
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Feb. 7, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 327-333 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL 

 

Ez. 19:  Remember that the fourth son of Jacob was Judah, called the lion.  Jerusalem is in Judea 

God summarizes the people of Judea with this allegory of lions.  It is likely that the specifics of 

two cubs are Jehoahaz and Zedekiah, who are brothers that ruled Judea.  The allegory of the vine 

is about David’s line. 

 

Ez. 20:  This is a nice summary of the problems of the family of God, Abraham’s descendants. 

 

Ez. 21:  The phrase ‘Son of man’ is used in this chapter a lot.  The word of God comes through 

him.  Ezekiel foreshadows Jesus in all of this.  A sword or a punishment will come on the people 

but in the fulfilment of this Jesus will have that sword of punishment come on him and thus save 

us, the body of Christ. 

 

Ez. 22:  Because of all the bad behavior of his people, God says in vs. 13: “See, I am brushing 

one hand against the other because of the unjust profits you have made…”  It like brushing the 

dirt off your hands after working in the soil. 

 

Ez. 23:  Here is the story of Jerusalem and all the ways she prostituted herself, which was even 

worse than Samaria which was only connected with a few other countries.  But the north and 

south territories are both going to feel the wrath of God. 

 

Ez. 24:  Here will have an allegory of a pot that is rusty, as from corruption and makes food taste 

bad even when the best food is put in it, so God will get rid of it.  He will even destroy his own 

temple.  This should make us think of the problem of not receiving the Bread of Life worthily.  

When all this happens Ezekiel will speak.  Vs. 27:  That day your mouth shall be opened and you 

shall be dumb no longer.”  Earlier I missed mentioning the part in chapter 3 when God said in vs. 

26: “I will make your tongue stick to your palate so that you will be dumb and unable to rebuke 

them for being a rebellious house.  Only when I speak with you and open your mouth, shall you 

say to them.  Thus says the Lord God!” 

 

Ez. 25:  In vs. 3 we read that the Ammonites are being punished “Because you cried out your joy 

over the desecration of my sanctuary, the devastation of the land of Israel, and the exile of the 

house of Judah…”  Moab, Edom, and the Philistines don’t do well either.  Have you ever heard 

of these countries lately?  Either way I wouldn’t suggesting gloating over their destruction. 

 

Ez. 26:  The city of Tyre will not fare well.  Vs. 20 says: “Then I will thrust you down with those 

who descend into the pit, those of the bygone age: and I will make you dwell in the nether lands, 



in the everlasting ruins, with those who go down to take your place in the land of the living.”  

Burial in those days was placing a body in a cave.  After a while the bones were collected and 

put in a pit with all the other bones of the ancestors.  It saved on gravesites.  So this has a double 

meaning of their bones going to that pit but also the pit of hell.  But remember that as God cleans 

house in this way it does not discount personal judgment, so when a city is destroyed not 

everyone goes to hell, like the innocents.   

 

Ez. 27:  As a seaport, Tyre will not do well either. 

 

Ez. 28:  The prince of Tyre will also be in trouble.  Vs. 6-7: “Because you have thought yourself 

to have the mind of a god, therefore I will bring against you foreigners, the most barbarous of 

nations…”   Vs. 25-26 tell us that all this destruction will happen so that as he gathers the house 

of Israel back from exile, that they will be able to dwell secure. 

 

Ez. 29:  Vs. 9 summarizes what will happen to Egypt.  “The land of Egypt shall become a 

desolate waste…”  I’ve been there, and it still is.  Then in vs. 17-20 we read that God will reward 

Nebuchadnezzar, who didn’t get enough wealth from Tyre, with the wealth of Egypt. 

 

Ez. 30:  This isn’t just the Lord going against Egypt but vs. 5 say that all her allies will also turn 

against Egypt.  Again this will be the work of Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Ez. 31:  This story for the Pharaoh of Egypt about the cypress that grew lofty, even above the 

clouds but then cut down is concluded with vs. 18b: “Such are Pharaoh and all his hordes, says 

the Lord God.” 

 

Ez. 32:  In vs. 2 we read that Pharaoh is like a sea monster.  In vs. 4 God says “I will leave you 

on the land.”  So he will be like a beached whale.  The starting in vs. 17 is more bad news for all 

of Egypt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF SIRACH 

 

Sir. 31:  This is a great set of ideas about wealth, as you try to win the lottery.  The ideas on table 

etiquette are good except vs. 21: “If perforce you have eaten too much, once you have emptied 

your stomach, you will have relief.” 

 

Sir. 32:  It starts with simple and wise etiquette.   Then it lets us know how to understand God’s 

actions in relation to us.  Vs. 14: “He who would find God must accept discipline…” 

 



Sir. 33:  The church is the upholder of the laws of the Lord so this first part helps us understand 

that within her we will be safe.  The verses. 19-33 must have been my Dad’s concept of raising 

kids even though this calls them slaves.  Vs. 26: “Make a slave work and he will look for his rest; 

let his hands be idle and he will seek to be free.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST LETTER OF ST. JOHN 

 

1Jn. 2:  He gives key points again.  Stay away from sin, keep his commandments, which means 

you must love your brother to stay in the light.  In vs. 16: “For all that is in the world, sensual 

lust, enticement for the eyes, and a pretentious life, is not from the Father but is from the world.”  

Vs. 18: “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that the anti-christ is coming, so now 

many anti-christs have appeared.”  In other words, there are false teachers.  For in vs. 22: 

“Whoever denies the Father and the Son, this is the anti-christ.”  Vs. 25 says the result of 

believing is eternal life. 

 

1Jn. 3:  We are called children of God so don’t sin against him.  Vs. 12 reminds us that Cain 

killed his brother and vs. 15 says: “Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know 

that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him.”  That is just like the Sermon on the Mount, 

Mt. 5:21-26.  Vs. 23 ties Jesus into the Great Commandments.  “And his commandment is this: 

we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as he 

commanded us.”  He (God) had commanded that we love him and each other so this is a 

reminder that Jesus is one with the Father. 

 

1Jn. 4:  Vs. 1-6 is an older version of, don’t believe everything you see on the internet.  Then he 

repeats the commandment of love with more similar explanations. 

 

1Jn. 5:  Vs. 5-6: “Who [indeed] is the victor over the world but the one who believes that Jesus 

is the Son of God?  This is the one who came through water and blood…”  This represents 

baptism and Eucharist.  Vs. 15: “And if we know that he hears us in regard to whatever we ask, 

we know that what we have asked him for is ours.”  Vs. 16 is an important qualification: “If 

anyone sees his brother sinning, if the sin is not deadly, he should pray to God and he will give 

him life.  This is only for those whose sin is not deadly.  There is such a thing as deadly sin…”  

Our sacrifice and prayer cannot help anyone in hell. 

 

 

THE SECOND LETTER OF JOHN 

 

This is a very quick letter to a family to keep them on the right track. 

 



 

 

THE THIRD LETTER OF JOHN 

 

Vs. 8 is about supporting missionaries: “Therefore, we ought to support such persons, so that we 

may be co-workers in the truth.”  Also be good and don’t imitate evil. 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

 

I suggest when you read this last book of the Bible, that you pretend that you are at Mass.  But 

don’t think of being at Mass at STM but in heaven, and that it is the eternal Mass that we all 

participate in each time we celebrate Mass.  As you can read in the introduction this book is 

written in a particular style called apocalyptic literature.  It was a helpful style in times of severe 

persecution because, if the bad guys got a hold of it and tried to read it, they wouldn’t be able to 

understand it.  When I can’t understand it, then I feel like a bad guy.  But if I think I am at Mass, 

it makes sense again. 

 

Rev. 1:  The prologue is the key.  This is the revelation of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is also revealed to 

us in the Mass, in the scriptures and in the breaking of the bread.  Vs. 4-8 are like the greeting at 

Mass.  We are introduced as being in the presence of the Father and the Son.  The Holy Spirit is 

arranging the revelation.  Vs. 9-20 are the penitential rite.  Vs. 17: “When I caught sight of him, I 

fell down at his feet a though dead.  He touched me with his right hand and said, ‘Do not be 

afraid.  I am the first and the last, the one who lives….’” 

 

 


