 

his battle is against Satan and his weapon, death.   

 

2Kg. 8:  In vs. 6 the woman whose son had been cured by Elisha approached the king of Israel 

who said: “Restore all her property to her, with all that the field produced from the day she left 

the land until now.”  It is a good idea to be nice to a favored daughter.  With all the power God 

has given him, Elisha is still afraid for his people.  Vs. 12, “Why are you weeping, my lord?”  

Elisha replied, “Because I know the evil that you will inflict upon the Israelites. You will burn 

their fortresses, you will slay their youth with the sword, you will dash their little children to 

pieces, you will rip open their pregnant women.”  Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem for He 

too knew that horrible things would happen to them because not everyone was willing to do what 

they need to do in order to be saved. 

 

2Kg. 9:  The story of Jezebel is such a powerful one.  It shows the power of a women to get a 

man to do what she wants.  Jezubel does it for evil.  Mary even got Jesus to do something He 

was not planning to do at the Wedding Feast at Cana, but she did it for good.  But Jezebel dies as 

had been prophesied in 1Kg 21:23.  Vs. 36 “In the confines of Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of 

Jezebel.” 

 

2Kg. 10:  It is hard to follow the history line of these stories when they jump back and forth so 

much.  These are important stories for the Jews and for us, but not because of the history but 

because of the lessons.  This chapter gives more details concerning the death of Ahab’s family.  

Vs. 18-27 is the trick used to kill the worshippers of Baal, which is like Jesus’ message about 

separating the wheat from the chaff and burning the chaff.  But the next generation is still left 

with the golden calf gods, so judgment goes on. 

 



2Kg. 11:  Jehoiada becomes king of Israel and finishes off the altars of Baal. 

 

2Kg. 12:  In the southern kingdom of Judah, Joash rules from age seven.  He has to deal with 

some crooked priests who are scamming the people and not using the money to fix the temple.  

This is the explanation of why the king of Aram took all the silver and gold from the temple.  

God took it away from the corrupt priests. 

 

2Kg. 13:  The best story in this chapter is in vs. 20-21.”Elisha died and was buried. …  So they 

cast the dead man into the grave of Elisha, and everyone went off.  But when the man came in 

contact with the bones of Elisha, he came back to life and rose to his feet.  A sign of the power of 

relics and why the church uses them still, as an aid to our devotions to the saints.   

 

2Kg. 14:  Amaziah, king of Judah, is a good man and followed the law of Moses and does not 

kill the children of the fathers.  He still loses the war with northern kingdom of Israel.  Amaziah 

dies in vs. 22.  Starting in vs.23 we switch to the northern kingdom and Jeroboam II, son of 

Joash, rules Israel.  According to the notes in the list of kings in my Bible, he ruled a long time 

and strengthened Israel. 

 

2Kg. 15 & 16:  Azariah, son of Amaziah, becomes king of Judah and is good like his dad, but 

like his dad did not get rid of the pagan altars in high places so he dies a leper.  Then there is a 

string of Israel kings who “did evil in the sight of the Lord.”  Also there was a string of Judah’s 

kings who are okay but did not get rid of the high places.  Notice that even the author of 2Kgs is 

getting tired and shortening the accounts of all these Kings, so don’t feel bad if this is mind-

numbing for you. 

 

2Kg. 17:  In Israel, (vs. 16) “They disregarded all the commandments of the Lord, their God, and 

made for themselves two molten calves: they also made a sacred pole and worshiped all the host 

of heaven, and served Baal.  They immolated their sons and daughters by fire, practiced fortune-

telling and divination, and sold themselves into evil doing.”  Vs. 23, “Finally, the Lord put Israel 

away out of his sight as he had foretold…and Israel went into exile from their native soil to 

Assyria…”  Even after the king of Assyria sent a priest back to have the people serve their God 

more faithfully, they still didn’t obey God.  Vs. 24-28 speaks of the King of Assyria bringing 

people from five nations together to live in Samaria.  In the Gospel of John, Chapter 4, Jesus 

talks to the Samaritan woman who has five husbands.  She represents all of the Samaritans in this 

way.  This connection helps to understand how many levels of meaning there are in the Gospel 

of John. 

 

2Kg. 18:  Hezekiah, son of Ahaz is king of Judah and is a good king.  He gets rid of the pagan 

worship and stands up to the Assyrian forces.  In Vs. 9-13 Israel is conquered by Assyria and the 

northern kingdom is taken to live in exile in Medes.  The King of Assyria then taunts the King of 

Judah.  It is a guy thing, like trash talk.   I especially like vs.21 in which Sennacherib even mocks 

any reliance the people of Judah may have on Egypt, saying Egypt is just a broken reed.”  But 

Eliakim tells the king of Judah to stand firm with God.  So trash talk doesn’t impress God as you 

will see in the next chapter. 

 



2Kg. 19:  King Hezekiah of Judah and King Sennacherib of Assyria taunt each other but the 

Lord has the last word and in vs. 35-36 sends his angel into the Assyrian camp and kills 185,000 

men, which sends them back to Nineveh.  This whole conquering of Israel by Assyria is what 

Jonah was afraid would happen and why he wanted God to just smite Nineveh, rather than God 

smiting Israel with Assyria as His tool. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 

 

Prv. 5-6:  These chapters on adultery sound harsh and are one sided but remember that this book 

is geared to be between a father and his son.  There could be another whole set of chapters 

dedicated to mothers warning their daughters.  Also remember that Jesus specifically forgave the 

adulteress woman, so He understands what women go through. 

 

Prv. 7:  Vs. 21-22 are my favorites for keeping celibate: “She wins him over by her repeated 

urging, with her smooth lips she leads him astray; he follows her stupidly, like an ox that is led to 

slaughter…”  I don’t want to be a stupid ox and loose the gift of celibacy. 

 

Prv. 8:  Vs. 22-31 are very significant in that they foreshadow the plurality of God as three 

divine persons.  The concept of the Trinity had not even been mentioned in Jewish thinking yet.  

Vs. 22, “The Lord begot me, the firstborn of his ways…”  The whole chapter is about wisdom, 

which is about as close to the idea of the Holy Spirit that the OT shows. 

 

Prv. 9:  St. James must have taken his cues from here as he wrote his letter.  There is no mincing 

of words.  It does no good to try and summarize this chapter for each verse is a new lesson.   

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS. 

 

 

1Cor. 14:  St. Paul must have had some negative experiences of people speaking in tongues and 

bragging about it.  So he gives several warnings about this gift.  Vs. 13 is one that seems to be 

forgotten in recent times, at least in my experience: “Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue 

should pray to be able to interpret.”  This no longer seems to happen at Charismatic prayer 

groups.  There is a lot of speaking in tongues but no interpreters.  In vs. 19 he says five words 

with his mind to instruct others is better than a thousand works in a tongue.  He worries in vs. 23 

that non-believers will think we are out of our minds. And in vs. 28: “But if there is no 

interpreter, the person should keep silent in the church and speak to himself and to God.”   I 

think that vs. 34-35 has to be seen as focusing on women speaking in tongues, and the part about 



women being subordinate is about presiding in liturgy.  Afterall, he has just said everyone should 

be subordinate to Christ, so I presume he is giving male priesthood a push.  You have to read my 

book on why that is important.  It has to do with competition. 

 

1Cor. 15:  Here he emphasizes the core Gospel message, death and resurrection.  It is passed on 

by witnesses of which Paul sees himself (vs. 8) “as to one born abnormally, he appeared to me.  

Paul didn’t have the experience of following Jesus around like the other apostles.  But starting 

with vs. 12 he focuses on the resurrection as critical.  Vs. 19: “If for this life only we have hoped 

in Christ, we are the most pitiable people of all.”  Vs. 26 speaks of the last enemy of God being 

destroyed: “The last enemy to be destroyed is death, for “he subjected everything under his 

feet.””  In the end Jesus will bring it all to the Father.  Vs. 32 is the result of no hope of 

resurrection, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”  Starting with vs. 35 he focuses on the 

resurrection of the body and not just the soul.  Vs. 52 summarizes: “For the trumpet will sound, 

the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”  Watch out for this as you watch 

TV and movies.  99% of the shows have no hope of after-life, and so have no hope. 

 

1Cor. 16:  This last chapter is Paul talking about his traveling plans.  Notice he starts will a 

suggestion about a special collection for the people of Jerusalem.  We still do that on Good 

Friday and occasionally at other times. 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 

 

2Cor. 1:  As usual he starts out with his encouraging greeting and thanksgiving but adds 

something new in vs. 8.  He and possibly Timothy has suffered some kind of affliction that was 

almost deadly.  It could have been anything from persecution to the flu or plague.  In vs 12 he 

starts defending his plans that obviously got changed.  It seems like they must have been really 

mad at him for he really seems concerned that he makes peace with them again. 

 

2Cor. 2:  Whatever the problem was, he continues with his worry about how it has affected 

people in Corinth.  This part of his letter is not big in the Lectionary because it doesn’t seem to 

go anywhere. 

 

2Cor. 3:  In vs. 6 he mentions a “new covenant.”  Then he goes into the difference between the 

two covenants.  The first is a ministry of death, obey the law or die.  The second is the ministry 

of the Spirit, which he says is more glorious, because you get to live again in glory.  In vs. 12-18 

he shows that the meaning of the OT is veiled, until Jesus opens it up like He did on the Road to 

Emmaus.   

 

 

 


