
             Nov. 2-3, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

I have been thinking about hell lately.  It only has a little to do with winter coming.  My idea of hell is not 

heat.  For me, hell would be having to milk cows forever in freezing cold.  Oh wait, that’s northern 

Minnesota.  Actually, I have been thinking about it because one of the results of what I call “fluff” theology 

is that many people no longer believe in hell.  They have been told over and over that God loves them 

unconditionally, so they figure they will end up in heaven no matter how much they sin.   
 

The problem with this is that it is not the teaching of Jesus.  Jesus made it very clear that there is a hell and 

it is not a nice place.  So how can God be love, and a person be sent to hell forever?  This was written about 

in a recent article in Catholic Answers Magazine, which is now under the EWTN system.  There is also a 

Catholic Answer Magazine. Notice there is no “s”.  They are both good.  In the first one they had a meme 

showing a man and a woman gazing at each other lovingly.  The caption was, “If you don’t love me, I’ll 

make sure you burn forever. ---  If it’s creepy when he says it, why is it beautiful when God says it?”  I 

enjoyed how the article explained why the reasoning of the meme was faulty, but they missed a simple 

one.  Jesus revealed the 1st person of the Trinity as God the Father, not God the lover.  So, this time picture 

my Dad looking at me with concern for my safety and saying, “Do what I tell you and you will live a long life.  

Don’t do what I tell you and you will get hurt.”  As you have heard from me, life on the farm was very 

dangerous if you were not wise. 
 

God is trying to help us be smart enough to stay out of hell.  So, it seems to me that God is not the one to 

torture us in hell.  Jesus called it the Kingdom of Satan.  That would be where Satan is in charge.  If we turn 

away from God and the Sacraments, we are then in Satan’s turf.  Once he became miserable by being 

kicked out of heaven for treason, he is no longer out to make us happy, when he is so miserable.  He wants 

us to be as miserable as he is.  How would he do that?  By hitting us where it counts, our sinful weaknesses.  

Oddly enough, this fits right into God’s plan.  He loves us enough that He will give us what we desire.  If we 

desire Him first and foremost, He will give Himself to us.  If we want something more than Him, he lets 

Satan provide that, for it would not be a heavenly thing anyway.  So, if you want soccer on Sunday 

mornings because Mass is too boring, God allows Satan to take you to hell and you will have it forever.  By 

the way, it will get old really fast.   
 

By the way, the article spends time describing why it goes on for eternity, unlike Purgatory.  It has to do 

with the fact that offending God is way worse than offending a mouse, just like trying to kill the pope can 

get you a worse reputation than attacking anyone else.  It is a bigger offense.  This still doesn’t explain 

eternal punishment, as opposed to a long sentence, which would be Purgatory.  If we have truly turned 

against God’s ways, we end up in Satan’s kingdom.  What is God supposed to do?  Should he say that you 

have paid your debt to me and society for being treasonous to me and my kingdom, so now come and be in 

absolute bliss with me from now on?  Heaven would be filled with more and more people who really don’t 

like God. 
 

We have just celebrated All Saints Day and All Souls Day.  It is a great time to pray for help and inspiration 

from the Saints, and pray that the love of the Poor Souls will be purified so they can enter heaven.  We 

can’t do much for those who are in Satan’s clutches. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


