
             Oct. 12-13, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

 

Thank you for your prayers.  Because of them I was not needed as a discussion leader for any of 

the groups at the clergy conference.  The topic was far more helpful for the young clergy.  Most of 

us old codgers live it everyday that we function as pastors.  As usual, the best part of the 

conference was being with so many of my brother priests. 

 

The shingling project is scheduled to start this Monday.  They will not be removing the old 

shingles, which should save time and make a difference in weather delays.  As you can imagine, 

the biggest delays come when there is lightning.  Some of you have been worried about how these 

metal shingles will work with the STM roof which is different because it is held up by cables.  

Because of that cable system there is some movement of the roof similar to a suspension bridge.  

Let me give you a little information on how that works. 

 

On a regular peaked roof, the two sides actually lean against each other.  That pushes stress from 

the weight of the roof out to the side of the building.  That is why the gigantic cathedrals have 

flying buttresses on the sides to keep the side walls from collapsing outward.  With the design of 

STM the two sides do not lean on each other for support.  The designers didn’t figure that the 

middle section of the roof could withstand that pressure.  That is where the suspension cables 

come into play.  They support much of the weight of the two sides of the roof.  Because of that 

system we have been told there is more movement of the roof than other churches.  That 

movement is not a matter of each side being flexible.  Those massive beams that you see on the 

interior keep that from happening.   

 

If each side were flexible there would be boards between those beams breaking apart during 

every wind storm.  This is why the metal shingles will be okay.  They are screwed into those 

boards.  What has a bigger tendency to shift is a whole side of the roof against the middle section.  

That is what you hear when the wind is blowing.  It obviously doesn’t actually move a lot, because 

it would create massive cracks in that middle section where it connects with the side sections.  In 

reality, STM’s roof must not move much more than a regular peaked roof.  What these metal 

shingles will solve is the problem of having asphalt shingles fall off every year.  I’ve mentioned 

before that asphalt shingles seal in place with the help of the heat of the sun.  Because much of 

STM’s roof is vertical, this does go well.  These shingles will be screwed on and don’t need to seal 

against each other.  The screws hold them tight against each other. 

 

I have been doing the Anointing of the Sick for a lot of people during this last month.  For that 

reason, I am thinking that the parish is due to have an Anointing at Mass.  I will be doing that 

during the weekend Masses next weekend, Oct. 19-20.  This is for anyone seriously ill, has a 

serious chronic illness, or is over 65 years old.   The last couple popes haven’t said it this way, but 



anyone over 65 has one foot on a banana peal because of the reality that their body is 

deteriorating enough to receive the sacrament.  I will administer the sacrament during the homily 

time and ask everyone who is not receiving the sacrament to pray for those who are.  By doing this 

at the regular Masses everyone gets to have the realization of how many people we have to pray 

for just because of illness. 

 

Last but certainly not least, the parish festival is finished.  It was wonderful.  God provided us with 

the best day of weather of the past three weeks.  I hope everyone had a good time.  It sure 

seemed like everyone was having a good time.  It made for a great day out for many people and 

should be a good sign of the strength of this parish.  The festival coordinators, Amy & Mike 

McDonald must have grown up around my dad.  They modeled his motto of, “If you ever get tired 

of walking, just run for a while.”  They were amazing.  I hope to send out more thank you info as 

we get more information.  Right now, there are too many bills outstanding to give complete 

figures.  The only amount I know is that I was able to collect just over $2,000 to help with the 

shingle project.  Thanks to everyone who worked to make it a success, whether by helping set up, 

operate, clean up, or just come to join in the activities. 

 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


