
Bible Study Lesson Summary, Mar. 7, 2021 

 

Today’s lesson includes Days 355-361 on your reading guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET OBADIAH 

 

This is stern stuff, but in 1Cor. 1:19 St. Paul says, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 

learning of the learned I will set aside.”  Paul is talking of the paradox of the cross, but it 

matches Ob. 8, “Shall I not, says the Lord, on that day make the wise men disappear from Edom, 

and understanding from the mount of Esau?”   

 

The message is that the bad guys will be destroyed and, vs. 17, “But on Mount Zion there shall 

be a portion saved; the mountain shall be holy…”  It goes on to say that besides that portion, vs. 

18, the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame; The house of Esau shall 

be stubble, and they shall set them ablaze and devour them…” 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET JONAH 

 

This has been a really important book for many scholars, centuries ago.  Michelangelo reflected 

this in the Sistine Chapel.  Jonah is prominent. 

 

Jon. 1:  Jonah hates Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, because he knows how God wants to use 

this nation against the Jews.  So he doesn’t want them to be saved.  He wants them to be 

destroyed.  So he doesn’t want them to be talked into repentance, for then they would escape the 

wrath of God.  Of course God gets His way and Jonah ends up doing what God wants him to do 

and the people of Nineveh repent.  Jonah doesn’t want to understand God’s mercy. 

 

Jon. 2:  In vs. 1, Jonah is “in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.”  In Mt.12:40-41 

Jesus states, “Just as Jonah was in the belly of the whale three days and three nights, so will the 

Son of Man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.  At the judgment, the men of 

Nineveh will arise with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of 

Jonah; and there is something greater than Jonah here.”  What I had never noticed before was vs. 

3b: “From the midst of the nether world I cried for help, and you heard my voice.”  That means 

that Jonah was dead in the belly of the fish or whale as Jesus calls it. 

 

Jon. 3:  It is astounding that the people repented.  It had to be due to the fact that God used an 

enemy as the messenger.   

 



Jon. 4:  Now Jonah is upset because they repented and God is not going to smite them, so God 

has to teach him a lesson about the way he cares about things. 

 

 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET MICAH 

 

Micah goes through most of the same kinds of warnings as his contemporary Isaiah but he is 

much briefer.   

 

Micah 1:  Micah is to publish a whole lot of warnings to the people. 

 

Micah 2:  More warnings but in vs. 12 is hope for some: “I will gather you, O Jacob, each and 

every one, I will assemble all the remnant of Israel…” 

 

Micah 3:  In vs. 5: “Thus says the Lord regarding the prophets who lead my people astray; who, 

when their teeth have something to bite, announce peace, but when one fails to put something in 

their mouth proclaim war against him.”  In other words, it is not prophecy but self-serving greed. 

 

Micah 4:  Vs. 2-3 are heard a lot at Christmas in the “Messiah” and in the readings for Mass.  

“He shall judge between many peoples and impose terms on strong and distant nations; they 

shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not 

raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again.”  In vs. 7 it says: “And the 

Lord shall be king over them …from now on forever.”  This is a version of Lk 1:31, “the Lord 

God will give him the throne of David his father…and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 

Micah 5:  Here Micah does add several clues that are important in pointing out the Messiah.  

The most famous is repeated in Mt. 2:6.  Vs. 1-3, “But you, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to 

be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth from me one who is to be ruler in Israel; 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient times… He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by 

the strength of the Lord.” 

 

Micah 6:  There are more famous lines.  Vs. 7b:  Shall I give my first-born for my crime…”  Vs. 

8b: “Love goodness, and to walk humbly with your God.”  Vs. 14:  You shall eat, without being 

satisfied, food that will leave you empty…”  Jesus warned about food that would not keep them 

full in Jn. 6:27:  “Do not work for food that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal 

life…” 

 

Micah 7:  Vs. 6 about a man’s enemies being those of his household, sounds a lot like Mt.10:35. 

 

Sorry, I forgot to do the rest of the prophets for this week, so I will cover all the rest of the 

prophets next week. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE BOOK OF SIRACH 

 

Sir. 46-50:  These chapters give more eulogies of the heroes of Israel.  It praises those who were 

a part of God’s work.  In baptism we are baptized into Christ, who is priest, prophet, and king.  

These are the priests, prophets and kings by which Jesus is foreshadowed, in order to become the 

great High Priest, the fulfillment of prophecy, and the King of kings. 

Remembering these heroes is also the same idea of our keeping track of the saints.  Comparing 

ourselves to heroes helps us strive to be better.  Having role-models can give us encouragement 

in particularly hard circumstances, knowing that others have faced similar situations and won. 

Think of stained-glass windows of saints.  What makes them beautiful is that the sun shines 

through them so that their particular gifts can be appreciated.  When Christ shines through us and 

we glorify him, our gifts are enhanced.  Each of these heroes, each saint, and hopefully, each of 

us does the same in a unique way.  The best thing for each person to do is pick a particular hero 

that catches your attention.  That person can then be another patron saint. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW 

 

Chapter 1:    

 

You should be able to identify a lot more of the names in the genealogy after this Bible study and 

get more of the points that Matthew is trying to make to show what kind of people Jesus comes 

from, and the work he must do to save them. 

This is Jesus’ family history.  I hope this helps you get my point on how important family is to 

God in building the Kingdom.   

Realize that since Mary was already betrothed, so she was in danger of being stoned for sex 

outside of her marriage to Joseph.  Why is this important.  Having sex with another man would 

break up the family, and God uses the family to be the model of the Kingdom where having a 

false god can break up the kingdom.  In this case, it is the King of Heaven who seeks this 

insertion of His Son into this family.  He has that right but even he seeks permission through 

Gabriel.  Joseph trusted in his dream and saved her and Jesus from that that early death.  It 

helped that he knew scripture, Isaiah 7:14, which is quoted in Mt. 1:23, “a virgin shall be with 

child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel. 

 

Chapter 2:  The biggest thing to pick up on the visit of the magi is that this is a reinforcement of 

the kingdom basis in the Bible.  Even as an infant, he is recognized as the King of kings.  Some 

of the kings, like Herod do not accept this.  It will do him no good.  Even though he tries to kill 

Jesus, as St. John would say, it is not yet his hour.  The gifts show what kind of king Jesus will 

be.  He will not collect taxes, but what is precious will be offered to him.  The incense represents 

his divinity and helps understand he is an eternal king, even as he is getting myrrh, representing 

death.  



 

By now you have read that the reference about the star comes from Numbers 24:17. Jesus being 

from Bethlehem as the birthplace, you just read in Micah 5:2.   That the magi are kings comes 

from the psalms as do a couple of the gifts, Psalm 72.   

The Flight into Egypt is prophesied in Hosea 11/1.  The Massacre of the Infants ties Jesus into 

the greatest leader and provider of God’s law, Moses.  Rachel was the second wife of Jacob.  She 

had two sons, Joseph and Benjamin.  They thought Joseph was dead but was only a slave in 

Egypt, and then Benjamin was taken to Egypt to be a prisoner (by Joseph in order to get his 

family to Egypt).  Even the fact that Joseph, the wife of Mary, has the same name as Joseph who 

was the one who faced difficulties and still saved his family, is significant.  Also note that vs. 20 

says, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 

child’s life are dead.”  This reaffirms that Jesus is not Joseph’s son or it would say, talk your son.  

And going back to Israel follows the OT Joseph.  The bones of the OT Joseph went back to 

Israel. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE 

 

 

Lk. 1:  Vs. 13 says “you shall name him John.”  Why?  King David had a great friendship with 

Jonathan, who would have died for him.  This John will die for Jesus’ plan.  But he will then be 

replaced with another John, who will continue the friendship to help with the eternal nature of 

the family of God.  John the Baptist’s lifestyle is an important thing for us to focus on as we try 

to welcome the King into our lives.  We don’t have to live on grasshoppers and wild honey 

before communion but we do have to fast. 

In vs. 26 we go to the story of Gabriel and Mary.  Vs. 27 mentions she is from the house of 

David, which is critical to the kingdom focus. 

In Vs. 38, Mary says, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to me according 

to your word.”  Even though she is to be the queen mother, in this world, she is still to serve the 

Lord.  “Know him, love him, and serve him in this world…” as the Baltimore Catechism said. 

Benedict, when he was still pope wrote a couple books, on Jesus of Nazareth.  One of the things I 

remember him pointing out was that the path that Mary took to visit Elizabeth, would have been 

similar to the travels of the Ark of the Covenant in King David’s time.  She is the new Ark of the 

Covenant. When Elizabeth saw Mary in vs. 41, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  That 

would have meant that both she and John had to be freed from Original Sin for her to be filled.  

Like they had been baptized.  Vs. 46, Mary’s Canticle makes her the ultimate model for stained-

glass windows, because Her soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.  The Son shines through 

her.  When we pray that prayer, we need to think of it as each of us praying that we will be able 

to pray it as if it is our reality, that our soul will proclaim the greatness of the Lord.   

I am also amazed at God’s sense of humor in the story of the neighbors of Zechariah making 

signs for him to tell them the name of his and Elizabeth’s baby.  I think his response should have 

been to write, “I’m not deaf, I just can’t speak.”  All they had to do was ask.  He could hear 

them. 

Vs. 69 says, “He has raised up a horn for our salvation within the house of David his servant…”  

Zechariah is not referring to John for they come from the priestly line of Aaron, and the house of 

Levi.  He is focusing on Jesus, whom he barely knows, except through prophecy, which would 

have been very important to him. 



 

Lk. 2:  Vs. 13 mentions a multitude of the heavenly host.  The devil must have cued into that 

when he tempted Jesus 30 years later, testing to see if Jesus really have legions of angels at his 

command.  That would certainly apply to the tactics used against Jesus. 

Vs. 14, …and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  This is a theme of Luke but is 

not just about the peace that Caesar is temporarily supplying, but eternal peace in heaven, but 

only for those who follow him. 

The story of Simeon and Anna is a good reminder to me of the pun, “Atheism is a non-prophet 

organization.”  Christianity is filled with prophets. 

Here we learn about the census and the trip to Bethlehem, the name of the town meaning house 

of bread, the manger where animals ate from, being the place for the baby, and the shepherds 

who witnessed angels.  The angels did not come to praise the shepherds like Gabriel did with 

Mary.  No, they were afraid of them.  The angels come to announce the newborn king, who is 

different than the one people knew in their world at that time.  Jesus the king was the opposite of 

Caesar Augustus, who had himself made the son of god by having his father named a god after 

his father’s death, which the senate did, not realizing that it would make their living king the son 

of god.   

The Holy Family’s yearly trip to celebrate Passover in Jerusalem is significant.  They were 

teaching Jesus the significance of this celebration.  Parents have to do the same with bringing 

their children to Mass. 

Vs. 51 reminds us that Mary had to ponder all of these things in her heart.  We have been doing 

that by this year-long Bible study.  During Lent we should be doing the same with the Stations of 

the Cross.  Mary was the first one to do the Stations, following her son’s footsteps during his 

passion. 

 


