
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Sept. 27, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 194-200 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES 

 

2Chr. 22:  Ahaziah was the only son of Jehoram left so he became king but only for a year.  He 

had been with the northern kingdom during that war that his father started and ended up getting 

killed.  His mom tried to kill off all the royal offspring of the house of Judah.  But the princess 

Jehosheba rescued Joash and hid him for six years while grandma Athaliah reigned.  I think of 

chapters like this, as ways that God shows us how having a universal King, who is all good, is a 

real good thing. 

 

2Chr. 23:  This is cool, the priests took up arms and made Joash king and when Athaliah 

protested, they took her outside the temple and killed her.  Then they got rid of the altars of Baal 

that Athaliah had set up in it.  That was about all that was left to fight for what is right.  With the 

New Covenant the priests are in a spiritual battle for the kingdom. 

 

2Chr. 24:  King Joash took over at age seven.  He asked the priest’s for help but they didn’t do it 

at first.  Finally, with Jehoiada the priest’s help, he got the priests back on a spiritual focus and 

restored the temple.  But after a while Jehoiada died, at the age of 130.  His replacement Joash 

started to listen to rowdy princes and worshipping false gods.  Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada, 

preached against this abomination and Joash had him killed.  God punished him within a year by 

having the Arameans attack and even wounded Joash.  The friends of Jehoiada and his son killed 

him in his sickbed. 

 

2Chr. 25:  Amaziah took his dad’s place and was pleasing to the Lord, though not 

wholeheartedly.  He killed the guys who had killed his dad, Joash.  He should have let God deal 

with that.  Then he wanted to go to war so he hired some mercenaries from Israel.  That was not 

good.  After being warned by a prophet, he dismissed them with their pay but did not have them 

join in battle.  He won the battle again the people of Seir.  But took their idols home with him to 

worship.  While he was gone the mercenaries had looted much of Judah.  Then he tried to work 

with Israel and that ended with Judah getting beat and they were looted.  A conspiracy of faithful 

people killed Amaziah because he had turned from God. 

 

2Chr. 26:  Uzziah took his father’s place and did well at first and rebuilt the city and temple.  

Then he made the mistake of entering the temple as if he were a priest and offered an incense 

offering.  The priests confronted him and when he didn’t back down God gave him leprosy.  

Isaiah supposedly wrote about him, vs. 22, and his tomb just said: “He was a leper.” 

 

2Chr. 27:  Jotham took his father’s place and was good but the people weren’t. 

 

2Chr. 28:  His son Ahaz took over and was bad because he worshipped Baal.  The Arameans 

beat him.  The Israelites beat him and plundered Judah, but some of the soldiers had a change of 



heart after hearing from Oded the prophet and helped out the captives and released them.  King 

Ahaz did not have a change of heart and tried making friends with Assyria.  That didn’t work but 

Ahaz had taken gold and silver from the temple to do this.  He even closed up the temple for he 

was worshipping other idols. 

 

2Chr. 29:  Ahaz’s son Hezekiah took over and was good and restored the temple.  You should 

have noticed the emphasis of the temple in the southern kingdom in these Chronicle Books.  

Remember the author is trying to motivate the people in his time to rebuild the temple.  That was 

after the exile.  Are you noticing how so much of this is about the temple and less about politics? 

 

2Chr. 30:  The northern territories were invited to celebrate the Passover but few came.  Those 

from Judah came in better numbers.  In vs. 17-20 we hear that many of the people did not 

prepare themselves for celebrating the Passover worthily.  Luckily Hezekiah prayed for them and 

the Lord spared them.  This is a foreshadowing of how we must receive communion worthily.  

But with confession to a priest we can be forgiven. 

 

2Chr. 31:  The author of Chronicles is really praising Hezekiah’s work.  For he did take down 

the sacred poles and pagan altars and other high places and sacred pillars used in idol worship.  

He reestablished Levitical Priesthood.  So vs. 20 says: “This Hezekiah did in all Judah.  He did 

what was good, upright and faithful before the Lord, his God. 

 

2Chr. 32: In vs. 5, Sennacherib, King of Assyria, wants to attack, so Hezekiah reinforced the 

walls.  In vs. 8 he encourages the people by saying: “For he has only an army of flesh, but we 

have the Lord our God, to help us and to fight our battles.  In vs. 8-19 Sennacherib does some 

smack talk to put down Hezekiah.  It is a guy thing.  In vs. 21 we see that the angel of the Lord 

takes care of theAssyrian problem.   In vs. 24-26 Hezekiah gets sick but is proud so God is 

angry, but eventually the king humbles himself, so God holds off punishment until the next 

generation. In vs. 30 Hezekiah has his famous underground water system set up.  I got a chance 

to go there and see this engineering feat.  It was done through solid stone.  That was a great 

engineering feat. 

 

2Chr. 33:  Manasseh succeeds his father as king and reverses all the good.  In vs. 11, we hear the 

price for that: “Therefore the Lord brought against them the army commanders of the Assyrian 

king; they took Manasseh with hooks, shackled him with chains, and transported him to 

Babylon.”  Manasseh decided he better pray, so the Lord freed him from captivity in Babylon 

and he figured out that the Lord was real.  He was partly good.  Amon took his place when his 

father Manasseh died.  He was evil and did not humble himself before the Lord. 

 

2Chr. 34:  Josiah was next and pleased the Lord by getting rid of the altars to idols.  They must 

be like weeds and keep popping up.  He restored the temple and found the book of the Law of 

Moses.  Hilkiah was the priest who found it and eventually read it to the people and the king, 

thus averting the wrath of God.  In my reading about today’s problems, I find that they all seem 

to be repeats from heresies of the past, just put into new wording. 

 

2Chr. 35:  Josiah started up the Passover again and in vs. 7 it mentions that he even donated 

lambs to poor families so they could celebrate Passover.  Starting with vs. 20 we hear that Neco, 



the king of Egypt came by Judah to wage war on someone else and Josiah tried to get in the way, 

thinking he was a bigshot. They fought at Megiddo.  That is the namesake of Armageddon, 

because so many wars happened there.  Josiah was hit with an arrow and died. 

 

2Chr. 36:  Jehoahaz became king but the king of Egypt made Jehoahaz’s brother the king 

instead.  So Eliakim, was renamed Jehoiakim, and was a terrible king.  Nebuchadnezzar, king of 

Babylon captured him and took him to Babylon, along with vessels from the temple.  His son 

Johoiachin took his place.  He lasted a few months as an evil king and so Nebuchadnezzar made 

his brother Zedakiah king.  He was evil in the sight of God and didn’t listen to Jeremiah the 

prophet.  The Lord made bad things happen.  Vs. 21: “All this was to fulfill the word of the Lord 

spoken by Jeremiah: “Until the land has retrieved its lost Sabbaths, during all the time it lies 

waste it shall have rest while seventy years are fulfilled.””  Vs. 22 is the end of those 70 years 

and King Cyrus of Persia frees the people and promises to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.  The 

evil ways of the people, especially of the leaders, is the breaking of the covenant.  But not all is 

lost for there is always a remnant that holds on, as you will be seeing in some of the next books.  

Vs. 15-16:  Early and often did the Lord, the God of their fathers, send his messengers to them, 

for he had compassion on his people and his dwelling place.  But they mocked the messengers of 

God, despised his warnings, and scoffed at his prophets, until the anger of the Lord against his 

people was so inflamed that there was no remedy.”  This pretty much sums up the books of the 

Bible so far. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 

 

Prv. 20:16-30: Vs. 20, “If one curses his father or mother, his lamp will go out at the coming of 

darkness.”  Bill Cosby just said, that if they didn’t treat mom right, he would take them out and 

make another. 

 

Prv. 21:   So all of these are helpful but we must realize that the real test comes on judgment 

day.  Vs. 2: “All the ways of a man may be right in his own eyes, but it is the Lord who proves 

hearts.”  This is a theme that is repeated, like back in Prv.16:2.  We are not going to outwit God. 

 

Prv. 22:   Vs. 2 is a simple reminder, “Rich and poor have a common bond:  The Lord is the 

maker of them all.”  This is why Jesus taught us the “Our Father” and not the My Father. 

 

Prv. 23:  One of the scary parts of this wisdom is that some of it can be taken too far.  (23:13-14) 

“Withhold not chastisement from a boy; if you beat him with the rod, he will not die.  Beat him 

with the rod, and you will save him from the nether world.”  Vs. 31-35 are good sayings on 

alcohol and drugs.  Vs. 33 says “Your eyes behold strange sights…”  You might see pink 

elephants.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS 

 

Rom. 12:  Vs. 2 is important to every culture, but surely ours, which changes so fast; “do not 

conform yourself to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may 

discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.”  In vs. 3-8 he lets us 

know that we each can have a different role to play in God’s plan.  Vs. 9-21 show that faith is not 

enough but we must live out that faith in faithful service.  This includes things like vs. 18, try to 

live at peace with all. 

 

Rom. 13:  He continues the theme of living out our faith in this chapter and ends with vs. 11-14 

his warning that the time may be short so in vs. 14, “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the desires of the flesh.”  All of this is good spiritual direction for the craziness of 

our day.  We need to focus more on our relationship with the Lord, and less on what is wrong 

with the world.  There was plenty wrong with the world in Paul’s time, or the time of Jesus.  But 

the focus must be on Jesus.  Otherwise we can make excuses about how we can’t follow Jesus 

unless we are in the right situation.  That’s bad thinking. 

 

Rom. 14:  Vs. 7-8 is a good summary of this chapter; “None of us lives for oneself, and no one 

dies for oneself.  For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so that, 

whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.”  In vs. 13-23, he does add that we need to watch out 

for our brother.  Do not become his stumbling block. 

 

Rom. 15:  Vs. 1-13 continue the theme of watching out for each other and giving good example 

to Jew and Gentile alike.  Vs. 14-21 are the start of his conclusion.  Vs. 23-33 are his travel plans 

which focus mostly on going to the holy ones in Jerusalem. 

 

Rom. 16:  Here he starts with special greetings to individuals, adds another warning against 

factions in vs. 17-20, and ends with a praise to our wise God and His Son Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS 

 

The notes say that early versions do not have vs. 1 saying “in Ephesus.”  All of those kinds of 

study points have little to do with the message that we must gain from this letter.  This letter is 

more concise and really focuses on teaching us about Jesus. 

 

Eph. 1:  In this letter Paul calls himself an apostle of Christ Jesus, rather than a slave.  But 

remember his description of apostles in 1Cor.4.  You will see more Theology and less 



exhortation or encouragement in this letter.  My guess about the reason for this, is that tradition 

tells us that John the Apostle and Mary moved to Ephesus, probably after Paul’s first visit.  That 

would have convinced Paul that this community was not in need of anything but constant strong 

teaching about Christ so that the people would realize that Paul was in the same camp as John 

and Mary.  Vs. 5, we are destined for adoption to God through Jesus.  Vs. 7, “In him we have 

redemption by his blood, the forgiveness of transgressions.”  Vs. 13, “In him you also, who have 

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with 

the promised holy spirit…”  Vs. 22, and the Father “put all things beneath his feet and gave him 

as head over all things to the church, which is his body.”  This is a nice version of a creed.   

 

Eph. 2:  Vs. 8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is 

the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may boast.”  Vs. 13, “But now in Christ Jesus you 

who once were far off have become near by the blood of Christ.”  Vs. 19-20, “you are fellow 

citizens with the holy ones and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone.” 

 


