
         Dec. 7-8, 2019 
 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

First and foremost, Dec. 8th is normally the celebration of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  

This year is not normal.  Because this day falls on a Sunday of Advent, it is superseded and moved to 

12/9.  That move changes the Feast so that it is not a Holy Day of Mass obligation this year.  I will still 

have Mass at 7am like usual.  I will have the school Mass on Monday rather than Tuesday so the 

children in our school can participate in this great celebration.  I will also have a Mass at 5:30pm this 

Monday for parishioners who would like to join in on praying to our Patron of the USA.   
 

On Thursday we will celebrate the Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe, the Patron of Mexico.  This is not a 

Holy Day of Obligation but we will move the school Mass from Friday to Thursday so our school 

children can participate in Mass said in Spanish.  Fr. Phil Flott will be the celebrant since I don’t know 

Spanish.  Since many of our school children speak Spanish and many more are learning it, this will be 

a great opportunity for them to practice their Spanish and get to know more about how Mary visited 

Mexico and within ten years, over nine million people converted to Catholicism.  By the way, Fr. Phil 

is a retired priest who helps out at Holy Ghost and St. Stanislaus Parishes.   
 

On another topic, as winter sets in, I would like to ask a favor of many of you.  As you may have 

noticed, we have a large number of elderly people who push themselves very hard to attend 

weekend Masses.  For many of them, mobility is really a problem.  If you are not a part of that group, 

I would ask that you save plenty of room near the church for them to park.  This is not just a matter of 

handicapped parking spaces.  This is more like giving up your seat on a bus for someone who needs it 

more than you.  So, if younger people can park in the spots farther away from the church, I am sure 

there will be prayers of gratitude for you and/or your family.  This is especially important during the 

winter but can be a practice throughout the year.   
 

I have heard some comments about the More de Gras advertisements.  Some of you are wondering 

when we made the decision to build a parish hall.  We haven’t.  The funds from this event will be to 

help look into the feasibility of one.  A part from suggestions to get rid of the trees in front of the 

rectory, the second biggest thing people mentioned in the parish survey taken a couple years ago, 

was the possibility of a place for easier social gatherings.  The reality of this is easier said than done.  

But it is a sure bet that nothing can be done if we don’t know what the possibilities are.  So, one of 

the things that has to be done is to have an architect look into it and give us options and parameters.  

I haven’t heard of many of those architects doing that for nothing, and we don’t have money in the 

budget right now to pay one, so this fundraiser will give us that possibility.  I hope that partially 

clarifies where we are at.  The other part of this is that there is a meeting scheduled with the local 

pastors and the Archbishop to discuss what a five-year plan for the area would look like.  This will also 

have an effect on what the five-year plan for our parish will be.  That meeting is coming in the next 

two weeks, so stay tuned. 
 

God bless you all, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


