
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Dec. 13, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 271-277 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 

 

 

Is. 32:  Vs. 1-8 are about the great kingdom of the Lord, heaven.  Vs. 1: “See, a king will reign 

justly, and princes will rule rightly.”  This is what the apostles James and John were hoping for, 

to be princes in Jesus’ kingdom.  Vs. 9-15 are a warning to the complacent ladies of Jerusalem.  

Sounds like the ones on the way of the cross heard this message.  Vs. 15b-20 are the hopeful side 

of that warning. 

 

Is. 33:  Vs. 1-14 are the warning again Assyria which will overthrow Jerusalem.  Vs. 15-24 are 

the hope, which vs. 17 says will come: “Your eyes will see a king in his splendor…”  This was 

seen at the Transfiguration and we will see it in heaven.  Vs. 24: “No one who dwells there will 

say, “I am sick”; the people who live there will be forgiven.” 

 

Is. 34:  Vs. 2: “The Lord is angry with all the nations…”  Vs. 9 is more specific: “Edom’s 

streams shall be changed into pitch…”  Then vs. 14b: “There shall the Lilith repose, and find for 

herself a place to rest.”  Lilith is an image of a female demon who will hang out with the 

punished nations. 

 

Is. 35:  When John the Baptist sent messengers to double check to see if Jesus really was the 

Messiah, Jesus spoke of how he fulfilled vs. 3-6.  (Lk. 7:18-23)  So Jesus is Israel’s deliverance, 

plus more, which is what this whole chapter is about. 

 

Is. 36:  These next chapters, including chapter 39, are said to be an appendix.  You will notice 

they are in a whole different style.  They give some of the historical happening that Isaiah had 

foretold.  Sennacherib, king of Assyria, attacks Judah.  Vs. 10b: “The Lord said to me, “Go up 

and destroy that land!”  King Hezekiah, king of Judah, tries to convince Sennacherib that the 

Lord really didn’t say that.  The Lord tells Sennacherib in vs. 18: “Do not let Hezekiah seduce 

you by saying, “The Lord will save us.”” 

 

Is. 37:  King Hezekiah prays and is heard by the Lord.  In vs. 21-32 Isaiah gives the Lord 

response.  He will help but will not solve everything.  Vs. 32: “For out of Jerusalem shall come a 

remnant, and from Mount Zion, survivors.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do this.”  I have to 

presume that everyone is aware that a remnant is a savable piece of cloth from a tattered old 

garment, from which you make something new.  In vs. 33-38, God sends an angel to drive the 

Assyrians back to Nineveh for now. 

 

Is. 38:  This is more history.  Hezekiah gets sick.  The Lord adds 15 years to his life.  The 

shadow moves back as a sign.  You have heard about this in 2Kings 20. 



 

Is. 39:  King Hezekiah did not use his 15 years well and lines up with Assyria, so the bad stuff 

will start happening again. 

 

Is. 40:  This chapter is the promise of salvation.  In Isaiah’s time it was said that a remnant 

would be saved.  But the real fulfillment starts with John the Baptist who is described in vs. 3-5: 

“A voice cries out: in the desert prepare the way of the Lord!  Make straight in the wasteland a 

highway for our God!   Every valley shall be filled in….”  Vs. 18, “To whom can you liken 

God?”  This is the theme for vs. 12-31. 

 

Is. 41:  This chapter through chapter 45 describe the work of the Messiah, who will bring 

salvation.  Vs. 10 is about this powerful God showing His love: “Fear not, I am with you; be not 

dismayed; I am your God.  I will strengthen you, and help you, and uphold you with my right 

hand of justice.”  His love includes justice. 

 

Is. 42:  This chapter describes the Savior in vs. 1: “Here is my servant who I uphold, my chosen 

one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit….”   That should remind you of 

the Baptism of the Lord.  Vs. 9: “See, the earlier things have come to pass, new ones I now 

foretell; before they spring into being, I announce them to you.”  That is about all the prophecies 

that God provides to point to His work of salvation.  Vs. 10 starts a positive plan of salvation.  

Vs. 18 starts why this is mercy.  It is because they don’t deserve it at this point. 

 

Is. 43:  Vs. 18-19: “Remember not the events of the past, the things of long ago consider not; 

see, I am doing something new!”  Vs. 20: “Wild beasts honor me, jackals and ostriches…”  This 

is the new way, or as we know it, the New Heavens and New Earth. 

 

Is. 44:  In vs. 6 it says: “Thus says the Lord, Israel’s King and redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am 

the first and I am the last; there is no God but me.”  Then vs. 9-20 are God mocking idols and the 

people who would depend on them.   Vs. 28, “I say of Cyrus:  My shepherd, who fulfills my 

every wish; He shall say of Jerusalem, “Let her be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “Let its 

foundations be laid.”  This fits Isaiah’s time but also foreshadows the future, with Jesus as our 

shepherd leading us to the New Jerusalem. 

 

Is. 45:  Vs. 1: “Thus says the Lord to his anointed, Cyrus…”  Cyrus is the king of Persia, who 

has conquered Babylon.  The whole chapter is about Cyrus being the leader, that God, the 

Almighty, has chosen to punish His people in Israel; but that he had better not let it go to his 

head for God is still God and Cyrus had better not get a big head.  The only hope comes in vs. 

18-25 where God starts to let the “descendant of Jacob” know to “Turn to me and be safe, all you 

ends of the earth, for I am God; there is no other!” (vs. 22)  Then in vs. 23b we hear a phrase that 

St. Paul will use “every knee shall bend…”  (Phil. 2.10) 

 

Is. 46:  God declares His power in vs. 5: “Whom would you compare me with, as an equal, or 

match me against, as though we were alike?”  This is God’s word against the gods of Babylon.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF SIRACH 

 

This book is about 100 years older than the Book of Wisdom, putting it about 200 B.C.  It is one 

of the books that Protestants don’t believe should be in the Bible.  Three generations worked on 

this book.  I would think that they were in the priestly class but the intro doesn’t say.  It was 

translated from Hebrew into Greek but no one knew that until the nineteenth century, when 

someone found the original Hebrew text.   

 

Sir. Prologue or Foreward:  The foreward is written by the grandson of Jesus, who wrote the 

original.  He speaks of doing the translation.  I hope you read that fine print. 

 

Sir. 1:  Vs. 1 sets the tone.  “All wisdom comes from the Lord and with him it remains forever.”  

One of his themes in this first chapter is Fear of the Lord.  This fear is about high respect for the 

ultimate authority.  This is more on fear of the Lord.  I had a two-thousand-pound pet bull names 

“Spot.”  I knew what he could do to me in one second.  I feared that.  It was a part of what he 

was.  I didn’t want to make him angry.  If you would like to call that a healthy respect, that is 

fine.  But I get nervous about “wonder and awe” which is what we tend to teach in terms of God 

in place of fear of the Lord. 

 

Sir. 2:   Vs. 1, “My son, when you come to serve the Lord, prepare yourself for trials.  Vs.6, 

“Trust God and he will help you; make straight your ways and hope in him.”  All of the Book of 

Sirach sounds like a wise man or teacher, giving life lessons to young people.  Vs. 16; “those 

who love him are filled with his law.”  St. John put this in his letters.  It is also the basis of the 

longest psalm, 119. 

 

I’m doing all of chapter 3. 

Sir. 3:  Vs. 3-4 is important if you want to make up for your sins.  “He who honors his father 

atones for sins; he stores up riches who reveres his mother.”  With our culture throwing out 

families, this is not happening much.  Some states and countries are outlawing the title of father 

and mother from legal documents, because someone may get offended.  They had better worry 

out whether God will be offended.  The same with vs.29, “alms atone for sins.”  These are based 

on the idea of how families work.  Being nice can actually get you out of some trouble.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE SECOND LETTER OF PETER 

 

2Pet. 1: This time Peter calls himself a slave and an apostle of Jesus Christ.  Vs. 3-11 are a 

reminder to live good lives like he said in the last letter, but he focuses on the virtues we should 

have.  In vs. 13 he says he is “in this “tent.”  He must have read one of Paul’s letters.  This is 

again about being ready to move on to the next world.  He even mentions the Transfiguration, 

which was a peek into the glory of the next world, for which he longs. 

 

2Pet. 2:  In vs. 1-3 he denounces false teachers.  In 4-10a he gives examples of how history 

shows that God saves the good guys but the bad guys are in trouble, so be good.  This is actually 

a warning about the false teachers, which is what vs. 10b-22 are all about. 

 

2Pet. 3:  Here he explains that even though he has taught that the end is coming we don’t know 

when because of how God looks at time.  Vs. 8: “But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that 

with the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day.”  So the last 

day is coming but don’t hold your breath.  Vs. 13: “But according to his promise we await new 

heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”  So you have been warned, so be on 

guard. 

 

 

 

 

THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 

 

Heb. 1:  Notice there is no introduction in this document.  It is not really a letter but strictly a 

teaching.  This is a very sophisticated theology, not just a solution for problems.  The beauty of 

the descriptions of God’s work and His plan are amazing.  This summarizes first 4 verses: God’s 

revelation was partial before, but now is revealed through a son who was co-creator and now sits 

at His right hand.  Vs. 5-14 are a beautiful description of the total difference between an angel 

and the Son of God. 

 

Heb. 2:  Vs. 1-4 let us know we had better not ignore the great salvation that was accompanied 

by “signs, wonders, various acts of power, and distribution of the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

according to his will.”  In vs. 7-8 psalm 8 is quoted: “What is man that you are mindful of him, 

or the son of man that you care for him?  You made him for a little while lower than the angels; 

you crowned him with glory and honor…”  Then the author explains these verses.  Vs. 15, we 

are saved from the power of death, which is the devil’s scare-tactic.  Vs. 16, he didn’t do this for 

angels but for us.  Vs. 18, “Because he himself was tested through what he suffered, he is able to 

help those who are being tested. 

 

Heb. 3:  Vs. 1-6 are a way of showing Jesus as being more important than Moses.  Remember 

that this is the Letter to the Hebrews, so this is important.  Moses was their greatest saving 

figure.  Vs. 7-11 are referring back to psalm 95.  This lengthy reference is again targeting the 

Hebrew audience with a message beyond what they have had in the OT.  Vs. 14; “We have 



become partners of Christ if only we hold the beginning of the reality firm until the end…”  The 

beginning of the reality would be the OT.  So we know this is addressed to Christian Jews, 

helping them make the connections from what they grew up with. 

 

Heb. 4:  The author continues with more explanation on “They shall not enter into my rest.”  He 

reminds them that they must still have a day of rest.  In vs. 14-16 we refocus on Jesus.  Vs. 15: 

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who 

had similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin.” 

 

 


