
             Nov. 9-10, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

There are always so many interesting questions that come up when a priest has a chance to 

simply chat with people.  Most of the time they don’t come up as direct questions, but more as 

observations.  If the priest is listening well, these observations can give all sorts of clues as to 

the things people are struggling with in their faith.  One of those came up after I outlined what 

EMHCs should and shouldn’t be doing when distributing Communion.  Here is one of those 

questions.  When an EMHC is giving Communion to a person in their home they are to offer a 

blessing, why wouldn’t that apply in Mass?  The answer is that the Mass is in a different arena.  

In the world, we are called upon to be the Body of Christ, his arms and legs, etc.  The Mass is to 

bring heaven to earth, Christ to us.  It is not of this world.  It is not just a fellowship gathering of 

friends around an odd meal of bread and wine as many Protestant services have turned it into. 

 

The Mass is the body, blood, soul, and Divinity, of Jesus Christ coming down from heaven in the 

form of bread and wine.  As many of you have heard, about 75% of Catholics no longer believe 

this.  During Mass it should be all about Jesus Christ, the King of kings.  In heaven, I hope no one 

would tell Jesus to butt out because they were talking with a Saint.  In heaven, I hope no one 

would give someone a blessing like, “I bless you in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit.”  It would make no sense because God is right there.  He should be the one to give 

the blessing.  It would be rudely excluding Him from the very thing that He is wanting to do.  I 

hope that no one would be presumptuous enough to say to God, “I can handle this blessing 

thing for you.”   

 

While Mass is going on, the presiding priest is standing in the persona of Christ.  Christ gives the 

blessing though that priest.  Because this is so alien to everything else in the world, the Church 

tries very hard to keep these distinctions.  Without them we go back to a lovely communal 

meal, in which we ignore Christ or simply put Him in a place as simply one of us. 

 

Also in the Mass we all have a very special designation.  We are the Church, the Bride of Christ.  

This is the image that Scripture and Catholic Tradition gives us to help us understand 

Communion.  It is not just a sharing of a meal.  Think in terms of a bride on her wedding night in 

literature.  The groom and the bride do not just share a nice meal together with each other, or 

call the wedding reception banquet an adequate way of consummating their marriage.  They 

share the most intimate aspect of any relationship possible between two human beings.  At 

Mass, Christ, the groom, enters us.  You can’t get more intimate than being inside another 

person.  This privilege happens to us as members of the Catholic Church.  This answers several 

questions.  The first is why we need to go to confession when we have sinned against God and 

His Church before we receive Communion.  Otherwise God sees this, as us being unfaithful to 

Him, and then wanted to be intimate with Him.  Try that with your spouse and see how it goes.  

It is also why non-Catholics are not invited to receive Communion.  They have chosen to be a 



part of another group.  They are not in full Communion with the Catholic Church and then 

would be saying I want to be in the intimate union that you have with Jesus.  They have strayed 

but now want to come back into the marriage bed.  This is not a personal judgment on any one 

person.  Only God can give that.  But it is a judgment of their status.  It also helps to understand 

why we should not receive communion in non-Catholic Churches.  When we are doing that, we 

are straying from our union with Christ and His Church, and joining another marriage bed, 

another church.  That is not idolatry, but adultery.  When we do this, we need to go to 

confession before coming back to Communion in the Catholic Church. 

 

Since many people do not understand this idea of how God is trying to be intimate with us 

within the Mass, they see no problem with switching here and there for Communion or don’t 

bother to go to confession and prepare for that intimacy.  Knowingly or unknowingly, they are 

insulting the Lord, just like a spouse might feel betrayed by a straying partner.  By the way, this 

is also why people who want to join the Catholic Church are not allowed to come to 

Communion, until they have gone through an official Profession of Faith in the Catholic Church, 

even if they have already been baptized Christian.  From God’s perspective this would be like 

going right to the marriage bed as a family member but not a spouse.  Non-Catholic Christians 

are our brothers and sisters, but are not in the position for full intimacy, or full Communion. 

 

Next weekend I will be putting out some books that people have brought in to the rectory.  This 

is a project that I have done for a few years.  The idea is to get good books out of situations 

where they are simply collecting dust and into the hands of people who will read them.  If you 

have any good Catholic books you would like to bring this week, there is still time.  Next 

weekend you can simple look through the books that are in the back of church and take home 

what you think you would like to read.  After you have read it you may bring it and some of its 

friends back to be in the next book exchange, which will hopefully be right before Ash 

Wednesday. 

 

I hope to be sending out the year-end statement for fiscal year 2018-19.  I will send it out by e-

mail.  I hope you will take the chance to look it over.  It will contain some helpful information 

about how the parish finances work.  I would also like to warn you that there have been emails 

sent out with priest’s names in the past year.  If you get one asking for money to be sent to me 

or to any priest, it is a scam.  That doesn’t mean we won’t ask for money, but that would be for 

parish or school needs that will be well publicized.   
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


