
Thoughts from the pastor,        Dec. 21-22, 2019 
 

I wish, that in a few days, you will have a Merry & Holy Christmas!  Later we can pray for a Happy New 

Year.   
 

I hope that many of you had a chance to look over the financial statement for the past fiscal year.  So far, 

I have only heard about one bit of confusion.  There was no notation for the income from a Parish 

Festival.  That was not a mistake.  There was not a festival in June, 2018 before the end of fiscal year 17-

18.   The festival was moved to October in the fiscal year 18-19.  So, there was no income in that 

category during the 2017-18 fiscal year. 
 

As you finish up your Christmas spending, I would be remiss in not reminding you that the Christmas 

collection is very important to that parish budget.  Like with any charity, any gift is appreciated, but 

hopefully the continuation of the parish is important to you and you will be extra generous.  I also hope 

that you have purchased your Calendar Club tickets.  That is also a good way to support the parish.  I do 

hope that it will do well this year so we can continue it. 
 

Speaking of that generosity, I will be doing things a little different with the special asks that happen 

during the year that go beyond the main contributions that you put in envelopes.  I found out that Fr. 

Hunke did away with the taking up of a collection after communion at most weekend Masses.  Further 

back, Fr. Lewis had the ushers take those up for those extra collections.  I am going back to the Fr. Lewis 

routine.  When there is a second appeal, even if it is a special envelope in your packet, there will be a 

second collection taken up by the ushers at the designated Mass.  Hopefully I will remember to remind 

them of this.   
 

This will start with the new calendar year and will be good practice for the ushers for there will be a 

second collection several times during January.  January 4-5 will not be a second collection, but there 

will be representatives from Essential Pregnancy Services (EPS) selling raffle tickets after Masses for a 

special quilt.  For those new to this, EPS is an alternative to the Planned Parenthood route for expectant 

mothers.  They help the mothers through the pregnancy and beyond. 
 

January 11-12 will be the second collection to help pay for the education of our seminarians.  Having 

seminarian Minh around STM this year should be a reminder of how important that is.  This is a good 

example of why I am having the ushers take up a special collection after communion.  It gives a chance 

for those of you who do not have your special envelope to add some cash or a check and know that it 

won’t accidently be used for STM general operating. 
 

On January 18-19, the Knights of Columbus will be having their One-Rose, One Life campaign.  Money 

collected for this helps the Knights with their pro-life work.  They will be offering roses after the 

weekend Masses for a donation but we will also have the second collection for those of you who want 

to make a donation but may not need a rose, like me. 
 

This weekend you can sign up for the Red Cross Blood mobile that will be here on December 27th.  
 

God bless you and Merry Christmas to you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


