
             Nov. 23-24, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

This weekend is the Solemnity of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.  This sounds grand until you 

remember that the Book of Wisdom reminded us three weeks ago that, “Before the Lord the whole 

universe is as a grain from a balance or a drop of morning dew come down upon the earth.”  This is not 

to put Jesus down, for His task has been to straighten out the fallen creation.  That has been especially 

hard considering how stubborn the focus point of that universe is.  We are that focus point. 
 

This kingship is the climax of the liturgical year.  The Gospel of Matthew, which we will be using for 

Sunday Masses this coming year, emphasizes that beautifully.  One of the first things that Matthew 

points out is the Magi coming from other countries to honor the newborn king.  At the end of the Gospel 

of Matthew, every part of the universe is brought together by the words of Jesus.  “All power in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me.”  That means that He is the boss, until He turns it over to the Father 

at the end of time as the Book of Revelation describes in vivid imagery.  In a sense Jesus has to tame us, 

for we have gone out of control like disobedient children.  Each year of life we are given a chance to 

form our wills to conform to the will of God.  Good luck with that continuing process this coming year. 
 

Pope Francis has recently set my timeline for my Bible Study class.  He has made the 3rd Sunday of 

Ordinary Time a time for Scripture appreciation.  With that in mind, I will be having two preparation 

classes on the Sunday’s of 1/26/20 and 2/2/20.  The first will be on the first few chapters of Genesis.  

The second one will be the first few chapters of the Gospel of Matthew.  They are so packed that it helps 

to get a sense of them before the full process starts.  It will also give people a chance to check out my 

teaching style and see if they can stand it.  Actually, the class has been enjoyed by over a hundred 

people.  It is keeping up with the reading that has tripped some people up.  For that reason, I build in a 

few catch-up weeks. 
 

That full process is to read the whole Bible in just over a year.  This will mean reading about three 

chapters per day, one chapter from the Old Testament, one from the Wisdom Literature, and one New 

Testament chapter.  Each week I will go through the chapters you have read to clarify things and answer 

questions.  That class will be from 9:15-10:15am on Sunday mornings.  Doing it this way saves an extra 

trip to church and keeps more of your evenings free for family.  I have had teenagers follow this process.  

So, it is workable.  I’m glad the Pope helped figure out a starting date. 
 

Here are a few other quick notes.  As we approach the holiday season, I just want to remind everyone 

that we don’t need sweets brought to the rectory.  Also, I want you to know that I do not use Facebook.  

I signed up for it about fifteen years ago and have posted one thing in that time.  Occasionally I will get 

email notices that someone would like to be my friend on Facebook.  There is no way to let people know 

that this is not a working thing for me.  So, I just have to ignore the request.  If you have been ignored, 

do not take it personally.  And last but not least, Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


