
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Feb. 28, 2020 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 348-354 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET HOSEA 

 

Hosea began his prophetic career in the last years of King Jeroboam II of the northern kingdom, 

Israel.  His wife is unfaithful and Hosea used that image to portray the infidelity of the people to 

God.  These prophecies are not new to us, for the word of God is consistent.   

 

Hos. 1:  Hosea takes Gomer for his wife.  It doesn’t say specifically that she was unfaithful when 

they married, but it is implied.  God uses the situation to make a point about Israel being 

unfaithful.  They have two children who become the image of the consequences of infidelity.  

One is punishment and the other is lack of pity.  This is Israel, the northern kingdom right before 

its fall. 

 

Hos. 2:  God does not like the wild partying that is part of the worship of Baal.  The thing to pick 

up from this is the image of marriage that is intended between God and his people. 

 

Hos. 3:  Obviously the marriage does not start well. 

 

Hos. 4:  Vs. 1b should read: “No fidelity, no mercy, no knowledge of God; no heaven.  Hosea’s 

version is longer and more descriptive.  Obviously, they had problems with priests back then 

also, for vs. 9 summarizes with, “The priests shall fare no better than the people: I will punish 

them for their ways, and repay them for their deeds.” 

 

Hos. 5:  Here is more bad news concerning priests and leaders.  Then God lets them know he 

does not appreciate that they tried to go around his wrath by making alliances with other 

countries. 

 

Hos. 6:  Vs. 1-2: “Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has rent, but he will heal us; 

he has struck us, but he will bind our wounds.  He will revive us after two days; on the third day 

he will raise us up, to live in his presence.”  As St. Paul says, if we die with him, we will live 

with him. 

 

Hos. 7:  Vs. 1b-2: “They practice falsehood, thieves break in, bandits plunder abroad.  Yet they 

do not remind themselves that I remember all their wickedness.”  Too many still don’t remind 

themselves today.  Vs. 7b: “All their kings have fallen; none of them calls upon me.”  Only the 

King of kings did and he still reigns. 

 

Hos. 8:  Vs. 1: “A trumpet to your lips, you who watch over the house of the Lord!  Since they 

have violated my covenant, and sinned against my law…”  I suppose this is a message to 

Archangel Gabriel who will sound the last trumpet. 



 

Hos. 9:  Here Hosea is reminding the people of all the horrible things they and their ancestors 

have done, since they will not remind themselves. 

 

Hos. 10:  Vs. 8b is quoted by Jesus when he talked to the daughters of Jerusalem on the way to 

Calvary: “Then they shall cry out to the mountains, “Cover us!” and to the hills, “Fall upon us!” 

 

Hos. 11:  Vs. 1, contains one line of prophecy that is a very critical clue to the Messiah: “out of 

Egypt I called my son.”  In Mt.2:15, “He stayed there until the death of Herod, that what the 

Lord had said through the prophet might be fulfilled, “out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 

Hos. 12:  I had mentioned before how the Middle East has a communal attitude rather than an 

individualistic one like we have in the USA.  So in vs. 3-7 it is talking about Jacob’s sins but he 

is simply the representative of his people.  I don’t know if this means that Jacob shouldn’t have 

wrestled with the angel, and won.  The only thing I can think of is that Jacob’s fidelity was not 

passed on to his family and ancestors that is the problem.   

 

Hos. 13:  Many people have the question as to whether the alternative to heaven is always 

eternal punishment.  Vs. 2b+3 are talking about those who worship idols.  “Men kiss calves!  

Therefore, they shall be like a morning cloud or like the dew that early passes away, like chaff 

storm-driven from the threshing floor or like smoke out of the window.”  This makes it seem that 

at least some will just pass away.  Other parts of scripture say it is eternal, like Jesus saying in 

Mt. 25:41: “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire!”  The C.C.C. gives the official 

church teaching in paragraph 1035: “The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and 

its eternity.  Immediately after death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend 

into hell, where they suffer the punishments of hell, “eternal fire.””  Some would ask whether 

eternal fire means eternal punishment.  Yes, because the world will come to an end and so will 

the human race on earth so there is no sense to eternal fire when all the souls have been 

destroyed already.  Eventually I will have a whole session on eternal hell. 

 

Hos. 14:  This chapter is the good news for those who return to the Lord.  Vs. 5: “I will heal their 

defection, I will love them freely; for my wrath is turned away from them.”  Vs. 10: “Let him 

who is wise understand these things; let him who is prudent know them.” 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET JOEL 

 

The book was composed about 400 B.C. when things are going badly in Judah because of a 

locust infestation.  

 

Joel 1:  This sounds like someone sounding the alarm in vs. 14: “Proclaim a fast, call an 

assembly; gather the elders, all who dwell in the land into the house of the Lord, your God, and 

cry to the Lord!” 

 

Joel 2:  Same kind of alarm in vs. 1: “Blow the trumpet in Zion, sound the alarm on my holy 

mountain!  Let all who dwell in the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming…” 



 

Joel 3:  St. Peter quotes and refers to vs. 1-5 at Pentecost, Acts 2:16-21.  The fact that Peter does 

this shows that these short prophetic books are not less important, just less wordy. 

 

Joel 4:  This is about the judgment.  Vs. 13 is referenced in Rev. 14:15 as a part of the final 

judgment.  The last part from vs. 17-21 is the good news of God being with his people in Zion, 

or the new heavens and new earth as we will know it. 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET AMOS 

 

Unlike the time when Joel was a prophet, Amos lived in the good times of Judah, back in 786-

746 B.C.  His calling is to denounce the hollow prosperity of the northern kingdom, Israel.  In 

other words, prosperity is not necessarily a sign of being close to God. 

 

Am. 1-6:  The first three chapters are the bad news for the bad guys.  Chapters 3-5a are bad news 

for the complacent in Israel, who are too rich.  Am. 5:7-6:14 are the woes which set up the 

Sermon on the Plain in the Gospel of Luke 6:20-26. 

 

Am. 7:  Amos has visions of God punishing Israel.  So in vs. 12 they want to send him south:  

To Amos, Amaziah said: “Off with you, visionary, flee to the land of Judah.”  Then vs. 14: 

“Amos answered Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor have I belonged to a company of prophets; I 

was a shepherd and a dresser of sycamores.”  So, even farmers get called to serve God. 

 

Am. 8:  We hear in vs. 2 that the time is ripe and in vs. 4-10 that the people’s greed is what God 

is angry about.  In vs. 11: “Yes, days are coming, says the Lord God, when I will send famine 

upon the land:  not a famine of bread, or thirst for water, but for hearing the word of the Lord.”  I 

don’t know if this is about hell or is about how each generation’s sinfulness gets them to the 

point of some of their parents wishing that their kids would listen to the Lord again. 

 

Am. 9:  Vs. 11, “On that day I will raise up the fallen hut of David.”  This is quoted by James in 

Acts 15:16, so the good news is what Amos is prophesying in vs. 17: “But on Mount Zion there 

shall be a portion saved…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF SIRACH 

 

Sir. 42:  This chapter starts with things we should not be ashamed of, like the “law of the Most 

High and his precepts…”  Then vs. 9-14 are about a father worrying about his daughter.  This 

chapter finishes with awe for God’s works. 



 

Sir. 43:  This continues the awe for God’s works.  Vs. 11: “Behold the rainbow!  Then bless its 

Maker, for majestic indeed is its splendor…” 

This refers to God’s power over nature, which makes it important for Jesus to do things like walk 

on water. 

 

Sir. 44:  Vs. 1 is the clue to this chapter: “Now will I praise those godly men, our ancestors, each 

in his own time…”  So chapters 44-50 give a eulogy of the heroes of Israel.  It praises those who 

were a part of God’s work. 

 

Sir. 45:  Vs. 7, “He make him (Aaron) perpetual in his office when he bestowed on him the 

priesthood of his people; he established him in honor and crowned him with lofty majesty…”  

This is one of the many times the priesthood is foreshadowed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

 

Rev. 16:  Now we get more details of the seven angels with their plagues.  The seventh is the 

completion of it all. 

 

Rev. 17:  Vs. 1-6 describe the city of Rome as Babylon the great, the harlot.  That Rome no 

longer has power, only ruins and the Catholic Church is strong.  This is part of what I have been 

mentioning that this is in eternal time for at the time this was written, the Roman Empire was 

very strong.  The rest is a description of the vision of Rome. 

 

Rev. 18:  Remember that Rome was the oppressor of Israel at the time this was written and this 

would have been good news for the Jewish converts, and the Gentile converts would have been 

astounded but, since most of them were poor and also oppressed, they would also have been 

happy I think.  This whole chapter is about Rome’s destruction as it is seen from the heavenly 

viewpoint. 

 

Rev. 19:  Vs. 4 is like the end of our Eucharistic Prayers: “The twenty-four elders and the four 

living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen. Alleluia.”  

We sing it after “Through him, and with him…”  Vs. 9: “Then the angel said to me, “Write this:  

Blessed are those who have been called to the wedding feast of the lamb.””  By this time we 

know who has shown up for Jesus talked about the people who didn’t show up.  This is what vs. 

11-21 are about. 

 



Rev. 20:  Here is another look at the battle between good and evil.  The thousand-year concepts 

are a way of looking at the battle as something that happens over a long period of time even 

though this vision is short, because it is a look into eternal time.  Vs. 11-15 are about the book of 

life which is a reminder that God is keeping track through all of this linear time. 

 

Rev. 21:  Vs. 1: “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.  The former heaven and the former 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.”  That would be good for all those desert 

dwellers, having no sea or sea monsters.  Vs. 4: “He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and 

there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away.”  

Vs. 5, “Behold, I make all things new” is quoted in the movie Passion of the Christ, but when 

Jesus is carrying his cross.  Vs. 5-6 are the Amen after the final blessing at Mass. Vs. 6 says, 

“They are accomplished.”  For sinners (vs. 8) their lot is in the burning pool of fire and sulfur, 

which is the second death.”  Then is the New Jerusalem with no temple for the Lord is the 

temple, as Jesus said to High Priests. 

 

Rev. 22:  Vs. 1-5 tells how everything needed will be provided.  The last part of the book is like 

Jesus sending John back from the vision with warnings, like the dismissal at Mass.  “The Mass is 

ended, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.” 

 

 

 

 


