
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Feb. 14, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 334-340 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL 

 

Ez. 33:  Ezekiel is named the Lord’s watchman.  In vs. 6: “But if the watchman sees the sword 

coming and fails to blow the warning trumpet, so that the sword comes and takes anyone, I will 

hold the watchman responsible for that person’s death, even though that person is taken because 

of his own sin.”  Vs. 11 is an important description of God: “As I live, says the Lord, I swear I 

take no pleasure in the death of the wicked man, but rather in the wicked man’s conversion, that 

he may live.”  Then in vs. 12: “The virtue which a man has practiced will not save him on the 

day that he sins; neither will the wickedness that a man has done bring about his downfall on the 

day that he turns from his wickedness.”  This is not a football game in which we keep score.  It is 

a matter of becoming loyal to the king or not.  In vs. 22 “My mouth was opened, and I was dumb 

no longer.”  This is déjà vu all over from Ez. 24:27, which says: “…that day your mouth shall be 

opened and you shall be dumb no longer.  Thus you shall be a sign to them, and they shall know 

that I am the Lord.”  As a preacher I appreciate vs. 32b:  “They listen to your words, but they 

will not obey them.  But when it comes—and it is surely coming!—they shall know that there 

was a prophet among them.” 

 

Ez. 34:  This whole chapter is about good and bad shepherds and the consequences.  It is a good 

follow-up of the last chapter.  The Separation of the Sheep section, vs. 17-31, was probably a 

good thing for Jesus to meditate on as he was growing up, in order to understand his role.  Vs. 23 

announces him as coming, “I will appoint one shepherd over them to pasture them, my servant 

David; he shall pasture them and be their shepherd.  I, the Lord, will be their God, and my 

servant David shall be prince among them.”  This was written long after David was dead and 

gone so it is obviously talking about a successor/king.  All of this sets up the Judgment of 

Nations by the king in Mt.25. 

 

Ez. 35:  This chapter is about the coming downfall of Mount Seir in Edom. 

 

Ez. 36:  God will rebuild Israel.  Vs. 24: “For I will take you away from among the nations, 

gather you from all foreign lands, and bring you back to your own land.  I will sprinkle clean 

water upon you to cleanse you from all your impurities, and from all your idols I will cleanse 

you.”  This is really about heaven which is the only place it can be and last.  So, judgment 

separates the sheep from the goats, but this chapter has been about how the king will clean up the 

sheep before letting them into his kingdom. 

 

Ez. 37:  This story of the bones being resurrected is important because it reminds us that this 

new life if not just for those who survive but even those who have died, which is what we believe 

as Christians.  It also helps us remember that it is a belief in the resurrection of the body and not 



just the soul.  The story of the two sticks is a reminder that we need to stick together; pun 

intended.  But more important is that heaven will not be two countries. 

 

Ez. 38-39:  This is just so we know that the bad guys will not win, but as in Ez. 39:28: “Thus 

they shall know that I, the Lord, am their God, since I who exiled them among the nations, will 

gather them back on their land, not leaving any of them behind.”  Do you feel like you are exiled 

here?  You are, since you were meant to live in the kingdom of Heaven.  But those who cling to 

the things of this world are not seeing themselves as exiles and feel this world is home.  That will 

mean that heaven will not be their home. 

 

Ez. 40:  This starts a whole section on a future view of the temple.  We have just heard all about 

who will be destroyed, so now we will hear what God will set up in its place.  It should be 

understood on two levels.  The first would be the rebuilding of the nation of Israel and its temple.  

The second would be the New Heavens, New Earth, and the New Jerusalem.  The man that 

looked like bronze in vs. 3 is a representative sent from the Lord.  It is about as exciting as 

reading blue prints.  My apologies to the architects that think that blue prints are fun.  Just get the 

idea that it is well planned out and will be big. 

 

Ez. 41:  Vs. 22 even mentions an altar: “This is the table which is before the Lord.”  Otherwise, 

it is more details. 

 

Ez. 42:  In vs. 13b we have the description of what will be the rectory kitchen: “here the priests 

who draw near to the Lord shall eat the most sacred meals, and here they shall keep the most 

sacred offerings: for it is a holy place.”  This is like a fire station in which they don’t leave to go 

home when they are on duty. 

 

Ez. 43:  Vs. 7 would be their version of a tabernacle.  “The voice said to me:  Son of man, this is 

where I will set the soles of my feet; here I will dwell among the Israelites forever.”  The forever 

part would have to be about heaven, and not our finite world.  The description of the altar and its 

usage in vs. 13-27 is a reminder that the altar was to offer sacrifices.  In this case that would still 

be animal sacrifice for the temple they would build.  Jesus would be the sacrifice in the New 

Heavens. 

 

Ez. 44:  Vs. 9: “Thus says the Lord God:  No foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and in flesh, 

shall ever enter my sanctuary; none of the foreigners who live among the Israelites.”  Remember 

only family will be able to stay in heaven.  The temple is the place where God connects with His 

family.  Vs. 20-21: “They (the priests) shall not shave their heads nor let their hair hang loose, 

but they shall keep their hair carefully trimmed.  No priest shall drink wine when he is to enter 

the inner court.”  Vs. 28:  They shall have no inheritance, for I am their inheritance; you shall 

give them no property in Israel, for I am their property.”  Just like in the founding of Israel.  Vs. 

31 says they should not eat road kill. 

 

Ez. 45:  If you do the figures in vs. 1 to find out how big this area is, with a cubit being 18 

inches, you will have a place a little over 6 miles by 6 miles.  In vs. 3: they are instructed to have 

a place for “the sanctuary, the holy of holies.”  Then are instructions in vs. 9-12 for being fair 



and in vs. 13-17 for making offerings.  Then are instructions for renewing the feasts:  Passover in 

vs. 18-24, and the Feast of Booths in vs. 25. 

 

Ez. 46:  Vs. 8-18 are about the prince.  I think this is to foreshadow Jesus as the Son of the King.  

Vs. 20 lets us know that in the kitchen: “Here the priests cook the guilt offerings and the sin 

offerings…”  Personally, I would have a lot to learn about cooking, since I microwave instead of 

grilling.   

 

Ez. 47:  This chapter presents the image of the stream flowing from the temple that is a 

foreshadowing of grace from God and baptism, from which the family of God will flourish.  

Then is the re-dividing of the land for the tribes of Israel. 

 

Ez. 48:  This finishes the dividing of the land for the people and their prince, Jesus.  The last line 

of the book is great: “The name of the City shall henceforth be “The Lord is here.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF SIRACH 

 

Sir. 34:  Vs. 1-17 are about trusting in the Lord rather than anything else.  Then the chapter 

finishes with good common sense. 

 

Sir. 35:  Vs. 14 is the OT version of being there for the most vulnerable: “He is not deaf to the 

wail of the orphan, nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint…”  As I have mentioned 

before the unborn and the aged are in that category now. 

 

Sir. 36:  Reading this chapter should fit right into what we are reading in Ezekiel and Daniel; 

crush the enemy and vs. 12: “Take pity on your holy city, Jerusalem, your dwelling place.”  Vs. 

24: “A wife is her husband’s richest treasure, a helpmate, a steady column.”  The helpmate part 

is to make sure that husbands don’t think they own their wives.  Vs. 25b: “A man with no wife 

becomes a homeless wanderer.”  I have only lived in 17 places since I have left home, and I am 

actually married with the Church as my bride. 

 

Sir. 37:  Vs. 12: “Instead, associate with a religious man, who you are sure keeps the 

commandments; who is like-minded with yourself and will feel for you if your fall.”  So I can’t 

wear the T-shirt that my brothers like: “It is all fun and games until someone gets hurt.  Then it is 

hilarious.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

 

Again, I suggest when you read this last book of the Bible, that you pretend that you are at Mass.  

But don’t think of being at Mass at STM but in heaven, and that it is the eternal Mass that we all 

participate in each time we celebrate Mass.   

 

Rev. 2:  Now we have the liturgy of the Word.  These first readings are like the NT letters by 

Paul, Peter, & John, etc.  They are confronting the area churches with teachings and exhortations.  

Since those writers were inspired by the Holy Spirit, we have these writings to Ephesus, Smyrna, 

Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.  Paul preached in Ephesus, and it is 

where John had been with Mary before her Assumption.  It is mentioned first.  As John already 

mentioned in ch.1:9 he is now exiled on the island of Patmos.  This was an island that was hard 

to get to and John had a cave in which he had these revelations.  My personal guess is that the 

seven gold lampstands are good leaders who represent Christ, like a bishops or priests.  He warns 

them about false teachers who would be representing Christ.  Vs. 7 ties us right back to the 

beginning of the Bible: “To the victor I will give the right to eat from the tree of life that is in the 

garden of God.” 

To Smyrna, which obviously is not as wealthy as the thriving seaport city of Ephesus, he warns 

against members of the assembly about Satan.  Anyone who is not a part of the kingdom of God 

is a part of the kingdom of Satan. 

To Pergamum he praises them, even though they live where the leader of the earthly kingdom of 

Rome is worshipped, they are staying strong with Jesus.  But he does have a problem with some 

of them who are teaching some false teachings. 

To Thyatira he has praise for their love, faith, service, and endurance.  But he warns against a 

false teacher whom he calls Jezebel.  That is probably not her real name since so much of this is 

written in code but she was probably someone in power in the city, like Jezebel was. 

 

Rev. 3:  To Sardis he writes that most of them are spiritually dead because they have abandoned 

what they have been taught, but a few are still clean.  Vs. 5: “The victor will thus be dressed in 

white, and I will never erase his name from the book of life but will acknowledge this name in 

the presence of my father and of his angels.”  This is because they will be a part of this wedding 

banquet forever, wearing white robes, like the parable Jesus told of the wedding banquet. 

To Philadelphia he praises their works but warns them of false teachers who would be tied to 

Satan.  Vs. 12: “The victor I will make into a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will never 

leave it again.  On him I will inscribe the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, 

the New Jerusalem…”  We will be living stones making up the temple of the Lord, or the Body 

of Christ, as we live forever in the New Jerusalem. 

To Laodicea in vs. 15-16, he mocks that “you are neither cold nor hot” but lukewarm.  “I will 

spit you out of my mouth.”  Getting into heaven will obviously not be a matter of “I kind of 

knew God and kind of like my fellow man.  Vs. 20: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If 

anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with 

me.”  That is a famous image of Jesus at a door with no handle to open from the outside.  We 

have to open our hearts to him from the inside. 

 

Rev. 4:  Now we have the Gospel reading.  This isn’t just the Word of God at the pulpit but the 

glory of God and the communion of elders, listening to what is described in vs. 7: “The first 



creature resembled a lion, the second was a calf, the third had a face like that of a human being, 

and the fourth looked like an eagle in flight.  These are the Gospel writers.  The response in 

heaven is like what we say in response to the Gospel reader’s “A reading from the Gospel 

according to…”  “Glory to you O Lord.”  This is the message of salvation and we need to pay 

attention and praise God for his work.  After the gospel we say, “Praise to you Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

Rev. 5:  This chapter is still the proclamation of the Gospel.  The scroll in vs. 1 is the word of 

God.  The lamb is the Word made Flesh.  He is the lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David.  

The four living creatures are the Gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John.  It has the seven 

seals, which are about the culmination of all things, or the end of the world; which only the 

Father knows.  The seven horns and seven eyes of the Lamb are his complete attributes of 

goodness.  Seven means complete, like creation.  Everyone sings a long version of Alleluia. 

 

Rev. 6:  Now think in terms of the message of the Gospel, which is all about what we must do to 

be saved and what the Lord has done to make that possible.  Like the four Gospels it has scary 

news for those who aren’t saved.  We have the white horse and its rider with a bow, which is all 

a symbol of victorious power.  Then the red horse and rider with a sword, which is all a symbol 

of war.  The third symbol is the black horse and rider with a scale, which is all a symbol of 

famine because there is no food to weigh.  The fourth seal is the pale green horse and rider with 

Hades at his side; which all represents death.  The fifth seal is the martyrs who wonder when it 

will all be done?  The sixth seal is about the Day of Judgment.  Vs. 17: “because the great day of 

their wrath has come and who can withstand it?” 

 

Rev. 7:  Vs. 3 is about those who will be saved: “Do not damage the land or the sea or the trees 

until we put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.”  This is like the blood on the 

door posts in Exodus and the ‘T’ in the foreheads in Ez. 9:4.  The numbers are symbolic.  They 

are not a limit for each tribe.  Vs. 9 lets us know that there will be a multitude from every nation, 

race, people, and tongue.  Remember psalm branches are air-conditioning.  Vs. 14: “These are 

the ones who have survived the time of great distress; they have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  Vs. 16: “They will not hunger or thirst anymore.”  And 

like baby shampoo, there will be no more tears. 

 

Rev. 8:  Now we have the seventh seal.  To me this seems to be the transition between the 

Gospel and the rest of the Mass.  For now, in vs. 3, we hear about the altar.  At first there is 

silence for about half an hour.  Then is incense representing the prayers of all the holy ones.  In 

vs. 5 the power of these prayers is thrown down to the earth.  The trumpet players seem to be the 

retribution for those who are not saved.  In vs. 7: the first trumpet brings hail and fire mixed with 

blood, which destroys a third of the land and its produce.  Vs. 8-9 is the second trumpet, which 

messes up the sea and its creatures and the ships.  In vs. 10-11 the third angel blew his trumpet 

and starts to wipe out the rivers or the fresh water which becomes bitter like the wormwood.  In 

vs. 12-13 is the fourth trumpet, which wipes out a third of the light sources.  The response is 

Woe. 


