
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Dec. 20, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 278-284 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 

 

Is. 47:  God explains Babylon’s position.  Vs. 6: “Angry at my people, I profaned my 

inheritance, and I gave them into your hand; but you showed them no mercy…”  Vs. 11: “But 

upon you shall come evil you will not know how to predict…” 

 

Is. 48:  God once again gives His word to his own people.  Vs. 3: “Things of the past I foretold 

long ago, they went forth from my mouth, I let you hear of them; then suddenly I took action and 

they came to be.”  Vs. 9-10, “For the sake of my name I restrain my anger, for the sake of my 

renown I hold it back from you, lest I should destroy you.  See, I have refined you like silver…”  

Vs. 17b-18: “I, the Lord, your God, teach you what is for your good, and lead you on the way 

you should go.  If you would hearken to my commandments, your prosperity would be like a 

river…” 

 

Is. 49:  This chapter is ultimately about Jesus.  There are a lot of lines that should seem familiar.  

Vs. 1b: “The Lord called me from birth, from my mother’s womb he gave me my name.”  Vs. 4: 

“Though I thought I had toiled in vain, and for nothing, uselessly, spent my strength, yet my 

reward is with the Lord, my recompense is with my God.  Vs. 6b: “I will make you a light to the 

nations, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”  Vs. 8-13 are about the ultimate 

salvation in heaven.  In vs. 10, “They shall not hunger or thirst, nor shall the scorching wind or 

the sun strike them…”  The powerful pro-life line is vs. 15: “Can a mother forget her infant, be 

without tenderness for the child of her womb?” 

 

Is. 50:  Vs. 1-3 are simply about God not forgetting his people but they have not remembered 

Him.  Vs. 4-11 are about a prophet but ultimately about Jesus, the Word of God. Vs. 6b is even 

about the trial of Jesus, “My face I did not shield from buffets and spitting.”  Parts of these last 

two chapters are in the Mass readings for Holy Week. 

 

Is. 51:  This chapter is what God is promising.  Vs. 1 sets it up, “Listen to me, you who pursue 

justice, who seek the Lord…”  Vs. 5, “I will make my justice come speedily…”  Vs. 6b; “My 

salvation shall remain forever…”  Vs. 14: “The oppressed shall soon be released; they shall not 

die and go down into the pit…”  Vs. 17-23 are about the cup of wrath that God will give His 

people to drink, but will eventually take it from them and give it to their enemies. 

 

Is. 52:  Vs. 1-12 are about restoring Jerusalem to eternal glory.  Vs. 13-15 are about Jesus.  Vs. 

14 is again about the trial of Jesus; “Even as many were amazed at him—So marred was his look 

beyond that of man.”  That was why Pilate said to the crowd on Good Friday, “Look at the man.”  

It was because he was so beaten up that he didn’t even look like a man anymore. 

 



Is. 53:  This is about Jesus as the Suffering Servant.  It is read on Good Friday and is awesome.  

Vs. 4 is a typical example: “Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he 

endured.”  Realize how perfectly this describes Jesus even though it is written over 500 years 

before Jesus.  That would be like someone had written about me 500 years ago, keep the 

documents intact all those years, and then read them to you in church next week; and then you 

would say, “They are describing Fr. Frank.  This has only been done for Jesus. 

 

Is. 54:  This chapter is all about God bringing us back.  His faithful ones will no longer be 

abandoned.  Vs. 7: “For a brief moment I abandoned you, but with great tenderness I will take 

you back.” 

 

Is. 55:  This chapter is about hope.  We are invited back to the Lord.  Vs. 1, “All you who are 

thirsty, come to the water!”  Vs. 3, “I will renew with you the everlasting covenant, the benefits 

assured to David.”  Vs. 8, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, 

says the Lord.” 

 

Is. 56:  Vs. 4-5, “To the eunuchs who observe my Sabbaths and choose what pleases me and 

hold fast to my covenant, I will give, in my house and within my walls, a monument and a name 

better than sons and daughters; and eternal, imperishable name will I give them.”  This is a call 

to priestly celibacy.  Jesus promises a hundred times what we left, like brothers and sisters.  Vs. 

9-12 are about watchmen (leaders) who don’t do what they should. 

 

Is. 57:  Vs. 1-13 continue about the ones who aren’t doing what they are supposed to, and getting 

into trouble with God.  After the Suffering Servant chapter and the one on Salvation, this is a 

reminder that we had better be faithful or the good news is not for us.  Then vs. 14-19 are about 

salvation again and vs. 19b-21 are about missing out on salvation. 

 

Is. 58:  Vs. 4, “Yes, your fast ends in quarreling and fighting, striking with wicked claw.”  Vs. 6, 

“This, rather, is the fasting that I wish: releasing those bound unjustly, untying the thongs of the 

yoke; setting free the oppressed, breaking every yoke…”  Many of us have to hope in this 

because fasting from food is difficult for us, but we try to work our tails off for the Lord. 

 

Is. 59:  Vs. 1-15 can be summarized by saying that nothing can separate us from the love of God 

except our hanging on to sinfulness.  Vs. 15b-21 are how God realizes that we are too pathetic to 

save ourselves so in vs. 16b: “So his own arm brought about the victory, and his justice lent him 

its support. 

 

Is. 60:  Now it is back to the good news of the Savior.  Vs. 1, “Your light has come, the glory of 

the Lord shines upon you…”  Vs. 6, “Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from 

Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense…”  This is the 

prediction of the wise men bringing gifts.   

 

Is. 61:  Jesus quotes vs. 1-2 in Lk.4:18-19.  “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the 

Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year 

of favor from the Lord…”  All this was fulfilled in the people hearing it. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF SIRACH 

 

Sir. 4:  Vs. 4: “A beggar in distress do not reject…”  This does not include professional beggars.  

Vs. 11-19 aren’t just about not being stupid.  They are about having wisdom.  It is the difference 

between, don’t fall into that pit, vs. climb that mountain.  Vs. 31 is good: “Let not your hand be 

open to receive and clenched when it is time to give.” 

 

Sir. 5:  Vs. 1, “Rely not on your wealth; say not: “I have the power.””  This verse is fleshed out 

by Jesus in Lk.12:16-21.  It is well done in this chapter also. 

 

Sir. 6:  Vs. 1-4 follow the last few verses of the last chapter in warning us about how our tongue 

can get us into trouble.  Vs. 6-17 are about making good friends.  Vs. 18-37 are about seeking 

wisdom. 

 

Sir. 7:  Most of this chapter is simply good teaching on being good and working hard.  Vs. 15, I 

traded in for priesthood: “Hate not laborious tasks, nor farming, which was ordained by the Most 

High.”  Then I found out that priesthood was hard work also.  Vs. 35-36, “Neglect not to visit the 

sick—for these thing you will be loved.  In whatever you do, remember your last days, and you 

will never sin.”  Helping others like this is one of the ways Jesus defines as getting people to 

heaven in the last judgment. (Mt. 25:31-46) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 

 

Heb. 5:  Jesus did not become high priest as His own choice but by being anointed by the Father 

at His baptism: “You are my son, this day I have begotten you” and “You are a priest forever 

according to the order of Melchizedek.”  Jesus was obedient to the Father in this way.  Vs. 11-14 

remind us that this is not easy teaching, not milk for babies, but solid food which would be for 

those ready to be soldiers. 

 



Heb. 6:  In vs. 1-8 they are being challenged to go deep into this teaching and produce good 

fruit.  Notice that vs. 2 mentions “instruction about baptisms and laying on of hands” for these 

are not magic sacraments that impart wisdom.  In vs. 9-12 they are challenged to bear fruit and 

not get sluggish.  Vs. 10, “For God is not unjust so as to overlook our work and the love you 

have demonstrated for his name by having served and continuing to serve the holy ones.”  The 

chapter finishes with the reminder that this all is God’s promise, which will not change. 

 

Heb. 7:  In the Old Testament, Melchizedek appeared out of nowhere, no ancestry.  Vs. 3: 

“Without father, mother, or ancestry, without beginning of days or end of life, thus made to 

resemble the Son of God, he remains a priest forever.”  Vs. 11-25 explain in depth that this is a 

greater priesthood than the tribe of Levi.  In vs. 26-28 Jesus is shown to be the greatest priest or 

the great high priest.  Vs. 27: “He has no need, as did the high priests, to offer sacrifice day after 

day, first for his own sins and then for those of the people; he did that once for all when he 

offered himself.” 

 

Heb. 8:  Vs. 1-6 are about Jesus as the Great High Priest.  This is part of why the Mass is not to 

be adjusted according to the whim of the priest.  We are copying the worship of God in heaven 

as we worship in our churches.  It is not to make us happy.  It is not for our entertainment.  It is 

an atonement for our sins to make God happy; although if God is happy, we have a chance to be 

happy.  This is part of why some prefer the Latin Mass.  Vs. 5: “For he says, “See that you make 

everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.””  Vs. 7-13 are a comparison of 

the OT and the NT.  The OT taught a lesson of what God wants, which is for us to be His family.  

It had to be done because it was a visible family, a nation.  But the NT is binding us to a new 

promise or covenant to be His family in an invisible realm, heaven.  For this to happen we had to 

be changed, not just our environment.  The mistakes would have to be taken care of in justice.  

The result would be greater.  Vs. 10:  But this is the covenant I will establish with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the Lord:  I will put my laws in their minds and I will write them 

upon their hearts.  I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  You will see this again 

when we read Jeremiah. 

 

Heb. 9:  In this chapter the author goes back to the idea of right worship.  In vs. 1-10 he outlines 

what the OT worship was supposed to be.  Then in vs. 11-12: “But when Christ came as high 

priest of the good things that have come to be, passing through the greater and more perfect 

tabernacle not made by hands, that is, not belonging to this creation, he entered once for all into 

the sanctuary, not with the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus obtaining 

eternal redemption.”  Vs. 15-28 remind us that without the shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness (vs. 22).  Vs. 18: “Thus not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood.”  

Vs. 23-28 instruct us on how this sacrifice is once for all and forever and not needed to be done 

daily.  So daily Mass in not a daily sacrifice of Christ but a living daily in the eternal sacrifice of 

the cross. 

 

Heb. 10:  This chapter makes me think that this was written by Paul because it is about the limits 

of the law, or OT.  To fix the breaking of the law there has to be a daily or at least yearly 

sacrifice.  But the NT is not about the law, but faith in Jesus Christ, who can surpass this by tying 

us into himself.  God will not see our sins if we are one with Christ.  Vs. 19-25 lets us know that 

being in this way of thinking means we can’t just not sin.  We must be like Christ and as vs. 24 



says, “We must consider how to rouse one another in love and good works.”  And in vs. 25; “We 

should not stay away from our assembly…”  Vs. 39 caps off vs. 26-39: “We are not among those 

who draw back and perish, but among those who have faith and will possess life.”  To stoop 

from focusing on doing good works, down to sinning is now a farther fall and could incur a 

greater punishment. 

 

Heb. 11:  Vs. 1-12 are OT people who lived by faith and yet vs. 13 says: “All these died in 

faith.”  Vs. 16: “But now they desire a better homeland, a heavenly one.  Therefore, God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.”  Vs. 14-38 recount more OT 

people of faith.  Vs. 39 then says: “Yet all these, though approved because of their faith, did not 

receive what had been promised.  God had foreseen something better for us, so that without us 

they should not be made perfect.”  The ‘us’ is the Hebrews of the time of Jesus, who were the 

first to accept Jesus. 

 

 

 

 


