
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Nov. 15, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 243-249 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

THE SECOND BOOK OF MACCABEES 

 

2Mc. 11:  In 11:8 we have another angel appearance.  “Suddenly, while they were still near 

Jerusalem, a horseman appeared at their head, clothed in white garments and brandishing gold 

weapons.” 

 

2Mc. 12:  The story of the battle in vs. 38-46 is very significant to the Catholic understanding of 

Purgatory.  Some of Judas’ soldiers wore amulets that were sacred to idols.  They had been good 

men and good soldiers so Judas prayed that this indiscretion would not be held against them in 

their judgment.  So in vs. 43-44, he had a collection taken up among the soldiers that had survive 

the battle and sent it to Jerusalem as an expiatory sacrifice.  This was noted as being excellent 

and noble, “In as much as he had the resurrection of the dead in view; for if he were not 

expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been useless and foolish to pray for them in 

death.”  This is a strong OT witness to the Churches teaching that we, on earth, can make 

atonement for the sins of the dead. The new expiatory sacrifice is the Mass. 

 

2Mc. 13-14:  Judas continues to stand up for what is right but he is not the only one.  If you like 

blood and guts heroism, the story of Razis in 14:37-46 is filled with it.  The last part, vs. 46, 

“Then, standing on a steep rock, as he lost the last of his blood, he tore out his entrails and flung 

them with both hands into the crowd, calling upon the Lord of life and of spirit to give these back 

to him again.”  This is the strength of his belief in the resurrection of the body.  

 

2Mc. 15:  The idea of a prophet coming back to give a message from God is described in vs. 14-

16.  Jeremiah comes back to present a gold sword to Judas.  This is a clear sign of why we pray 

to the saints for intercession.  

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF JOB 

 

First and foremost, you should notice that this book is categorized as a part of the Wisdom 

literature.  The book of Job is set up to look at the issue of why bad things happen to good 

people. We have had a book for the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Now we have one for 

us as humans, but most specifically the one righteous one, Jesus.   Job is a good man.  He does 

nothing wrong and seems to be rewarded for his goodness.  But then it is all taken from him.  

Why would God let this happen?  The friends of Job try to answer this question by trying to 

convince Job that he is not really a good person.  Job knows that he hasn’t sinned and that this 

cannot be right.  The book gives no answer to the problem.  Jesus is the answer and he is yet to 

come.  The book helps us put ourselves in the place of the people before Jesus.  We take so many 



things for granted in our faith.  We don’t know how hard it was for them to have any certainty at 

all. 

By the way, part of Jesus’ response to the question of why bad things happen to good people is 

that God uses suffering to show his love.  It is not an easy concept but every parent needs to 

understand it as they raise their kids. 

 

Jb. 1:  Satan is portrayed as being one of God’s advisers.  This needs to be understood in the 

context of a kingdom and how it works.  The kingdom is vulnerable to many dangers.  Food 

tasters would protect the king from one danger, poison.  A tester of character would save the 

kingdom from many other dangers.  The tester would work behind the scenes to check out the 

loyalty of those who are part of the kingdom.  In this story, Satan fulfills this role.  He is not seen 

as evil.  He serves an important role in the kingdom.  Understand that this is before the revelation 

of the Word made flesh.  We now know that Satan is evil.  But we should also understand that 

his role as tester of loyalty is still very real.  It is an example of how God uses evil to bring about 

a greater good.  

In the 1st and 2nd chapter Job loses everything.  From chapter 3 on, his friends try to talk with 

him about what God is all about.  They do not give totally foolish answers.  What they say are 

things that we all tend to think.  The ideas brought out in this dialogue are why this is Wisdom 

Literature. 

 

Chapter 4 & 5 are Eliphaz’s first argument:  4:7, “What innocent person perishes?  Since when 

are the upright destroyed?” 

4:17, “Can a man be righteous as against God?  Lo, he (God) puts no trust in his servants, and 

with his angels he can find fault.  How much more with those that dwell in houses of clay…” 

5:15-16, “But the poor from the edge of the sword and from the hand of the mighty, he saves.”  

Isn’t this what we have just read in so many of the OT stories?  So it would have been an easy 

conclusion to come to.  The problem is that it misreads God’s goal of building a kingdom. 

 

Chapters 6 & 7 are Job’s first response.  Notice that he really doesn’t give any counter 

arguments because they are not available.  So he sounds a lot like the Book of Ecclesiastes.  7:1; 

“Is not man’s life on earth a drudgery?  Are not his days those of a hireling?”  The great figures 

of the NT see themselves as servants, handmaids, or slaves of the Lord; so Job is not far off. 

 

Chapter 8 are Bildad’s arguments.  8:3, “Does God pervert Judgment, and does the Almighty 

distort justice?”  8:20, “Behold, God will not cast away the upright; neither will he take the hand 

of the wicked.”  These all make sense but Bildad is not thinking in terms of a judgment coming 

after death but rather that God solves all the problems in this life.  Jesus says otherwise. 

Job replies in Chapters 9 & 10.  Again he does not give counter arguments but pleads his 

innocence and desires a response or answers from God.  Chap.9:21; “Though I am innocent, I 

myself cannot know it; I despise my life.  It is all one! Therefore I say, both innocent and wicked 

he destroys.”  In other words, they all die.  9:15, “Even though I were right, I could not answer 

him (God), but should rather beg for what was due me.”  Then in Chap.10:2; “I will say to God: 

Do not put me in the wrong! Let me know why you oppose me.” 

 

Chapter 11 is Zophar’s first speech.  He argues that we simply don’t see things as deeply as 

God:  Vs. 11:7; “Can you penetrate the designs of God?  Dare you vie with the perfection of the 



Almighty?”  He is convinced that Job is not really a good man.  11:13, “If you set your heart 

aright…”  (11:15) “surely then you may lift up your face in innocence.” 

 

Chapter 12-14 are Job’s third reply.  13:23, “What are my faults and my sins?  My misdeeds 

and my sins make known to me!”  14:10, “But when a man dies, all vigor leaves him: when man 

expires, where then is he?”  14:12-13, “So men lie down and rise not again.  Till the heavens are 

no more, they shall not awake, nor be roused out of their sleep.  Oh, that you would hide me in 

the nether world and keep me sheltered till your wrath is past; would fix a time for me, and then 

remember me!”  That is what Jesus took care of when He descended into hell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF WISDOM 

 

 

Wis. 4:16-20:  These last verses start the idea of what happens to the wicked man.  Vs. 16, “Yes, 

the just man dead condemns the sinful who live, and youth swiftly completed condemns the 

many years of the wicked man grown old.” 

 

Wis. 5:  This is to be read with the “just one” being Jesus or his faithful followers.  Vs. 3-4, “His 

life we accounted madness, and his death dishonored.  See how he is accounted among the sons 

of God; how his lot is with the saints!”  These chapters should really make you want to be a 

good-guy. 

 

Wis. 6:  Everyone should seek wisdom, for even being a king will not be good enough. Vs. 7, 

“For the Lord of all shows no partiality, nor does he fear greatness.”  St. Paul used this in 

Romans 2:11. 

 

Wis. 7:  Vs. 1-6 foretells the coming of the Word made Flesh.  Vs. 4, “In swaddling clothes and 

with constant care I was nurtured.”  The rest of the chapter speaks of how amazing wisdom is.  I 

think mostly of the Holy Spirit and the gifts the Spirit offers us, but it is God the Trinity that has 

this Wisdom.  The question we have to ask is whether we actually pray for wisdom or do we 

settle for a lifetime of trivial pursuit. 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE 

 

 

Lk. 16:  Vs. 1-13 are about the dishonest steward.  Notice his original sin mentioned in vs. 1: 

“squandering his property.”  How do we do that?  Since everything is from the king’s good 

favor, then just not using our gifts and the resources of the kingdom, for the sake of kingdom, is 



risky.  Notice that Jesus is praising prudence but not dishonesty.  In vs. 9 he says: “make friends 

for yourselves with dishonest wealth, so that when it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal 

dwellings.”  So the moral of the story is we should use the things of this world in a way that will 

get us treasure in heaven, not a place in hell.  Jesus calls the wealth of this world dishonest, 

because it gives a false path or false sense of security. 

In vs. 14-15 Jesus chides the greedy Pharisees as an example of that parable. 

Vs. 16-17 are confusing without the idea that the OT was about law and prophets to make the 

Holy Land a good place to live.  The NT is about something even harder to attain, heaven.  So it 

is not a matter of God expecting less from us, but even more than what the law and prophets 

expected. 

Vs. 18 are a short version of the teaching about divorce.  It is one of those very high 

expectations. 

Vs. 19-31 is another warning about hell.  We have heard recently that no one is in hell that 

doesn’t want to be there.  I don’t think the rich man chose hell.  He was simply greedy.  

Repentance could have saved him.  Obviously he didn’t do that.  But this story shows how much 

God is willing to do to win us over.  He even takes suggestions, like having someone come back 

from the dead. 

 

Lk. 17:  Vs. 2 is a great quote from “good ol’ sweet Jesus: “It would be better for him if a 

millstone were put around his neck and he be thrown into the sea than for him to cause one of 

these little ones to sin.”  That is why it is easy for us to have sins that are two-fers.  The sin and 

the example. 

Vs. 5-6 had my brother and I going around trying to move mulberry trees with our faith for a 

week. 

Vs. 7-10 are about us not being princes and princesses yet.  We are still unprofitable servants 

doing what we are obliged to do. 

Vs. 11-19 are about gratitude for gifts we have received.  I personally know that I am way behind 

on this.  I want to thank God by my work and He keeps blessing me with more gifts that make it 

so I need to thank him with more work.  Notice it doesn’t say that our response must be work, I 

just think it is a good idea. 

Vs. 20-21 says that the kingdom is among us.  One way of thinking about that is that Jesus is 

building it with us for the kingdom grows with more royal family members. 

The last part of the chapter is about being ready. 

Vs. 22-37 are about end times.  They don’t give a lot of information, mostly we need to always 

be ready and not to get too excited when people start predicting it.  It will eventually happen and 

those who are ready will go to the right place.  Vs. 33: “Whoever seeks to preserve his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses it will save it.”  He is talking about the difference between life in and 

for this world and life in and for the kingdom, which has been His theme throughout. 

 

Lk. 18:  Vs. 1-8 are about persistent prayer.  The Father in heaven will give us what is right, but 

we must persist or remain faithful as we serve Him, (vs. 8b) “When the Son of man comes, will 

he find faith on earth?”  Jesus doesn’t have a lot of confidence in some of us. 

Vs. 8-14 are about an attitude of prayer.  My way of approaching this is to remember that we are 

approaching a king and we are unworthy servants.  That was the approach of the tax collector. 



In vs. 15-17 Jesus calls the children to himself.  They are “innocent until proven guilty.”  Vs. 17: 

“Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.”  

In other words, we should approach the kingdom with innocence not arrogance.  

Vs. 19:  Jesus answered him, “Why do you call me good?  No one is good but God alone.”  He is 

simply doing a spiritual direction technique of pointing out clearly what the person seems to be 

recognizing partially on their own.  In this case it is that Jesus is God.  He is not ready at this 

point to give everything up for Jesus.  This doesn’t mean he might not be able to do it more and 

more in the future.  Vs. 22: “There is still one thing left for you; sell all that you have and 

distribute it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.”  This is a statement for him 

specifically, maybe because he was too attached to the things of this world.  I don’t know if it 

was a necessity for his being in heaven or just to gain more treasure in heaven. 

Vs. 24-30 are talking about the dangers of wealth, for it can keep us from wanting to reach for 

the kingdom of God. 

Vs. 31-34 is another attempt to warn the apostles of the upcoming Passion.  They still “failed to 

comprehend what he said” (vs. 34).   

In vs. 35-43 the blind beggar asked for sight, what would you ask for? 

 

Lk. 19:  I think of this whole section as a ham and cheese sandwich.  In chapter 18 we started it 

with the first slice of bread in the story of the rich official in which wealth of this world gets you 

nowhere.  Then in the prediction of the Passion you have the meat in which Jesus shows how we 

must let go of the things of this life.  Then is the healing of the beggar which is the cheese for it 

is about seeing Jesus as the way who happens to be warning us to let go of wealth.  Now we get 

the story of Zacchaeus who gives away his wealth as an example, which is the bread. 

Vs. 11-27 are another sandwich.  The nobleman is leaving to obtain a kingship.  That is the first 

slice of bread.  He gives coins to ten servants.  Only three give an accounting.  The third did not 

fare well.  But notice it leaves us hanging as to the other seven.  This is the meat.  Which is how 

we will treat the king and what he entrusts us with.  Then you have the other slice of bread in 

which the nobleman returns as a king and says in vs. 27: “Now as for those enemies of mine who 

did not want me as their king, bring them here and slay them before me.”  How we respond to 

the king is everything. 

In vs. 28-40 we read of Jesus entering Jerusalem as a king.  You have to remember that King 

David left Jerusalem on a donkey.  Now the king is returning. 

Vs. 41-44 is Jesus’ sadness over Jerusalem for He knows many will eventually reject him. 

Vs. 45-48 are Jesus claiming and renewing the temple but how it is his words that they hang on, 

for He will replace the temple. 

 

Lk. 20:1-26:  Vs. 1-8 have Jesus in the temple area but He is not making it easy for the chief 

priests and scribes to deal with Him. 

Vs. 9-19 give the reason why he is being slightly evasive, He knows they are out to kill him and 

He lets them know that He knows by telling the story of the tenant farmers.  The vineyard is the 

temple.  The high priests and scribes are the tenants who aren’t listening to God and providing a 

harvest. 

Vs. 20-26 are another brilliant maneuver by Jesus with the question about taxes to Caesar. 

 

 


