
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Dec. 6, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 264-270 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 

 

Is. 14-23:  Isaiah lets the nations know that even though He will let them have their way with 

Israel for a time, they will still have to pay the price for their own wickedness.  Mentioned are 

Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Damascus, Ethiopia, Egypt, Edom, Arabia, Jerusalem, Tyre, 

& Sidon.  Some are still in existence but none are the big powers that they hoped to be.  I didn’t 

find much in here to help us. 

 

Is. 24:  This chapter talks of the devastation that will happen to sinners. Vs. 6, “Therefore a curse 

devours the earth, and its inhabitants pay for their guilt; therefore they who dwell on earth turn 

pale, and few men are left.” 

 

Is. 25:  This chapter gives hope.  Heaven is described.  Vs. 6-9, “On this mountain the Lord of 

hosts will provide for all peoples a feast of rich food and choice wines….  On this mountain he 

will destroy the veil that veils all peoples…he will destroy death forever….  “Let us rejoice and 

be glad that he has saved us!”  Destroying death is great, but keeping us away from sin is still the 

problem. 

 

Is. 26:  This chapter continues the themes of the last chapter.  Think in terms of the New 

Jerusalem that was built after the exile and then think of the New Jerusalem of Heaven.  Vs. 15: 

“You have increased the nation, O Lord, increased the nation to your own glory, and extended 

far all the borders of the land.”  Then vs. 18b-19:  “Salvation we have not achieved for the earth, 

the inhabitants of the world cannot bring it forth.  But your dead shall live, their corpses shall 

rise…”  The last two verses start the theme of the day of wrath.  This fear of the Lord is for the 

wicked and should feel like terror. 

 

Is. 27:  Here is more wrath.  Vs. 1: “On that day, the Lord will punish with his sword that is 

cruel, great, and strong, Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the coiled serpent; and he will 

slay the dragon that is in the sea.”  We have the image of Archangel Michael with the serpent’s 

tail wrapped around his leg as he spears the dragon from this, but the Book of Revelation, 20:1-4 

give us the idea of the heavy chain in the statue.  But vs. 2 here is about the rebuilding.  Vs. 9: 

“This, then, shall be the expiation of Jacob’s guilt…”  Vs. 13 is again about the New Jerusalem. 

 

Is. 28:  The northern kingdom, Samaria, with Ephraim as its capital, will not fare well.  Vs. 7 

starts with the southern kingdom of Judah, which will not do much better but, in vs. 17 is hope:  

“Therefore, thus says the Lord God; See, I am laying a stone in Zion, a stone that has been 

tested, a precious cornerstone as a sure foundation, he who puts his faith in it shall not be 

shaken.”  The part about the stone rejected by the builders is in Ps.118:22. 

 



Is. 29:  You might have noticed in the notes that Ariel is Jerusalem.  Remember this is all written 

before the exile.  The kings are bad and Isaiah is trying to let them know what God will do if 

they don’t get it right.  In Matthew 15:8 Jesus quotes vs. 13: “The Lord said: Since this people 

draws near with words only and honors me with their lips alone, though their hearts are far from 

me…”  Jesus was talking with the elders when they were ignoring Him.  That was just like the 

people in Isaiah’s time ignoring God’s warnings.  With each warning, Isaiah gives hope.  In this 

chapter it is in vs. 17-24. 

 

Is. 30:  Vs. 1-14 we have the warning again.  That is followed by more words of hope.  But vs. 

6b reminds me that my dad tended to think like God: “to a people who are good for nothing.”  

That is what he said when we told him we were being good, even though we had not been doing 

what he wanted us to be doing.  That was the case with Egypt at that time.  Then vs. 20 gives us 

a prophecy of baptism and communion, “The Lord will give you the bread you need and the 

water for which you thirst.”  In vs. 26 is healing, “On the day the Lord binds up the wounds of 

his people, he will heal the bruises left by his blows.”  Then in verses 27-33 Isaiah warns what 

will happen to Assyria. 

 

Is. 31:  In vs. 1-6 Isaiah is warning the leaders to resist the urge to turn Egypt for help or shelter.   

In vs. 8-9 he is back to the destruction of Assyria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

THE BOOK OF WISDOM 

 

 

Wis. 15:18-19:  These last two verses start the theme of the next chapter, which are more 

examples of worshipping false idols. 

 

Wis. 16:  Vs. 6 refers to the serpents in the desert that killed those fleeing Egypt, but mentions 

the “sign of salvation.”  But it foreshadows the Cross of Jesus.  “But as a warning, for a short 

time they were terrorized, though they had a sign of salvation, to remind them of the precept of 

your law.  Vs. 20 relates to Manna from heaven and foreshadowing the Bread of Life.  “Instead 

of this, you nourished your people with food of angels and furnished them bread from heaven, 

ready to hand, untoiled-for, endowed with all delights and conforming to every taste.” 

Vs.  26 speaks of the Word made Flesh and Scripture: “That your sons whom you loved might 

learn, O Lord, that it is not the various kinds of fruits that nourish man, but it is your word that 

preserves those who believe you!”  As Jesus said in Mt. 4:4 after being tempted by Satan; “One 

does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.” 

 

Wis. 17:  This tells of God’s actions during the Exodus, another example of His work.  These 

verses remind us of the 9th plague of darkness in Ex. 10. 



These verses tell how God uses fear to make good things terrifying to wicked people.  Vs. 11: 

“For fear is nought but the surrender of the helps that come from reason; and the more one’s 

expectation is of itself uncertain, the more one makes of not knowing the cause that brings on 

torment.”  So God gave them the Egyptians, and others, things that were unexpected or not 

according to their plan and it freaked them out.  The wicked have no wisdom so they fear what 

they can’t control. 

 

Wis. 18:  Vs. 1: “But your holy ones had very great light…”  They had a flaming pillar and a 

mild sun to go through the desert.  Vs. 5 is about Moses: “When they determined to put to death 

the infants of the holy ones, and when a single boy had been cast forth but saved…”  Vs. 13 is 

important: “For though they disbelieved at every turn on account of sorceries, at the destruction 

of the first-born they acknowledged that the people was God’s son.”  The Hebrews were thought 

of by God as His son.  Vs. 15 is about the angel of death.  Vs. 21 is about Aaron: “For the 

blameless man hastened to be their champion…”  He became a priest but the real blameless man 

was the Great High Priest, Jesus.  By offering sacrifice “He withstood the wrath and put a stop to 

the calamity, showing that he was your servant.” 

 

Wis. 19:  I’m finishing off the chapter and the book here, even though you might not have read 

the last half.   This chapter tells of the disasters that happened to the Israelites as they were 

escaping Egypt.   But the moral of the story is in vs. 22, “For every way, O Lord! you magnified 

and glorified your people; unfailing, you stood by them in every time and circumstance.”  This 

last line of the Book of Wisdom should help us understand that God has truly done what was 

right and good, even when He created trial and tribulation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST LETTER TO TIMOTHY 

 

1Tim.6:  Vs. 1-2 are referring to a different kind of slavery than we have had in our country or 

have now with slave trafficking.  These more current masters are not to be given respect.  Paul 

has always credentialed himself by his beatings and not by his desire for wealth in this world.  

Here he again used this to give Timothy a gauge for true teaching.  It is a good balance from 

what was just taught on bonuses for clergy who do well.  Note in vs. 10 that “the love of money 

is the root of all evils…” not money is the root of all evils.  Then in vs. 17-19 he tells Timothy to 

tell the rich to be careful with their attitude towards wealth.  So priests and bishops need to keep 

their focus on their work for Jesus and not on monetary rewards.  My dad was right, your reward 

will be great in heaven, because you get nothing here.  It is still God’s best teaching that dad 

echoed.   

 

 

 



THE LETTER TO TITUS 

 

Titus traveled with Paul several times and is now in charge of the church in Crete, as bishop. 

 

Titus 1:  This time Paul identifies himself as a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

whose purpose is to help the “faith of God’s chosen ones…”  In vs. 5 he reminds Titus that has 

must be appointing presbyters (priests for each town.)  Paul already seems to be worried about 

what the work will do to families so he says they should be “married only once, with believing 

children…”  Then in vs. 7 he describes the qualities of any bishops that he appoints.  Paul is 

worried about some of the Jewish Christians.  There must really have been some trouble-makers 

in that group. 

 

Titus 2:  Here Paul gives some restrictive thoughts on behavior on different people.  These 

might sound hard but he outlines why we should follow them in vs. 11-14.  His idea is that we 

should live devoutly in this age so we receive what has been promised to us in the next.  This 

means we must be ready to reject some happiness and satisfaction in this life.  That is hard for us 

as we live in this culture, because we are told we can have it our way in this life. 

 

Titus 3:  Paul repeats his concept of being humble before others for that was what Jesus did.  In 

vs. 10-11 recognizes that not all will listen.  “After a first and second warning, break off contact 

with a heretic, realizing that such a person is perverted and sinful and stands self-condemned.”  

Then he signs off after mentioning some specific people who can help them both. 

 

 

 

THE FIRST LETTER OF PETER 

 

There are questions as to whether this was actually written by Peter.  I think he did but he may 

have had editing help.  But even that I doubt.  He was a smart guy after being Pope for all those 

years. 

 

1Pet.1:  After letting everyone know who he is addressing in vs. 1-2, he goes right into the focus 

on the resurrection, which is the hope of Christians.  Vs. 6: “In this you rejoice, although now for 

a little while you may have to suffer through various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith, 

more precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, 

glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  In vs. 10-12 he mentions how the prophets 

helped us by letting us know that Jesus would suffer.  In vs. 13-16 he lets us know we need to be 

smart and strong.  Vs. 17 is critical about judgment: “Now if you invoke as Father him who 

judges impartially according to each one’s works, conduct yourselves with reverence during the 

time of your sojourning…”  Vs. 22-25 is a reminder to love one another. 

 

1Pet. 2:  Vs. 1-10 are about Jesus and His people.  Jesus calls Himself the cornerstone.  Peter 

elaborates on this.  Vs. 9, on the cornerstone will be built “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, a people of his own.”  In vs. 11 Peter urges us to be as aliens and sojourners to keep 

away from worldly desires…”  We are just passing through.  Vs. 13-25 are about living 

honorably and humbly as we pass through. 



 

1Pet. 3:  He gives advice to husbands and wives as they pass though.  Now vs. 7 would get Peter 

killed.  “Likewise, you husbands should live with your wives in understanding, showing honor to 

the weaker female sex…”  I agree with Peter.  Men are physically like tanks that are built for 

strength and women are physically like sports cars that are built for power.  Neither are better but 

men could become bullies with their strength.  Vs. 8-12 are about living humble lives on this 

journey.  Vs. 13-22 are about how we should expect to suffer, for Christ suffered.  In vs. 19 Peter 

says: “In it he also went to preach to the spirits in prison, who had once been disobedient…”  

This is the decent into hell to bring the souls to heaven.  It’s like Noah’s ark, being saved from 

damnation, like Baptism does for us. 

 

1Pet. 4:  Vs. 1-6 are a long way of saying hang in there with the holiness.  Vs. 7 says: “The end 

of all things is at hand.  Therefore, be serious and sober for prayers.”  Vs. 8: “Above all, let your 

love for one another be intense, because love covers a multitude of sins.”  I am counting on that.  

Vs. 12-19 goes back to the idea that we might have to suffer before we get to heaven.  Peter does 

not preach the gospel of health, wealth, and prosperity. 

 

1Pet. 5:  Then he gives good advice to priests (practice what you preach) and the community (be 

sober and vigilant). 

 

 

 

 

 


