
             Oct. 26-27, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

It is always an honor to be a priest and be able to offer the Body and Blood of Christ to all of you, but 

last weekend was even more special.  I didn’t count but I’m fairly sure I anointed over 250 people for 

the Sacrament of the Sick.  In the parishes I have been at for the last 20 years I have tried to do that 

every six months.  More and more it is like the story of St. Lawrence who was told to present the 

riches of the church to the emperor.  A few days later he brought in the poor and the sick.  The 

emperor was not pleased.  I don’t worry about that emperor, because he has been dead for a long 

time.  In my head it is bringing the sick and the suffering to the King of Kings.  The Sacrament that I 

offer is to present you to that King.   
 

So many of you have to struggle with walkers or wheelchairs, but you come up to the Lord with your 

infirmities.  It is the opposite of Ash Wednesday.  On that day you usually come to the church feeling 

okay but are then reminded that you are dust and to dust you will return.  The physical reminder is 

the ashes that are put on your forehead in the form of a cross.  For the Anointing to the Sick you 

often come before the Lord feeling like dirt, but now you receive sacred oil to remind you that you 

are special to the Lord.  He is not rejecting you but sees you as a special kind of treasure.  Even when 

it is given at the last day of your life, it is to remind you that He can raise up dirt to be glorious, like 

the glorious resurrected body of Christ on Easter.  More than anything it is to encourage us the we 

should never give up believing in God and His plan for us. 
 

Some of you listen to KVSS a lot.  Recently they had a question asked that is important that couldn’t 

be answered completely.  They ended with ask your pastor for more clarification.  The question, 

“When a person comes to an EMHC and isn’t going to receive Communion, can the EMHC give them a 

blessing?”  The answer is no.  They explained very clearly that during Mass, only a priest can give a 

blessing, for the priest is there in the “Person of Christ.”  No one else is to give a blessing during Mass.  

When a deacon presides over a liturgical service, they can give a blessing; but not during a Mass.  

What is an EMHC supposed to do at that time?  Our Archdiocesan guidelines simply state that they 

should not touch the person on the top of the head, because that is seen as demeaning in some 

cultures and some settings.  They should say to the person, “May Jesus Christ reign in your heart.”   
 

In a Priest’s Council meeting this was discussed at length.  Children like to be noticed.  Just saying a 

phrase to them is not enough attention for many of them.  There is also the problem that the thumb 

and first finger may have particles of the host on them so touching with those is not correct.  The best 

solution that was agreed on by most priests was to touch the child or adult on, or near, the shoulder 

with the other three fingers and say, “May Jesus Christ reign in your heart.”  It is not a blessing but is 

a prayer that the person will receive the greatest blessing.  This is what I hope all of our Extra-

Ordinary Ministers of Communion and our deacons do at Mass.  I also do it because the main blessing 

comes at the end of Mass. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


