
             Nov. 16-17, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

We are getting to the end of 2019.  We are also getting to the end of another liturgical year.  Next 

weekend is the culmination of that liturgical year, the Solemnity of Christ the King.  For the last 

few years this has become my favorite feast.  It has become my mission to help people understand 

the idea of heaven being the KINGDOM of God.  There is power in the word kingdom, as God uses 

it to describe what He is about.  But Jesus is not the King of Heaven.  He is the King of kings.  His 

role is to rule over all created kingdoms, throughout time and however far they extend in the 

universe.  Through Him we have been reconciled to the Father by the blood of His cross. 
 

Our response to this reconciliation is critical, for heaven is a kingdom of love.  This does not mean 

that we can do whatever we want and we will be able to still live in that love.  It means that He 

loves us enough not to take us kicking and screaming, from those things that we have attached 

ourselves to, in order to take us to heaven.  He has opened the gates, but will not force us in.  He 

tells us what we will need to do in order to come through those gates, but He will not change 

heaven in order to meet our demands, for God the Father does not change.  We must change to 

be with Him. 
 

This affects so many things.  One simple one is the chalice.  Most people do not think about what 

the precious blood is held in.  When the Latin Mass was first translated into the language of the 

people, the English translation for that sacred vessel was cup.  “This is the cup of my blood” was 

how it was expressed in the prayers of consecration.  In the most recent translation that we were 

given about seven years ago, it now says, “This is the chalice of my blood.”   
 

The original English translation was to simplify everything as much as possible in order to make 

things as understandable as possible.  The new translation is trying to get back some of the more 

subtle meanings of the phrasing and to return to the power of the Latin wording.  In Scripture, 

Jesus “took the cup” at the Last Supper.  Those early English translators figured that keeping the 

word cup was good enough.  The problem was that the cup at the Passover Meal had far more 

meaning than something used for coffee or a sip of water.  This was a memorial cup.  In the movie, 

Indiana Jones, and the Raiders of the Lost Ark, they portrayed the Holy Grail, or the cup used at 

the Last Supper, as a wooden cup that would have been suitable for a carpenter.  It was a nice 

movie thought, but bad Theology. 
 

For the Jews, this is the “cup of salvation.”  For us it is the cup of salvation that is holding the blood 

of the King of kings, who has come to save us.  To help us understand this, we have used the word 

chalice, which helps to convey the power of this vessel.  As St. Paul writes in 1 Cor. 11:26, “For 

whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  I 

am looking forward to His coming in glory.  Until then I will hold the chalice in awe. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


