
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Dec. 27, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 285-291 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 

 

 

Is. 62:  This has a lot of wedding imagery.  Vs. 4: “No more shall men call you “Forsaken,” or 

your land “Desolate,” but you shall be called “My Delight,” and your land “Espoused.”  Vs. 5:  

“As a young man married a virgin, your Builder shall marry you…”  Besides kingdom imagery, 

spousal imagery seems to be the second most used in the Bible.  This is what Pope St. John Paul 

II focused on in his Theology of the Body.  So the “virgin” to be married is Mary and/or the 

Church. 

 

Is. 63:  Vs. 1-6:  The Edomites are the descendants of Esau, the other son of Jacob.  They 

haven’t been friends of Israel.  Vs. 7-19 are the start of a prayer for God to help his people once 

again.  It reminds God of some of what He has done for them already.  Vs. 12: “Whose glorious 

arm was the guide at Moses’ right; who divided the waters before them, winning for himself 

eternal renown…”  What isn’t explained and I can’t figure out is whether this prayer to God is to 

also help the Edomites also or just the Israelites. 

 

Is. 64:  This continues the prayer for God’s help.  Vs. 5b: “We have all withered like leaves, and 

our guilt carries us away like the wind.” 

 

Is. 65:  This is God’s response to the prayer in the last two chapters of Isaiah.  Vs. 17, “Lo, I am 

about to create new heavens and a new earth; the things of the past shall not be remembered or 

come to mind.”  (Heaven) 

 

Is. 66:  This is more of God’s answer.  Vs. 10: “Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of 

her, all you who love her…”  Vs. 12: “For thus says the Lord:  Lo, I will spread prosperity over 

her like a river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing torrent.”  Vs. 14b: “The Lord’s 

power shall be known to his servants, but to his enemies, his wrath.”  This answer ends with vs. 

24: “They shall go out and see the corpses of the men who rebelled against me; their worm shall 

not die, nor their fire be extinguished; and they shall be abhorrent to all mankind.”  Sounds like 

hell to me. 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET JEREMIAH 

 

The book is written about the time from 612-587 B.C.  Everything is falling apart in the two 

kingdoms.  Jeremiah tries to get the people to reform to no avail.  This book is warning after 

warning.  But he does foretell of remnant being saved.  He was doing his prophet work in the 

south, or Judea. 



 

Jer. 1:  Jeremiah hears his call to be a prophet.  The notes let us know that he is from a priestly 

family.  Vs. 5, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated 

you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you.”  Vs. 9, “Then the Lord extended his hand and 

touched my mouth, saying, See, I place my words in your mouth!”  Once again God lets us know 

that He is working with us within the womb.  Why pro-choice people don’t understand the 

significance of this, I don’t know. 

 

Jer. 2:  Vs. 2 mentions marriage imagery.  “I remember the devotion of your youth, how you 

loved me as a bride…”  Jeremiah points out how widespread the idolatry is.  If you connect the 

dots, you realize that God sees idolatry as adultery.   

 

Jer. 3:  Vs. 14, “Return, rebellious children, say the Lord.”  Vs. 15, “I will appoint over you 

shepherds after my own heart, who will shepherd you wisely and prudently.”  Vs. 16, “They will 

in those days no longer say, “The ark of the covenant of the Lord!”  They will no longer think of 

it, or remember it, or miss it, or make another.”  (When you have the Word of God made flesh, 

who needs words on stone tablets in an ark.)  The reason we can’t alter the imagery of God the 

Father is in vs. 19b; “You would call me, “My Father,” I thought, and never cease following me.  

But like a woman faithless to her lover, even so have you been faithless to me…”  It is also 

important to note that Jesus did not change the OT in calling God “Father.” 

 

Jer. 4:  This chapter is not a tender warning for Judah and Jerusalem.  Vs. 14; “Cleanse your 

heart of evil, O Jerusalem, that you may be saved.”  Vs. 27; “For thus says the Lord: Waste shall 

the whole land be; I will not wholly destroy it.”  It is especially bad news if you haven’t gotten 

back on the Father’s good side. 

 

Jer. 5:  More bad news as a consequence of bad behavior.  Vs. 1, “Roam the streets of 

Jerusalem, look about and observe, search through her public places, to find even one who lives 

uprightly and seeks to be faithful, and I will pardon her!”  Vs. 23; “But this people’s heart is 

stubborn and rebellious; they turn and go away and say not in their hearts, “Let us fear the Lord, 

our God, who gives us rain early and late…””  

 

Jer. 6:  Bad news continues.  Vs. 10; “See, the word of the Lord has become for them an object 

of scorn, which they will not have.”  Aren’t you glad you are reading word of the Lord?  Vs. 20; 

“Of what use to me incense that comes from Sheba…”  The wise man or magi from Sheba must 

not have heard this part. 

 

Jer. 7:  God is clear about what He wants them to do.  Vs. 5, “Only if you thoroughly reform 

your ways and your deeds; if each of you deals justly with his neighbor; if you no longer oppress 

the resident alien, the orphan, and the widow; if you no longer shed innocent blood in this place, 

or follow strange gods to your own hand, will I remain with you in this place, in the land which I 

gave your fathers long ago and forever.”  Vs. 25-26, “…from the day that your fathers left the 

land of Egypt even to this day, I have sent you untiringly all my servants the prophets.  Yet they 

have not obeyed me nor paid heed; they have stiffened their necks and done worse than their 

fathers.” 

 



Jer. 8:  Vs. 22; “Is there no balm in Gilead, no physician there?  Why grows not new flesh over 

the wound of the daughter of my people?”  At this point the healer has not come, but now Jesus 

is the balm in Gilead.  I think that is what the song is about. 

 

Jer. 9:  Still no good news.  Vs. 10; “The cities of Judah I will make into a waste, where no one 

dwells.”  If there is any good they need to know it comes from the Lord.  Vs. 22; “Thus says the 

Lord:  Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, nor the strong man glory in his strength, nor the 

rich man glory in his riches; but rather, let him who glories, glory in this, that in his prudence he 

knows me, knows that I, the Lord, bring about kindness, justice and uprightness on the earth; for 

with such am I pleased, says the Lord.” 

 

Jer. 10:  Most of this chapter simply states that idol worship is really silly.  Vs. 5; “Like a 

scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, they cannot speak; they must be carried about, for they 

cannot walk.”  This is the same kind of thing Isaiah was trying to convey. 

  

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF SIRACH 

 

Sir. 8:  There is lots more good advice in this chapter.  Vs. 12b: “and whatever you lend, count it 

as lost.”  This can save your mental health. 

 

Sir. 9:  Vs. 1-9: If the author were writing advice about dealing with women in this current 

generation, he would have to add, stay away from pornography for it will ensnare your mind.  

The rest goes back to who to trust, which is what vs. 10-16 are about: having the right friends.  

The last two verses are about rulers which moves into the next chapter. 

 

Sir. 10:  This is advice to rulers or leaders.  Vs. 4-5 remind the leaders that they need to 

remember that God is in charge.  Vs. 6-18 lets them know that pride is foolishness.  Vs. 19-30 let 

them know that true honor comes in following the commandments. 

 

Sir. 11:  Vs. 16-17 are a good summary; “Error and darkness were formed with sinners from 

their birth, and evil grows old with evildoers.  The Lord’s gift remains with the just; his favor 

brings continued success.”  The miserly rich man in vs. 18-19 is the basis for a parable by Jesus 

about the rich fool in Lk.12:16-21.  Vs. 23, “What further pleasure can be mine?” is obviously 

not a good question to live your life by, if you want to get to heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 

 



Heb. 12:  I love vs. 1: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that 

lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith.”  He is 

speaking first and foremost of the Saints at the specific time of Jesus, but then about any Saint 

since then.  They can inspire us.  In vs. 3-13 the author then explains how we can be inspired by 

the example of Jesus and those who have persisted in faith.  We can endure just like them.  Vs. 

14-29 are about how this all plays out.  We must not lose God.  Jesus is our mediator who can 

help us stay close to the God who would otherwise seem unapproachable.   

 

Heb. 13:  This chapter sounds like a summary of some of what was in the earlier letters of Paul.  

It is good practical guidance.  Don’t neglect hospitality.  Let marriage be honored.  Do not be 

carried away by strange teaching.  Obey your leaders.  Pray.  Then in vs. 24 we hear: “Greetings 

to all your leaders and to all the holy ones.  Those from Italy send you greetings.”  This could be 

Paul writing from Rome to the Hebrews all over the world.  The question remains as to why he 

or any other author didn’t introduce themselves. 

 

 

 

THE SECOND LETTER TO TIMOTHY 

 

2Tim. 1:  Like in 1st Timothy Paul introduces himself as an apostle of Christ Jesus.  In these 

letters to Timothy this makes the most sense, an elder bishop talking to a younger one.  In vs. 3-5 

he mentions Timothy’s family.  Vs. 6 is to remind him of his ordination: “through the imposition 

of my hands.”  Then to vs. 14 he is directing Timothy.  Vs. 9 reminds us that none of us are 

worthy of salvation: “He saved us and called us to a holy life, not according to our works but 

according to his own design…”  Vs. 15-18 is about one of Paul’s bad weeks but how it turned 

out well. 

 

2Tim. 2:  Be tough, vs. 3; “Bear your share of hardship along with me like a good soldier of 

Christ Jesus.”  I wonder if he got slapped at Confirmation?  Then Paul gives advice on being 

good.  Vs. 14-26 are about being useful rather than quarreling or gossiping.  Vs. 21: “If anyone 

cleanses himself of these things, he will be a vessel for lofty use, dedicated, beneficial to the 

master of the house, ready for every good work.”  I think vs. 11-13 are a song by the St. Louis 

Jesuits.  “If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; if we preserver we shall also 

reign with him.  But if we deny him he will deny us.  If we are unfaithful he remains faithful, for 

he cannot deny himself.” So if we are living so that we reflect Jesus, He won’t deny us. 

 

2Tim. 3:  Bad things will happen but don’t fall into them because others have.  Vs. 14-15; “But 

you, remain faithful to what you have learned and believed… you have known sacred scriptures, 

which are capable of giving you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”  Vs. 16 

refers to the scripture that existed in Jesus’ time since the NT was still being written; “All 

scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching…”  This is not a valid reason for “Sola 

Scriptura”, which has been the banner for many parts of the Protestant Reformation.  But the 

question after all of this study is whether you see the OT as: “useful for teaching, for refutation, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be 



competent, equipped for every good work.”  With that as a given, the NT is an even greater 

blessing. 

 

2Tim. 4:  Vs. 3 predicts today’s society perfectly; “For the time will come when people will not 

tolerate sound doctrine but, following their own desires and insatiable curiosity, will accumulate 

teachers and will stop listening to the truth and will be diverted to myths.”  Then Paul finishes 

the letter with his image of running the race (vs. 6-8), more of his personal struggles (9-18), and 

his greetings to friends. 

 

 

 

THE LETTER OF JUDE 

 

This is a really short letter that can be a little confusing because it mentions things from books 

we don’t have available. The author is not an apostle, but obviously connected to them enough 

through his being related to Jesus, that his letter is in the NT. 

 

The author gives advice by using OT examples of bad behavior.  Vs. 20; “But you, beloved, 

build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit.”  Vs. 22; “On those who 

waver, have mercy…” 


