
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Jan. 3, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 292-298 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET JEREMIAH 

 

Jer. 11:  God tells Jeremiah to warn the people of Judah to follow the covenant.  Realize that by 

this time the Kingdom of Israel or Northern Kingdom is already lost and yet the people of the 

southern kingdom, Judah, still don’t listen.  Vs. 15 is a reminder that empty promises and the 

wrong sacrifices will do no good.  “Can vows and sacred meat turn away your misfortune from 

you?” 

 

Jer. 12:  The book is filled with these admonitions and the people do react.  They try to get rid of 

him.  Notice that the verse numbering is not in order.  The scrolls must have gotten mixed up.  

Vs. 19, “Yet I, like a trusting lamb led to the slaughter, had not realized that they were hatching 

plots against me: “Let us destroy the tree in its vigor; let us cut him off from the land of the 

living, so that his name will be spoken no more.”  Jeremiah does not take this well.  Vs. 20, “let 

me witness the vengeance you take on them…”  Vs. 14-16 gives hope to Gentiles like us:  “But 

after plucking them up, I will pity them again and bring them back, each to his heritage, each to 

his land.  And if they carefully learn my people’s custom of swearing by my name…” 

 

Jer. 13:  Jeremiah uses images from the Lord to make his point.  In this chapter he used a linen 

loincloth, which rots to show how God’s precious people have hid from Him and are now rotten.  

He also uses quick images like a wineflask (vs. 12-13), a woman giving birth (vs. 22), etc. 

 

Vs. 14:  In vs. 11 God says He will not even listen to the people if they fast, etc.  In vs. 13 

Jeremiah tries to make an excuse for the people: “Ah! Lord God, I replied, it is the prophets who 

say to them, “You shall not see the sword; famine shall not befall you.  Indeed, I will give you 

lasting peace in this place.”  So God basically says He will be even harder on the false prophets.  

Then in vs. 17-22, Jeremiah speaks of how the Lord mourns for the people. 

 

Jer. 15:  Vs. 1 lets us know that God would not even listen to the pleadings of Moses and 

Samuel, who had saved the people in the past by their prayers.  So who will He listen to?  

Jeremiah wonders what he should do since the people did not listen to him and are just out to get 

him.  Vs. 19-20; “Thus the Lord answered me:  If you repent, so that I restore you, in my 

presence you shall stand; if you bring forth the precious without the vile, you shall be my 

mouthpiece.  Then it shall be they who turn to you, and you shall not turn to them; and I will 

make you toward this people a solid wall of brass.  Though they fight against you, they shall not 

prevail, for I am with you, to deliver and rescue you, say the Lord.”  This whole part of Jeremiah 

should be read in the context of it foreshadowing Jesus, who is now the only one God will listen 

to. 

 

Jer. 16:  Vs. 1, Jeremiah is to use his life as a warning.  In vs. 14-15, the Lord promises to bring 

them out of exile: “However, days will surely come, says the Lord, when it will no longer be 



said, “As the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites out of Egypt”; but rather, “As the Lord lives, 

who brought the Israelites out of the land of the North and out of all the countries to which he 

had banished them.”  I will bring them back to the land which I gave their fathers.”   In vs. 16 he 

promises to send fishermen and hunters to track down the good and the bad.  Jesus sends 

fishermen to pull us out of our wickedness. 

 

Jer. 17:  Vs. 5-10 are verses that come up in the liturgical cycle of readings.  It is a helpful image 

of how being close to God helps in hard times.  In vs. 8, “He is like a tree planted beside the 

waters that stretches out its roots to the stream…”  Vs. 10 reminds us again that a man will be 

judged “according to the merit of his deeds,” not by faith alone which has been the Protestant 

motto.  Vs. 12-18 sound like they come straight from Psalms.  The rest of the chapter is about 

observing the Sabbath.  Follow Sabbath rules and the Throne of David will be strong; don’t obey 

them and (vs. 27b) “I will set unquenchable fire to its gates, which will consume the palaces of 

Jerusalem.”  If that is the case about Sabbath in the OT or model image, then the reality of the 

NT covenant would be even stronger.  We should simply take a moment to ask why the Lord’s 

Day is so important to God.  The South Omaha church sign says it all, “If you can’t stand an 

hour in church each week, you will have a terrible time in heaven.” 

 

Jer. 18:  Jeremiah uses the image of a potter working on a pot to show how God is working on 

His people.  Vs. 13-17 are more about the sins of the people and God’s dealing with them.  Vs. 

18 is about Jeremiah but in this he is prefiguring Jesus.  “Let us destroy him by his own tongue; 

let us carefully note his every word.”  It is like God knew all of this would happen.  Of course he 

did. 

 

Jer. 19:  Because of all the evil the people are doing, they will be treated like a flask and will be 

crushed.  Vs. 11: “Thus will I smash this people and this city, as one smashes a clay pot so that it 

cannot be repaired.” 

 

Jer. 20:  Jeremiah is placed in stocks.  He obvious has a tough time with this assignment that 

God has given him.  Vs. 7, “You duped me, O Lord, and I let myself be duped; you were too 

strong for me, and you triumphed.  All the day I am an object of laughter; everyone mocks me.”  

Vs. 9, “I say to myself, I will not mention him, I will speak in his name no more.  But then it 

becomes like fire burning in my heart…”  Vs. 11, “But the Lord is with me, like a mighty 

champion:  my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph.”   

 

Jer. 21:  Here Jeremiah is warning the king and the people.  Vs. 9: “Whoever remains in this city 

shall die by the sword or famine or pestilence.  But whoever leaves and surrenders to the 

besieging Chaldeans shall live and have his life as booty.  In other words, God will not help them 

win this battle because of their infidelity. 

 

Jer. 22:  Vs. 3b: “Do not wrong or oppress the resident alien, the orphan, or the widow, and do 

not shed innocent blood in this place.”  These are the most vulnerable in their society.  The 

unborn are the most vulnerable now.  Then come some warnings for the kings. 

 

Jer. 23:  Vs. 1-6 speak of how the Messiah will solve the problem.   “You have not cared for 

them, but I will take care to punish your evil deeds.  I myself will gather the remnant of my flock 



from all the lands to which I have driven them and bring them back to their meadow; there they 

shall increase and multiply…. Behold…I will raise up a righteous shoot to David; as king he 

shall reign and govern wisely…”  This is a powerful set of verses for clergy in today’s scandals.   

 

Jer. 24:  Here he uses two baskets of figs.  One basket is good figs and signifies how God will 

take care of the exiles of Judah when they are taken to the land of the Chaldeans.  The other 

basket is bad figs and signifies how God will treat King Zedekiah and the remnant of Jerusalem 

remaining in Judah and those who have settled in the land of Egypt. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF SIRACH 

Sir. 12:  Jesus hung out with sinners but this chapter helps understand how to deal with them.  

Vs. 4-5; “Give to the good man, refuse the sinner; refresh the downtrodden, give nothing to the 

proud man.  No arms for combat should you give him, lest he use them against yourself…”  

Jesus said to love your enemy (Lk. 6:27), but vs. 10 reminds us to “never trust your enemy.”  

That is not contradictory. 

 

Sir. 13:  Vs. 4: “As long as the rich man can use you he will enslave you, but when you are 

exhausted, he will abandon you.”  In today’s world this would be about corporations that are 

ruthless. These sayings on how we associate with a rich person vs. a poor person are good 

reminders to pastors.  I have had a few that have slipped into treating only the ones with money 

with real respect. 

 

Sir. 14:  Vs. 3-16 talk of the use of wealth.  This is a very powerful theme in Jesus’ teaching.  

One of his themes was in terms of letting go of the things of this world (because we can’t take it 

with us).  Vs. 20-27 are a precursor of the Beatitudes.  “Happy the man” is the same as 

“Blessed.”  These are more about a search for wisdom whereas Jesus was more a call to action. 

 

Sir. 15:  Vs. 1-10 are more ideas about the search for wisdom.  The rest of the chapter is about 

our free will.  Vs. 15: “If you choose you can keep the commandments; it is loyalty to do his 

will.”  So our free will gives us the option to do the Lord’s will (thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done) or choose sin with its consequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN 

 

This gospel is very different than the other three.  There are very few miracles.  It is probably 

written much later than the other Gospels so John presumes that everyone knows about the 

miracles so he focuses on the teachings of Jesus. 

 

Jn. 1:  The first part with vs. 1-18 is John birth narrative.  It is read at Christmas midday Masses.  

It does not focus on the earthly story but the heavenly mystery.  Then comes what is called the 

Book of Signs.  This is what John calls miracles.  For him they are important only to point to 

something else.  Vs. 19-34 focus on John the Baptist as a sign that points to Jesus.  In vs. 29 

Jesus is called the Lamb of God.  This refers to the sacrifice God promised Abraham in place of 

Isaac, and the Pascal Lamb that was actually sacrificed for the freedom from Egyptian slavery.  

Vs. 35-51 is the reality of John the Baptist’s disciples heading off to follow the real thing after 

leaving John who was the sign. 

 

Jn. 2:  Vs. 1-12 is the first miracle, the changing of water into wine at the wedding at Cana.  

Jesus is now pointing to the Eucharist by showing His power as God, over the elements.  Vs. 13-

15 tell of the cleansing of the temple.  Having shown His power as God He is now acting as God 

and making the connection between the temple in Jerusalem and what it points to, which is the 

new temple which is Christ’s body. 

 

Jn. 3:  This is a critical chapter in understanding baptism.  This chapter is an example of how 

John’s Gospel is different than the other three, which are similar or “synoptic.”  John is not just 

trying to tell us about Jesus.  He is using particular stories to further explain particular 

sacraments.  This story about Nicodemus uses Nicodemus’ confusion to help clarify what Jesus 

is talking about.   

Notice the different levels of the conversation coming from Nicodemus’ basic level of the 

process of natural birth, being used by Jesus to help him understand supernatural rebirth.  Vs. 2 

lets us know that this conversation happens during the night that at first glance is simply to let us 

know that Nicodemus is trying remain hidden.  But the reality is that he is in the dark and Jesus 

wants him to see the light.   

Coming into the kingdom of God in vs. 3 is only going to happen to those who are born into 

God’s family.  They have to have a spiritual birth.  In vs. 5 we find out that this will happen by 

water and the Spirit.  Regular birth makes us a member of a human family.  

This spiritual birth makes us a part of God’s family or kingdom. 

Vs. 14 brings in the salvation aspect of this rebirth.  In the time of 

Moses, the bronze serpent was the symbol that saved the people from 

death.  Now belief in Jesus will do that.  Then we have the famous 

Jn.3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal 

life.”  For some this became the Jesus prayer.  For the Catholic Church it 

means believing in Jesus enough to do what he says, starting with being 



baptized.  But they do have to see the light rather than staying in 

darkness, as in Nicodemus having this conversation at night.   

In vs. 22 we find out that Jesus’ disciples did understand and started to 

baptize people and didn’t just tell people to “believe in Jesus as their 

Lord and Savior.”  The next verses are simply to separate John’s baptism 

from Jesus’.  In vs. 30 John says: “He must increase; I must decrease.”  

John was the sign pointing to Jesus.  Now the real light must shine and 

the sign decrease.  This is why we celebrate John’s birthday on June 24.  

Then the days start getting shorter and on 12/25 they start getting longer 

or increase.  This doesn’t work in the southern hemisphere. 

 

Jn. 4:  Vs. 2 tells that Jesus didn’t baptize.  In the name of the Father 

and me and the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the story of the Samaritan 

woman to give an example of coming to Jesus to receive the water that 

will give eternal life.  She represents all Samaritans for she has five 

husbands.  This territory had been conquered and the conquerors settled 

five nations there to intermarry so national pride would not cause 

problems.  This would have humiliated the originals residents.  That 

would explain why, in vs. 41, so many of the people needed what Jesus 

had to offer and came to believe in him.  Vs. 43-45 are confusing 

because it sounds like Jesus is going to his native territory, Galilee, to be 

ignored, which would actually fulfill prophecy. 

Vs. 46-54 are the cure of the boy from a distance.  This is a sign that 

distance is no obstacle, which will be important when Jesus ascends. 
 


