
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Nov. 29, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 257-263 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF JOB 

 

Chapter 38-42 are God’s answer: 

38:4, “Where were you when I founded the earth?”  (So God really doesn’t give an answer, just 

tells Job he has no right to question.  But the answer does come with Jesus.  God is just not 

ready to reveal Himself fully at this time.)   

Jb. 42:  The friends of Job are told to offer sacrifice to atone for their sins “and let my servant 

Job pray for you; for his prayer I will accept, not to punish you severely.”  Then Job’s good 

fortune is restored.  Both of these aspects foreshadow Jesus.  The sacrifice we offer is the Mass, 

which is the unbloody sacrifice of Jesus, which is also the sacrifice from the one whose prayer, 

the Father will accept.  

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 

 

This is about the time of 742-687 B.C.  The kingdom is divided into two kingdoms, Israel and 

Judah.  The kings are not following God.  The question always comes up in terms of whether this 

is all from one prophet.  The name Isaiah means “the salvation of the Lord.” This could mean it 

comes from several prophets and here is the summary of the plan of salvation.  We will find out 

in the next life. 

 

This section of prophet books is different in their direction from what we have had.  Other books 

have contained prophetic passages.  We have had historical books, novelettes, wisdom books 

from the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  These books start as the kingdoms are falling 

apart and are from big-brother figures that foreshadow Jesus, who fulfills all the prophetic 

parts.  The prophets are trying to warned their siblings to behave or things are going to be really 

bad.  I had a big sister to do that. 

Also notice that the prophets in these books start as the kingdoms of Israel and Judah are falling 

apart and right before they are taken over by foreign powers.  They are sounding the alarms.  

Before this there were a few prophets, like Nathan during the time of King David.  Before those 

kingdoms started there were judges as leaders.  Then the focus was on kings. Now the focus will 

be on the prophets as leaders, but without power to control, only to give spiritual guidance.  It is 

a tough job to have. 

 

 

Is. 1:  We start in vs. 1, with the identity of Isaiah, son of Amoz; in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, 

Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  King Uzziah died in 742.  Jotham reigned for the next three 

years.  Ahaz was from 735-716, or 19 years.  King Hezekiah reigned for 29 years but Isaiah 

might not have been around the whole time.  Vs. 27, he prophecies about their bad behavior and 



how they could be saved, or not: “Zion shall be redeemed by judgment, and her repentant ones 

by justice.  Rebels and sinners alike shall be crushed, those who desert the Lord shall be 

consumed.”  That last part sounds like hell to me. 

 

Is. 2:  You will notice a lot of descriptions concerning the coming Messiah.  Vs. 3b-4 has 

prophecy concerning the Messiah: “For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 

Lord from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many peoples. 

They shall beat their swords into plowshares.” 

 

Is. 3:  Vs. 15, is a summary of Isaiah’s condemning the nations of Israel and Judah: “What do 

you mean by crushing my people, and grinding down the poor when they look to you? says the 

Lord, the God of hosts.”  The kings and leaders have their priorities all messed up so everything 

is chaos. 

 

Is. 4:  Vs. 1 is about the ravages of war when all the men are killed and the women left have no 

husbands.  Vs. 2-3, is a prophecy of the Church or the followers of the Messiah: “On that day, 

the branch of the Lord will be luster and glory, and the fruit of the earth will be honor and 

splendor for the survivors of Israel.  He who remains in Zion and he that is left in Jerusalem will 

be called holy.” 

 

Is. 5:  Isaiah uses the common theme of the vineyard to describe the situation.  Jesus did the 

same thing. (Mt. 22:33-46)   I like vs. 11-25 about those he refers to in vs. 22 as: “the champions 

at drinking wine, the valiant at mixing strong drink!”  Vs. 26-30 are about the punishment of an 

invasion that God is threatening to set up. 

 

Is. 6:  Isaiah is prepared to prophecy through a vision of being purged of his own uncleanness.  

Vs. 9-10 are quoted by Jesus in Mt. 13:14.  “Listen carefully, but you shall not understand!  Look 

intently, but you shall know nothing…”  If they don’t want to be cleansed from impurity like 

Isaiah, they will not be in the salvation program. 

 

Is. 7:  Vs. 10 starts a section that should seem familiar for it is read during Advent.  Vs. 14, “the 

virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.”   

 

Is. 8:  Jesus refers to vs. 23 in Mt.4:15, for Isaiah is referring to a savior who will straighten this 

mess up and Jesus was just starting His ministry to gather the people back into the fold. 

 

Is. 9:  Vs. 1-6, describe Jesus, the Christ, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light…(vs. 5) For a child is born to us, a son is given us…”  But the last half of the chapter is 

about what will come first, the fall of the northern kingdom, Israel. 

 

Is. 10:  Isaiah prophecies that Assyria will become the tool of God but will still perish.  But in 

vs. 21, a remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God.  Vs. 12-15 are for Assyria 

who had better not think they are great because God is using them to accomplish the fall of most 

of his people, for they will fall soon also.  Vs. 27b-34 are the reality of that invasion. 

 



Is. 11:  This whole chapter describes the result of the coming of the Messiah but its fulfillment 

will not come until the final judgment.  Vs. 2-3 and six of the gifts of the Spirit of the Lord, 

wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, and fear of the Lord.  Reverence was 

added by the church as an obvious one the we need. 

 

Is. 12:  Vs. 1-2 give us courage.  Vs. 3 foreshadows baptism.  Vs. 5, (“Let this be known 

throughout all the earth.”) is basically fulfilled and said when Jesus ascended to heaven. 

 

Is. 13:  In vs. 4-5 Isaiah is talking of Babylon being used to punish the Chosen People, but it 

better describes the hosts of angels in their battle against evil.  Vs. 11, “Thus I will punish the 

world for its evil and the wicked for their guilt…” 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

THE BOOK OF WISDOM 

 

Wis. 12:  Vs. 2 explains God actions, “You rebuke offenders little by little, warn them, and 

remind them of the sins they are committing, that they may abandon their wickedness and 

believe in you, O Lord!”  This is what the OT does for us.  It is a part of God’s warning to us.  

He is teaching us.  All of creation and history is being described as God’s lesson plan.  Vs. 10b: 

“You were not unaware that their race was wicked and their malice ingrained, and their 

dispositions would never change.”  As a race we are lost but individually there is a chance.  Vs. 

18: “But though you are master of might, you judge with clemency, and with much lenience you 

govern us…”  Even this is shown to be a lesson in vs. 22: “Us, therefore, you chastise, and our 

enemies with a thousand blows you punish, that we may think earnestly of your goodness when 

we judge, and, when being judged, may look for mercy.”  Jesus’ parable of the servant who 

owed a lot and didn’t forgive is a lesson about that verse. 

 

Wis. 13:  Here he is talking about our worship of science or pseudo-science.  Vs. 2b is against 

astrology: “or the luminaries of heaven, the governors of the world, they considered gods.”  Vs. 4 

is a warning that as we study the forces of nature, that we remember their creator: “Or if they 

were struck by their might and energy, let them from these things realize how much more 

powerful is he who made them.”  Vs. 6-7 are a little leniency on scientists.  “But yet, for these 

the blame is less; for they indeed have gone astray perhaps, though they seek God and wish to 

find him.  For they search busily among his works, but are distracted by what they see, because 

the things seen are fair.  But again, not even these are pardonable. For if they so far succeeded in 

knowledge that they could speculate about the world, how did they not more quickly find its 

Lord?”  The author points out the false idols. Vs. 10 mentions objects that we see as idols.  

Crystals are the new one for the New Age Movement.  Vs. 11-19 explain the foolishness of 

carved idols. 

 



Wis. 14:  This chapter continues the same theme against idolatry.  Vs. 1: “Again, one preparing 

for a voyage and about to traverse the wild waves cries out to wood more unsound than the boat 

that bears him.”  I see the boat that bears him as a reference Noah’s ark and then to the Church to 

come.  Vs. 6 refers to Noah specifically.  Vs. 7: “For blest is the wood through which justice 

comes about…”  This refers to the cross.  Vs. 17 could refer to any king that Israel tried to 

flatter, like Pharaoh.   

 

Wis. 15:1-17:  Vs. 1: “But you, our God, are good and true, slow to anger, and governing all 

with mercy.”  This is a popular reference to God that we have seen several times before.  I love 

the image of the Potter’s work starting in vs. 7.  He makes stuff that are used at the table and the 

outhouse.  Those are my words.  It is made from the same stuff.  The judgment is in terms of 

what it is used for.  Are we used for God’s will or not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE 

 

Lk. 24:  Starting with vs. 1-12, the resurrection gets a lot of space in Luke.  There is mention of 

an empty tomb, two men in dazzling garments talking to the women.  They were not believed by 

the eleven, so Peter checked it out and was amazed. 

Vs.13-35 are an explanation of how these apostles could be so oblivious and still make all the 

connections that Luke has been relating. In other words, the connections hadn’t been made yet.  

They had to wait for the next revelation, which we see comes on the road to Emmaus.  This 

summary of the encounter of Jesus with these two disciples is basically a Mass, the second one.  

There is the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist or the Breaking of the Bread. 

Vs. 36-49 has Jesus back from Emmaus and with the apostles.  He shows his wounds, eats fish 

and continued to open their mind to scriptures (vs. 45).  In vs. 49 says “I am sending the promise 

of my Father upon you; but stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  But 

in vs. 50-53 we have Him leading them to Bethany and He was taken up to heaven.  The End, or 

not, because the Acts of the Apostles is the continuation of this Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST LETTER TO TIMOTHY 

 

Timothy is big in the Ephesian community.  I wonder if Mary was there with John yet?  One of 

his parents was Jewish and another was Gentile.  Paul is writing to Timothy to help keep him on 

track as a second generation bishop.  

 

1Tim.1:  In vs. 1-2 Paul just claims to be an apostle of Christ Jesus and not a slave.  In vs. 3-7 

Paul is trying to encourage Timothy to watch out for false teachings.  In vs. 8-11 he mentions the 

law as being good for the lawless but not for the righteous, who should be above the law.  Above 



the law means that they should be so good, that they don’t have to worry about the minimum 

standards of the law.  The main focus of vs. 12-17 is vs 15: “This saying is trustworthy and 

deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus come into the world to save sinners.”  In the last verses of 

the chapter he entrusts Timothy with the battle to uphold the truth against a few trouble-makers 

that Paul actually mentions. 

 

1Tim.2:  Paul starts with the need to pray for leaders, but then in vs. 8 starts teaching about 

women.  If he had come back twenty years ago, he would have been crucified again for saying 

this.  It is not much better now but I have an idea that I think can help understand this.  In my 

book I said that men have strength and women have power.  Simply, if women try to control 

things directly, they lose their power and the men lose their strength, which is what we are 

leaning towards at this time.  Women can give the “look” and the men will regain their strength 

and the women will actually have more control than if they try to take it from the men, which 

would have to be done by strength.  That is when they lose their femininity and their power. 

 

1Tim.3:  Vs. 1-13 are what he wants to see in the clergy.  With our current scandal we need to 

get back to this.  Vs. 15 is overlooked but should not be.  “But if I should be delayed, you should 

know how to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar 

and foundation of truth.”  The church is the foundation of truth because it is the living body of 

Christ.  When we lose this reality in our world, we lose Christ. 

 

1Tim.4:  Vs. 1-5 are summarized in vs. 3: “They forbid marriage and require abstinence from 

foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the 

truth.”  He is warning us about people who are in panic mode and go overboard.  It happens in 

every generation.  Vs. 6-16 are speaking to Timothy as bishop.  He should be wise and stand 

firm.  Vs. 14, (“with the imposition of hands of the presbyterate”) Paul is referencing ordination, 

which must have been common in the minds of all by then. 

 

1Tim.5:  This is Paul’s common-sense pastoral care lesson for Timothy concerning elders, 

widows and priests.  Vs. 17, “Presbyters who preside well deserve double honor, especially those 

who toil in preaching and teaching.”  This is where stole fees come in for sacraments.  It is a way 

to give a bonus to a priest who has just provided a special sacrament to you.  In vs. 19 he could 

be talking to our current scandal.  We must have reliable witnesses or accusations may not be 

true. 

 

 

 


