
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Sept. 6, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 173-179 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS 

 

2Kg. 20:  Hezekiah was a good man and begged God for healing and God granted the request.  

Isaiah the prophet applied the medicine.  The shadow of the sun moved back ten steps as a sign 

of God’s word.  That doesn’t mean the sun moved back or the earth reversed it rotation.  Kind of 

like the Miracle of the Sun at Lourdes, which was seen by everyone in a 40-mile radius, but not 

noticed by the rest of the world.  Hezekiah makes friends with the King of Babylon, which 

would have covered most of the area north and west of Israel.  The capital is Nineveh.  The pool 

and conduit that is mentioned in vs. 20 is still in existence and was the only way to get water to 

Jerusalem without leaving the city.  It was dug down through solid rock in case of siege. 

 

2Kg. 21:  Manasseh, son of Hezekiah, brought back all the idol worship that his dad got rid of.  

This sets up the exile of the southern kingdom for God will only protect the temple in Jerusalem 

if they are following His law.  Amon becomes king after his father Manasseh, but is just as evil.  

The people kill him and have his son, Josiah take over.   

The “book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah” mentioned in previous chapters and in vs. 17 

is one of the sets of scrolls that was lost because of the Babylonian exile that was about to come.  

Having a set of scrolls like the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah mentioned, but not 

available, helps us understand some of how God worked in order to give us our Bible.  He 

obviously didn’t think that set of scrolls needed to be included or He would certainly have been 

able to make sure it was saved just like He made sure the ones He wanted were saved.  

 

2Kg. 22:  King Josiah was pleasing to the Lord, but the book of the laws of God had been lost in 

the last 60 years.  When Josiah commissioned repair work to be done on the temple the high 

priest Hilkiah found the book.  King Josiah wept and repented of the sins of his father and 

grandfather and so the prophecy predicting the destruction of Jerusalem was delayed during 

Josiah lifetime.  This should help us understand why some of the Saints have talked about a 

“warning sign” for the last century and it still hasn’t happened.  God has shown He will back off 

His punishments when we listen to Him. 

 

2Kg. 23:  King Josiah had the book of the law read to the people and had the temple cleansed of 

all the pagan things from there and the surrounding area.  You might be wondering why the 

previous kings and people fell into this pagan worship mentioned in this chapter.  My guess is 

that most of it was political.  Making friends with all the surrounding kings by showing that you 

worshipped the same gods, as they worshipped, made them feel safe.  In vs. 20-23 Josiah 

commands that Passover is to be celebrated.  This hadn’t happened in many years.  King Josiah 

dies in battle with Pharaoh Neco.  His son Jehoahaz succeeded him for three months.  The 

pharaoh made Eliakim another son of Josiah king in his place.  Both Jehoahaz and his brother 

Eliakim (called Jehoiakim by Pharaoh Neco) were evil in God’s sight. 

 



2Kg. 24:  Jehoiachin succeeded his father Jehoiakim as king of Judah and did evil in the sight of 

God.  He was taken to Babylon as a captive.  Everyone but the poor were exiled to Babylon.  

Jehoiachin’s uncle became king appointed by the king of Babylon.  His name was Mattaniah but 

was changed to Zedekiah.  Try to imagine what life would have been like for the poor people 

who were left in these countries.  They had no more government oppression so that would have 

been nice.  But having no government also meant there was not law and order, or infrastructure 

maintenance.  That would have made trade dangerous.  Farmers might have done okay but 

everyone else would be in trouble.  We need to think of these things as we currently risk losing 

our government structure in this country.  Countries with constant revolutions and government 

take-overs are a disaster for the poor.  

 

2Kg. 25:  Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon now comes to destroy Jerusalem.  According to 

Google, the Babylonians led by the Chaldean army had conquered the Assyrians in 609 B.C.  In 

vs. 7 Zedekiah is blinded after the last thing he sees is the slaying of his two sons by the 

Babylonian king.  In vs. 22 Gediliah is appointed governor of Judah.  Ishmael, of royal descent 

kills Gedaliah.  Some people escape to Egypt.  Nebuchadnezzar releases Jehoiachin from prison 

and he was treated well by him for as long as he lived.  So now both kingdoms are destroyed as 

God foretold.  Israel is over thrown by the Assyrians in 722 BC.  Judah was over thrown by 

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon in 587 BC.  That is what happens when you don’t follow God’s 

rules. 

 

 

 

FIRST BOOK OF CHRONICLES 

 

These books are added history but more like history in Catholic schools, which adds some of the 

moral lessons of different situations.  The previous books are more like the public school version, 

which today eliminate the influence of the Catholic Church.  The Books of Chronicles I & II are 

more to help understand the work of God in the lives of His people, so they are written to 

influence the people to get back to God after they have suffered exile. 

 

1Chr. 1-8:  In general, the thing to realize about these chapters is what it would have taken for 

these people to keep track of all of this.  Most of us can’t go back more than four generations.  

The Chosen People were record keepers.  They were obsessed with it.  There are no other signs 

of a people like the Israelites who had this kind of obsession.  God uses it to His advantage, to 

tell His story.  One little side note is in chapter 4, vs. 9-10.  It is the prayer of Jabez.  “Oh, that 

you may truly bless me and extend my boundaries! Help me and make me free of misfortune, 

without pain!?  You will occasionally see plaques of this prayer of Jabez.  Those plaques make a 

big deal of something that is very insignificant in the bible.  They sell to the people focused on 

the Gospel of Prosperity.  Other than that, you are on your own to find meaning in all these lists. 

 

1Chr. 9:  The first part of this chapter, vs. 3-34, is a good summary of some of the tasks of the 

people in Jerusalem: priests for service of the house of God, gatekeepers, those in charge of 

liturgical equipment, and chanters.  

 



1Chr. 10:  A question that is sometimes asked is why David is treated so much better than Saul, 

when they both have their times of infidelity and disobedience.  The answer is that Saul, like 

Judas, does not come back to God.  David, like Peter, does come back and reconciles.  So one of 

the comments that the author put in that is more a morality lesson than history is in vs. 13-14; 

“Thus Saul died because of his rebellion against the Lord in disobeying his command, and also 

because he had sought counsel of a necromancer, and had not rather inquired of the Lord.  

Therefore, the Lord slew him, and transferred his kingdom to David, the son of Jesse.” 

 

   

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 

 

Prv. 10:  There is just a lot of interesting lines in this chapter.  One that struck me was vs. 23: 

“Crime is the entertainment of the fool; so is wisdom for the man of sense.”  I guess that I should 

watch less of NCIS or CSI and more documentaries.  But even though I think the author was 

talking more about the real thing and not the TV shows it still applies.  Vs. 27, “The fear of the 

Lord prolongs life, but the years of the wicked are brief.”  Johnny Carson once asked a 100-year-

old man his secret to longevity.  He said: “A horrible fear of death!”  Carson just about lost it.  It 

is still wisdom if it is rightly placed. 

 

Prv. 11:  I like vs. 7: “When a wicked man dies his hope perishes, and what is expected from 

strength come to nought.”  As the Divine Mercy image says: “Trust in Me.”  Or the opposite in 

Dante’s version of what the gates of hell have as their sign, “Abandon all hope, ye who enter 

here.” 

 

Prv. 12:  Vs. 1, “He who loves correction loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid.” 

It would be like collecting all the sayings of your parents and teachers.  But notice there is 

always good and bad.  (12:4) “A worthy wife is the crown of her husband, but a disgraceful one 

is like rot in his bones.” 

 

Prv. 13:1-12:  Vs. 3, “He who guards his mouth protects his life; to open wide one’s lips brings 

downfall.”  Now everyone just puts everything online forums like Facebook.  That gets to more 

people so is certainly worse. 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 

 

 

2Cor. 4:  Vs. 1 & 16 both have the line: “we are not discouraged”.  After all that he described in 

vs. 7-11, that is amazing but vs. 12 shows the motivation: “So death is at work in us, but life in 

you.”  Paul sees himself as a servant of the Lord, giving his all for the sake of getting others to 

heaven.  Sounds like he is following Jesus’ lead. 



 

2Cor. 5:  This chapter goes farther in explaining Paul’s motivation.  He is looking for that new 

building to replace his beat-up old tent of a body, as he explains in vs. 1.  Remember that Paul’s 

occupation is tent maker.  “For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, 

we have a building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven.”  From vs. 16 

on, he is clarifying how he sees his job as reconciling the world to Christ so others can receive 

the resurrected body that Christ showed was possible by taking on our sins.  Vs. 21, “For our 

sake he made him to be sin who did not know sin, so that we might become the righteousness of 

God in him.” 

 

2Cor. 6:  Paul uses the first few verses to let them know not to delay being reconciled with 

Christ.  Then he goes into more of what he has gone through and done to get this message across 

in an urgent way.  In vs. 14-18 Paul lets believers know that they should let anyone who doesn’t 

want to be saved, to go their way.  Don’t tie themselves to the lawless any more than Christ 

would tie himself to Beliar (Satan) and say that if Satan isn’t saved then he doesn’t want to go 

back to heaven.  This last line is mine but I have often heard ones just a weird.  I have heard 

people say the if so-in-so isn’t in heaven, they don’t want to be in heaven.  Some say they won’t 

go unless their pet gets to be there with them.  Those are dangerous conditions to express to God. 

 

2Cor. 7:  This chapter is not found in the Lectionary for Mass because it really doesn’t contain 

much spiritual content.  Paul is just trying to help his parishioners to keep calm, and not 

overreact.  He is encouraging them in the midst of the misunderstandings that have happened 

with the community. 

 

2Cor. 8:  Here we have a thing about the Macedonian’s generosity.  This is in the Lectionary, for 

it encourages generosity.  In vs. 9 he talks of Jesus, “For you know the gracious act of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that for your sake he became poor although he was rich, so that by his poverty you 

might become rich.”  In vs. 15, he continues to guide them as a father guides generosity for his 

children, “Who ever had much did not have more, and whoever had little did not have less.”  

That is from Exodus.  Then Paul gives praise to Titus. 

 

2Cor. 9:  More lessons on generosity in vs. 6: “Consider this:  whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 

 

2Cor. 10:  At this point it is almost hard to remember what he might be trying to argue about.  I 

wish we knew what the original situation was, but we don’t.  What we can learn from this is 

what Paul clarifies in this chapter, that he does not credential himself. In vs. 17 he says that what 

he has, is from the Lord.  That is who he boasts in.  That makes sense because back in vs. 4 he 

told us that the Lord has the power to destroy fortresses.  Paul doesn’t have that power. 

 


