
         Nov. 30-Dec. 1, 2019 
 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

Because the office is closed for Thanksgiving, I am writing this before the big storm.  The word 

is that Omaha will only have a few inches.  That is good news for traveling in our immediate 

area.  It also helps the budget, because snow-removal costs are by the inch.  I used to be out in 

the rural areas, where there always seems to be more snow.  Maybe it is all the hot air that we 

produce in Omaha, with all the priests preaching.  It is either that, or God hates Norfolk and so 

dumps on them more than most.  Their snow removal bill must be heart stopping!   
 

We are now starting another Church year.  It is a time to renew our lives so that we continually 

come closer and closer to totally conforming our wills to Christ.  We start by remembering what 

the word was like before Christ or B.C. if you are one of us politically incorrect Christians.  We 

take this time listen to the Old Testament prophets.  They lived in the world before Christ.  It is 

important to try and think of what our lives would be without Christ, so we appreciate how 

good it has been that we have been conforming our wills to Him.  The Church, which is helping 

us in this transformation, would not exist and all the positive influence it has had on society 

would not have happened.  If you think it is bad now, with so many people trying to reverse all 

the good that the Church has done in promoting the rights of all people from conception to 

natural death, think of what it would be if it hadn’t existed.  What would be our basis for law? 
 

There have been those who have been trying to throw out the Ten Commandments as 

offensive.  Without them we would simply have the Darwin theory of survival of the fittest.  

That is the operating mode of the animal kingdom that I was imitating in my homily last 

weekend.  We are meant for more but seem to be reverting backwards.  So much of our health-

care is an example of this.  I remember how even President Clinton said that abortion should be 

rare and only when necessary.  Now it is being pushed as a necessary means of curing the 

illness of pregnancy, even to the point of killing the child right after birth.  We also have a 

growing trend of increasing the doses of morphine for elderly people until it kills them.  Of 

course, it is called making them comfortable.  It is like doctors don’t know the difference 

between comfortable and dead.  If we don’t hold tight to the guidance that the Church gives, as 

we try to be like Christ, these ways of rationalizing of murder are going to be the rule of our 

land.   
 

As we get closer to Christmas, we need to take the opportunity to repent of any ways that we 

have been a part of these sins and all the other sins of our life.  The Advent Parish Penance 

Service will be Thursday, 12/19, at 7pm.  Advent symbolizes how God prepared the world for 

the coming of the Savior, but it is also the time when we ask Him to help us personally prepare 

for the coming of Jesus more fully into our own life. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


