
             Oct. 5-6, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 

 

I hope you will all have a wonderful day today.  For those of you who are volunteering, thanks.  

Also, thanks to those of you have invited friends and relatives to come to the festival.  I am really 

looking forward to seeing everyone in action.  This kind of activity is very important to the life of a 

parish.  It is where we renew acquaintances and make new ones.  It is hopefully a time when new 

parishioners or those who are just looking at the possibility of joining our parish, see what we are 

like.  One of the keys to this is that you meet new people.  Greet everyone with a smile. 

 

As you have seen in the bulletin, the 2019 goal for STM Parish, for the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 

is $46,216.  If you guys can do the $45,000, I will put in the rest.  One of the things about having 

been in 17 parishes is that I have seen the whole Archdiocese.  After 41 years of priesthood, I 

know most of what it takes to make it work.  Those two things together are why my contributions 

to the parish and bigger church are balanced different than most parishioners.   

 

You should have your parish as one of your first priorities for giving.  The rule of thumb is 5% of 

your income to the parish.  Then the Archbishop is hoping for another 1% for the Archdiocese.  

Another 4% should be up to the heart of the donor.  You might have local charities that you 

support.  Maybe you are supporting a building project for your alma mater.  Like some of you, that 

I have heard from, I also like to support special mission projects around the world.  For instance, 

next weekend we will have olive wood gifts for sale to support Christians in the Holy Land.  I think 

in terms of support for the parish I am in at more like 2%.  I try to balance that same amount for 

the Archdiocese.  Our readings for the last few weekends have been geared to help us realize that 

God wants us to know that He is expecting us to be generous with what He has given us.  

Sometimes we forget that the only thing that we have that doesn’t ultimately come from God is 

our sins. 

 

As I mentioned last week in my letter, I will be going to the Clergy Conference at the St. Benedict 

Center in Schuyler on 10/7.  Minh will also be attending.  One thing that has changed is that I will 

be back for Mass on Tuesday morning at 7am.  I was going to have him do a communion service, 

since I didn’t think he would need to be at the conference, but since he is going I will come back 

and do Mass on Tuesday morning then leave again for the conference and we will both be back on 

Tuesday afternoon.  And again, pray for me, because they made me a discussion group leader for 

some of my brother priests.  Also pray for them, that I don’t mislead them. 

 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


