
         Feb. 1-2, 2020 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

Just a reminder, Minh and I will be leaving this Monday morning for the Clergy Conference at 

the Benedictine Retreat Center in Schuyler and will get back Tuesday, late afternoon.  Then I 

will be leaving for vacation this Friday noon and won’t be back until late on February 24th.  Pray 

that I have safe and stress free travel, and I won’t pray that you get snow while I am gone. 
 

Two days after I get back will be Ash Wednesday.  That will be the first day of reading for the 

Bible Study.  I will have extra guides for the day-to-day reading in the pamphlet rack in the 

vestibule of the church.  The first class to discuss what you have read will be Sunday, March 1st.  

We can start the class at 9:10am in the church.  There will be a little more information on this in 

the parish newsletter, which will be coming out soon.  My letter in that will hopefully help you 

figure out your personal course through Lent. 
 

One thing that I didn’t mention in writing that the letter for the publication was just okayed at 

the Vocation Committee meeting that was held last Wednesday so after the Friday school 

Masses during Lent, I will have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  From then until the 

Stations of the Cross that evening, there will be opportunities to spend time before the Lord in 

this special way.  The school children will be taking time during those Fridays to pray in the 

church.  That will cover much of the time between 9am-3pm.  The deacon that does the 

6:30pm Stations of the Cross will conclude with Benediction and the Repositioning of the 

Blessed Sacrament into the Tabernacle. 
 

I know that this Exposition was strong in the parish in years past and went longer.  We also had 

many more active people taking time to pray in this way.  This shortened version, during Lent, 

will hopefully be a starter for more opportunities in the future.  One of the problems is the 

shortage of priests.  That is why I ask, along with your personal intentions, that you pray for an 

increase of men and women who are willing to dedicate their lives to Christ, especially in the 

vocations of Priesthood and Consecrated Life. 
 

In the newsletter, I also mentioned the Thursday evening classes in the cafeteria.  During Lent 

the series will be on the topic of forgiveness.  They meet from 6-8pm and will start this series 

on Thursday, March 5th.  Contact Jerry Hassett (402 650-0360) or Rick Fanciullo (402 558-8861) 

if you are interested and/or would like more information about joining the group. 
 

I have been asked, by the ushers, if any of our families could volunteer for carrying up the 

offertory gifts as they come to Mass.  The odds are that you will be able to have your children 

participate with you in this simple task.  They will explain what it involves.  They are just having 

a hard time getting different people involved, so your volunteering will help.   I also ask that the 

ushers and any volunteers who go around with the collection baskets, hold one hand on the 

end of the basket handle.  This will help you keep awareness of where that handle end is at all 



times so that you don’t deck any little children as they are coming up for the children’s 

collection.   
 

To keep the EMHCs and the rest of you informed, we will continue to not have the Precious 

Blood distributed from the chalice until Holy Thursday.  The scare with all the flu and 

coronavirus stuff is still strong.  For this reason, I encourage you to wave or do the fist bump for 

the Sign of Peace, rather than shaking hands until then also. 
 

While I am on vacation, I am hoping that our seminarian, Minh Tran, will be doing the letters to 

the parish.  This will be helpful in his pastoral training.  Also remember that I will be doing the 

Blessing of Throats after this weekend Masses and after this Monday’s Mass, asking for the 

intercession of St. Blaise. 
 

God bless you, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


