
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Jan. 10, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 299-305 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET JEREMIAH 

 

Jer. 25:  Vs. 9: “I will doom them, making them an object of horror, of ridicule, of everlasting 

reproach.”  Vs. 11: “Seventy years these nations shall be enslaved to the king of Babylon; but 

when the seventy years have elapsed, I will punish the king of Babylon and the nation and the 

land of the Chaldeans for their guilt…”  This 70-year prediction was pretty accurate.  The exile 

started about 587 BC.  The return took almost 20 years but most of the Hebrews returned but 515 

BC.  But this judgment of the nations sounds pretty all-inclusive.  In Mt: 25, Jesus clarified that 

some of the people from these Gentile nations could be saved, if they feed the hungry, clothed 

the naked, etc.  This happens at the final judgment where he said the sheep and the goats would 

be separated before the king. 

 

Jer. 26:  Jeremiah, like Jesus, has done the will of the Father.  The result in vs. 8: “You must be 

put to death!”  The prophet Uriah had done just like Jeremiah (vs. 20-24), did the same thing and 

was actually killed.  At this point Jeremiah is spared. 

 

Jer. 27:  Same message of surrendering to Babylon and be spared. 

 

Jer. 28:  Hananiah claims to be a true prophet and preaches against Jeremiah.  Vs. 15-16: “To 

the prophet Hananiah the prophet Jeremiah said:  Hear this, Hananiah!  The Lord has not sent 

you, and you have raised false confidence in this people.  …this very year you shall die, because 

you have preached rebellion against the Lord.”  He died that year. 

 

Jer. 29:  By this time many of the people are in exile and Jeremiah writes them a letter.  He 

again lets them know (vs. 10) that they will not be able to be free until 70 years have passed.  

Then another false prophet, Shemaiah, preaches without a license from God and is punished. 

 

Jer. 30:  As you will see in the notes, this chapter and the next are out of place in this book.  I 

think that someone must have seen the reference to the yoke in vs. 8 and connected it with what 

had just been mentioned in chapter 28.  But these two chapters presume that a lot that has already 

happened, is still to come.  There is actually good news about some of the things that God will 

do.  At this point in the book God has already told them that it is too late for that. 

 

Jer. 31:  This has more good news that is out of place, but there is one part that is significant and 

that is vs. 15-17.  “Thus says the Lord:  In Ramah is heard the sound of moaning, of bitter 

weeping!  Rachel mourns her children, she refuses to be consoled because her children are no 

more.”  This is referenced in Mt. 2:18 when Herod has the infants in Bethlehem killed.  If you 

are like me, you have had, or still have a hard time figuring out who this Rachel is.  She was one 

of the wives of Jacob and the mother of Joseph and Benjamin, so she died still thinking that 



Joseph was dead and not in Egypt, and Benjamin was being taken to Egypt as a hostage to the 

Egyptian leader that ended up being Joseph. 

The references to the good news like the return home in vs. 21-30 and the new covenant in vs. 

31-40 are still legitimate prophecies but just don’t fit the flow of events.  Vs. 29 is significant 

because it reminds us of a personal judgement and that we will not be judged just because we 

belong to a bad nation.  “In those days they shall no longer say, ‘The fathers ate unripe grapes, 

and the children’s teeth are set on edge,’ but through his own fault only shall anyone die:  the 

teeth of him who eats the unripe grapes shall be set on edge.”  This is an important note in the 

OT because it clarifies that particular judgment does not equal, the judgment on a town or tribe 

that has been destroyed or enslaved. 

 

Jer. 32:  Vs. 31-34 are about the New Covenant.  “The days are coming…when I will make a 

new covenant…. It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers…. I will place my law 

within them, and write it upon their hearts; I will be their God, and they shall be my people…. 

All, from least to greatest, shall know me, says the Lord, for I will forgive their evildoing and 

remember their sin no more.” 

 

Jer. 33:  Now we are back to how bad it had been a few chapters ago when Jeremiah was 

imprisoned in the quarters of the guard.  God is not going to fight for the Judeans but in vs. 9 he 

says he will save Jerusalem: “Then Jerusalem shall be my joy, my praise, my glory, before all the 

nations of the earth, as they hear of all the good I will do among them.”  He is more specific in 

vs. 17-18: “For thus says the Lord:  Never shall David lack a successor on the throne of the 

house of Israel, nor shall priests of Levi ever be lacking, to offer holocausts before me, to burn 

cereal offerings, and to sacrifice victims.”  Jesus will be the holocaust on the cross and the bread 

of live and the sacrifice for the priests to offer. 

 

Jer. 34:  This chapter starts with Jeremiah telling King Zedekiah to submit to Nebuchadnezzar 

and to free any slaves.  In vs. 8-11 we see that the people of Judea did this but then went back on 

the bargain and re-enslaved them.  In vs. 12 -14 you can see that this was a part of what Moses 

set up in Leviticus around chapter 25.  Every seventh year was a Sabbath year where the slaves 

were freed and the ground was not tilled.  Then every seventh Sabbath year was a Jubilee year.  

God was angry that the people did not do this at his request in the time of this war and said in vs. 

18: “The men who violated my covenant and did not observe the terms of the agreement which 

they made before me, I will make like the calf which they cut in two, between whose two parts 

they passed.”  You should remember that this splitting of animals was a covenant ceremony that, 

if broken, would happen to the one who broke it. 

 

Jer. 35: The jumping back and forth between King Jehoiakim and Zedekiah is confusing, but 

they are both sons of Josiah and overlap a little so don’t get too confused.  It does not matter to 

the message of this chapter.  The Rechabites are loyal Jews who live the early traditional laws.   

They moved into Jerusalem for safety during this war but otherwise have lived in tents.  God is 

impressed with them and will save them but the rest of Jerusalem will not be saved. 

 

Jer. 36:  Now Jeremiah has Baruch read the message from God in the Temple.  Jeremiah said he 

could not go and do this himself.  The princes of Judea hear about the message and are scared.  

So in vs. 22-23, they took it to the King who was not scared and burned it piece by piece.  So in 



vs. 30 Jehoiakim is now in trouble with God: “No descendant of his shall succeed to David’s 

throne; his corpse shall be cast out exposed to the heat of the day, to the cold of night.” 

 

Jer. 37:  Zedekiah calls for help from the Egyptians, which makes the Chaldeans back off for a 

while.  Jeremiah lets them know that this will not help and is thrown into prison. 

 

Jer. 38:  Jedekiah has Jeremiah thrown into a cistern.  Then he has him drawn out to talk with 

him.  Jeremiah gives the same message of submitting to the bad guys and live as slaves.  Don’t 

submit and die.  Jeremiah ends up back in prison in the guard’s quarters. 

 

Jer. 39:  Nebuchadnezzar takes the city and has Zedekiah’s sons slain and he is blinded.  But 

Jeremiah is spared by Nebuchadnezzar but is still in prison. 

 

  

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF SIRACH 

 

Sir. 16:  Vs. 1-3 help me realize that the son in the comic Dustin, is not a new phenomenon.  Vs. 

12 is a summary of vs. 4-21: “Great as his mercy is his punishment; he judges men, each 

according to his deeds.”  Vs. 22-28 start a praise of God’s good creation, which continues in 

chapter 17. 

 

Sir. 17:  This is that continuation of God’s good creation, which we are a part of; for we are 

meant to be good.  Vs. 17; “A man’s goodness God cherishes like a signet ring, a man’s virtue, 

like the apple of his eye.” 

A signet ring is a symbol of a man’s identity.  Vs. 19-27 are not saying there is no after-life.  It 

says that if there isn’t an after-life, no one will be praising God. 

 

Sir. 18:  Vs. 1-13 search into the idea of the meaning of death and our short lives; but like the 

book of Ecclesiastes, it leaves the idea of eternal life for us, as an open question without a clear 

answer yet.  Vs. 14-39 are about finding wisdom or prudence.  Vs. 30 is a good example of it: 

“Go not after your lusts, but keep your desires in check.”  This is good since we read in Jn. 8 

about the women caught in the act of adultery, and the trouble that gets her into. 

 

Sir. 19:  Vs. 1-3(4) finish the thought of staying away from a lecherous life.    Vs. 5-16 give 

good reasons for not gossiping.  Vs. 17-26 is a call for living wisely and not foolishly.  But 

realize that this is said to people who don’t know what we know, which is that our reward for 

this will be great in heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN 



 

Jn. 5:  This chapter starts with a miracle that John seems to be using to build tension early on.  

He cures someone on the Sabbath.  It is used as a sign of who Jesus is.  Remember that these first 

12 chapters are what scholars call the Book of Signs.  After that comes the Book of Glory which 

is about Jesus’ act of love.  But these “signs’ are specifically meant to point to things.  So in 

curing on the Sabbath Jesus is creating tension to force them to think about who he is, especially 

in terms of a God of love.  In vs. 17: “but Jesus answered them, “My Father is at work until now, 

so I am at work.”   This claim of divine sonship gets him marked for death.  Vs. 19-47 are all 

about what it means for him to be the son of God.  One key line is in vs. 22, “Nor does the Father 

judge anyone, but he has given all judgment to his Son, so that all may honor the Son just as they 

honor the Father.”  And vs. 25, “Amen, amen, I say to you, the hour is coming and is now here 

when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.”  He will raise 

us up! 

 

Jn. 6:  The multiplication of loaves and fish starts with Jesus on a mountain, like God on Mount 

Sinai giving the law before feeding the people in the desert.  He is showing his divinity and in vs. 

15 the people respond by wanting to make him king.  Vs. 16-21 is Jesus walking on water but the 

key line is in vs. 20 when Jesus says.  “It is I.”  Or I am, the name of God. 

This bread of life discourse starting with vs. 22 makes the most sense if you put in its setting.  

Jesus has just multiplied the loaves and fish, and then walked on water.  Now he is across the 

lake and the crowd goes to him in boats.  They want what he has, food and more.  Jesus in vs 26 

says they are just after full stomachs.  He invites them in vs. 27 to work for the food that endures 

for eternal life, which he (the Son of Man) can give them.  They want another sign and they 

mention manna in the desert (food for the stomach).  In vs. 35 he says “I am the bread of life; 

whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.  Vs. 40 

has a critical line: “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes 

in him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him on the last day.”  What Jesus is going to give is 

for that resurrection on the last day.  They doubt him.  He goes over it again ending in vs. 51 

with: “I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live 

forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.”  In vs. 52 they doubt 

again.  He makes it more specific in vs. 53: “unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 

of his blood, you do not have life within you.”  Vs. 59 says this is while they are in a synagogue 

in Capernaum, a place of strong Jewish teaching which would be against drinking blood of any 

kind.  In vs. 61 the crowd cannot accept this.  Jesus asked what they would think if they saw him 

ascend?  In vs. 64 he states that some will not accept him.  Vs. 66, many of his disciples left him.  

Peter speaks for the apostles and says in vs. 68: “Master, to whom shall we go?  You have the 

words of eternal life.”  Jesus then points out the reality of one of those 12 being a devil (Judas).  

After studying this chapter it seems very strange that so many Protestants won’t believe in the 

true presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Jn. 7:  Jesus is in the northern territory to stay safe but he decides to go to Jerusalem to celebrate 

the feast of Tabernacles which reminds the Jews of their time in the desert in tents.  He sends his 

brothers ahead of him.  In the temple area he makes a speech.  Jesus mentions that they are trying 

to kill him.  They deny it.  Have they already forgotten that they wanted to do this in chapter 5 

when he cured on the Sabbath?  He reminds them.  There are many doubters but in vs. 31: “But 

many of the crowd began to believe in him, and said, “When the Messiah comes, will he perform 



more signs than this man has done?””  The Pharisees sent guards in vs. 32 to arrest him but it 

does not happen.  In vs. 37-39 he refers to himself as living water as he did with the Samaritan 

woman.  Vs. 40-52 is an argument of where the messiah is to come from.  They don’t know the 

whole story like we do.  We know, out of Egypt, and from Bethlehem, as prophesied. 


