
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Nov. 1, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 229-235 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST BOOK OF MACCABEES 

 

1Mc. 6:  King Antiochus is defeated and becomes terrified of God right before death.  At his 

death his son Antiochus V takes over and is angry with Judas and puts together an attack force, 

which vs. 30 & 34 says included drunken elephants.  No clear victor comes out of the battle, but 

peace is declared. 

 

1Mc. 7:  Nicanor leads an army against Judas and, even with deceit and trickery, loses the battle. 

 

1Mc. 8:  Judas made a treaty with the Romans.  This was the toe-hold that the Romans needed to 

create the situation Jesus was born into.  They are slowly becoming a world power. 

 

1Mc. 9:  Judas dies in battle.  This was bound to happen after his dealings with the Gentiles.  

Jonathan, his brother is chosen as the successor.  He avenges his brother at a wedding and wins a 

battle.  Vs. 73: “Then the sword ceased in Israel. Jonathan settled in Michmash; he began to 

judge the people, and he destroyed the impious in Israel.”  

 

1Mc. 10:  Jonathan, the brother of Judas is chosen as the successor.  He makes an alliance with 

King Demetrius who was not liked by the Romans.  He was from the Assyrians who were 

diminishing in power by this point.  Jonathan rebuilds Mount Zion with square stones (vs. 11).  

They make for stronger walls.  Then in vs. 15 we hear that Jonathan is making friends with the 

enemies of Demetrius, led by Alexander.  Then from vs. 22-45 we hear that King Demetrius is 

worried and wants to be nice to the Jews he had released from exile.  In vs. 46-47 we read that 

Jonathan and the Jews do not believe Demetrius and stay with Alexander who then killed 

Demetrius and beat his army.  Starting in vs. 51 we have more soap opera.  Alexander contacts 

Egypt to make an alliance with Ptolemy with a marriage to his daughter Cleopatra. This makes 

Jonathan look good. 

Then in vs. 67 we start reading about Demetrius the son of Demetrius trying to attack Judea.  

Jonathan wins and looks even better to Alexander.   

 

1Mc. 11:  Ptolemy of Egypt turns against his son-in-law Alexander and Cleopatra marries 

Demetrius II.  Alexander goes to war and loses his head and then Ptolemy dies, so Demetrius II 

is back in charge.  This goes on and on, back and forth.  The main thing we need to notice, is that 

this concept of “Friends” is all about alliances with anyone but God.  This will be important in 

another 150 years when it is brought up with Jesus before Pilate. 

 

1Mc. 12:  Jonathon makes an alliance with Rome and of course gets killed.  We should be seeing 

a pattern.  The Romans are going to be bad news for the Jews.  Vs. 53: “All the nations round 

about sought to destroy them.  They said, “Now that they have no leader to help them, let us 



make war on them, and wipe out their memory from among men.”  That is really brave for a few 

people in a tiny little country to declare. 

 

1Mc. 13:  Simon is the last brother and so he takes up the challenge.  The lesson of his victories 

and defeats right about 100 years before the time of Jesus is something that we need to think 

about.  It is a reminder that God has a bigger plan than we can see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SONG OF SONGS 

 

This beautiful book is about love:  between God and the Chosen People, between God and the 

Church, between God and each individual, between God and the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The 

notes in my Bible say that “Song of Songs” means the greatest of songs. 

 

Sng. 1:  This starts out with images of how God sees us.  Vs. 15, “Ah, you are beautiful, my 

beloved, ah, you are beautiful; your eyes are doves!”  As you read it realize that it goes back and 

forth in perspectives.  Sometimes the bride is the perspective and sometimes it is the groom. 

 

Sng. 2-3:  These seem to be from the perspective of the bride seeing the groom.  This can be like 

reading into the minds of people in a fairy-tale like, Cinderella. 

 

Sng. 4:  This is from the groom’s perspective.  Vs. 7, “You are all-beautiful, my beloved, and 

there is no blemish in you.” (could refer to Mary or the Church)  Vs. 10, “How beautiful is your 

love, my sister, my bride, how much more delightful is your love than wine…”   

 

Sng. 5:  The first half is from the groom’s perspective and the second half (starting at 10B) is 

from the bride’s. 

 

Sng. 6-7:  The first three verses are about the groom.  The rest are about the bride.  The people 

who have had a real feel of the love of God or Mary in some way can easily imagine talking like 

this. 

 

Christopher West, in teaching about Pope St. John Paul II, says that the nuptial relationship is 

the key to understanding the all church teaching, so this Song of Songs book is a key to 

understanding life and God.  I only think it is a part of the picture.  You also have to understand 

family and kingdom. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE 

 

Lk. 8:  The chapter starts by naming some women who were followers and provided for Jesus 

and the apostles.  This is significant.  This is a total upgrade for women’s dignity.  It was 

Christianity that actually made the biggest impact on women’s rights.  No other culture or faith 

did that, except the Amazons, who are fictitious.  But their pro-woman philosophy was to do 

without men, which isn’t the answer either. 

Vs. 4-18 are different parables explaining the Kingdom of God. 

In vs. 19-21 he redefines family to include us.  That is good news for a Kingdom for then we are 

going to be royalty.  Notice the difference between that and just being a serf within a kingdom.  

There are way more rights and perks for a family member.  In vs. 22-25 he shows power over 

nature.  In vs. 26-39 he shows power over demons.  Those are important to who he is.  Vs. 40-56 

are important in understanding who we are, in relationship to him.  It is about having faith in 

him.  You can be sick, dying, or even an irritation.  But why does Jesus call you, but to be a 

family member?  In vs. 48, the insignificant woman who has faith is called a Daughter.  In vs. 

54, the daughter of a synagogue official, is only called child, for she has not shown faith yet, but 

still receives Jesus’ attention. 

 

Lk. 9:  He starts this chapter with giving the Twelve some pastoral experience.  While they are 

gone there is a version of ‘who do they say I am,” only it is with Herod.  This is a special kind of 

sandwich, fish tacos.  The Herod story of the first piece of bread.  Then the Twelve come back 

and report and they have the multiplication of the loaves and fish, fish tacos.  But there is also a 

literary sandwich.  With His authority, Jesus has sent the apostles out on mission.  Herod is 

questioning who this Jesus is, questioning His authority.  The one who’s authority is in question 

is giving in abundance.  That was the meat of the story.  Then in vs. 18, He asks the disciples 

who he is.  Peter gets it right but they are not to spread the news that He is the Messiah of God.  

That is the second piece of bread.  Jesus is the Messiah who provides abundantly, but what does 

He provide?  Just fish tacos?  Not even just bread and fish in abundance.  We still have to find 

out about the Bread of Life.  

In vs. 22-27 he gives the bad news of what is going to happen to Him and that His followers will 

face similar crosses. 

Vs. 27: “Truly I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see 

the kingdom of God.”  The kingdom of God comes with the death and resurrection of Jesus.  

After reading 1st Maccabees you can see that other major kingdoms rise and fall.  The kingdom 

of God faces death and rises to go on for eternity. 

Vs. 28-36 is the Transfiguration.  The Father lives in glory eternally and He is making this 

connection with His Son who lives on earth by now is showing His glory.  One insight that 

someone gave me in class is that Moses and Elijah are drawn to Jesus from their place in the 

entrance of hell, for they would not be in heaven yet.  The gates to heaven are still closed.  It is 

like Jesus is preparing them for Holy Saturday when He will come to them and gather the souls 

that need to be in heaven.  So Jesus has them there so they can start gathering the troops.  In vs. 



35, the Father says: “This is my chosen Son; listen to him.”  That finally shut Peter up, otherwise 

Peter may have rambled on longer.  It is kind of a helpful lesson for all of us, for we tend to talk 

more in prayer than listen. 

In vs. 37 he comes down from the mountain, which is a sign of closeness to God, and a crowd 

meets him.  The apostles hadn’t been able to cure the possessed son, which frustrates Jesus.   

In vs. 43b-45 he predicts His passion again but they are oblivious. 

In 46-48 we have a summary of the ‘who is the greatest’ discussion that the apostles have 

recorded in other Gospels, but it is connected to being great for receiving a child.  Humble 

service is what is great in heaven, not typical worldly glory. 

In 49-50 Jesus lets the apostles know that close doesn’t just count in horseshoes and hand-

grenades.  It also counts in serving others. 

Vs. 51 is a turning point: “When the days for his being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely 

determined to journey to Jerusalem…”  “The Samaritans do not treat them kindly so James and 

John are looking for “fire from heaven to consume them”.  Not Jesus’ style. 

Vs. 57-62 are about people who aren’t quite ready for full commitment.  Sounds like most of us. 

 

Lk. 10:  Vs. 1-12 are an upgrade from Lk. 9:1-6.  But now He sends out 72 rather than just 12.  

These guys are basically becoming traveling salesman, selling life and retirement insurance with 

awesome death benefits.  But from the shaking of the dust from your feet comment in vs. 11, it is 

an offer that you can refuse. 

That was the first part of the sandwich.  Vs. 13-16 are the meat.  These verses are about places 

that refused the offer for the retirement plan.  Then in vs. 17-20 the other slice of bread is 

presented, which is about the 72 coming back rejoicing because some accepted the plan and they 

found out they really could sell with all cool things that they could do in the name of Jesus. 

Vs. 21-22 are Jesus praising the Father for such a great plan of salvation. In vs. 23-24 Jesus let 

the disciples know how lucky they are to be a part of this. 

Vs. 25-28 are about the Great Commandments.  Vs. 29-37 are an example of this teaching 

because it clarifies who is our neighbor, everyone. 

Vs. 38-42 are another clarification.  The greatest commandment is still a focus on God, which 

Mary is doing.  Serving our neighbor, which Martha is doing is still second. 

 


