
         Dec. 28-29, 2019 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

Now it is time to pray for a Happy New Year.   
 

Before long, I will become a Bible salesman, but I won’t be going door-to-door.  On Jan. 12, I will be 

having my first Bible Study session between the Sunday morning Masses.  It will run from 9:15-10:15am.  

For those of you who go to the 8am Mass, you can stay for the class.  Those who go to the 10:30am 

Mass will just be coming to church earlier.  I am hoping to save trips to church for the sake of 

convenience for everyone, except the 5pm Saturday crowd.  I’m sorry, you would still have to make 

another trip or change Masses.   

 

These January classes will be a warm-up and a teaser for the sake of encouraging you to take on the 

chance of reading the whole Bible.  The first actual class for that will be the 1st Sunday of Lent, Mar. 1st.  

The goal will be to give you an idea in January of how this might work.  I will be teaching about the 

Genesis Creation Stories on Jan. 12th.  If you have a Bible you can bring it along, but I will have printouts 

for those few chapters ready for those who don’t.  The next week I will be discussing the Passion 

Narratives.  Those chapters are so filled with meaning that they don’t normally receive adequate study 

when they are read at Mass. 

 

After that I will be selling Bibles to those who want to start the process of reading the whole thing.  St. 

Augustine said the ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.  Most people have a vague sense of the 

New Testament.  Very few have any idea what is actually going on in the Old Testament.  What is really 

missing for just about everyone, is how those two Testaments fit together.  When I first got here, I took 

a count of who had read the whole Bible.  A few dozen of you had.  That is good.  More of you need to 

take this opportunity.  It will eventually involve reading about three chapters a day, one OT, one NT, and 

one OT Wisdom Literature.  I will have periodic catch-up weeks, because it is easy to get behind.  But I 

will have a debriefing class between Sunday morning Masses.  You will be hearing more about this as 

things get closer.  I just want everyone to take a serious look at the possibility, because it is not 

something that is offered on a regular basis. 

 

This class is for anyone who is willing to try and do the work.  I have had Junior High students do very 

well in it.  Some did the reading on their own and others were a part of a family project in which the dad 

or mom read the chapters out loud.  This family approach seemed to be successful, but either way 

works.  It is open to anyone so if you have friends from other parishes or another Bible Study, invite 

them.  I will be passing out the reading guide that has the list of which chapters to read each day during 

the January classes to help people with questions they might have.  So, one of the first things for 

everyone to do is come to the class on Jan. 12.  That will help you decide if this project is for you. 

 

God bless you and have a Happy New Year! 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


