
         Feb. 8-9, 2020 

Thoughts from the pastor, 
 

By the time you read this, I will be heading to Central America.  Hopefully I will bring back many 

stories and not something like the corona virus.  Just in case, I won’t have any beer.  The next two 

weekends, I will have Minh do a letter to be the teaching in the bulletin.  Fr. Hunke will provide the 

rest of the spiritual work.  He will just be getting back from his ski vacation, so I have been praying 

that he is in one piece.  Last Tuesday, there was a Communion Service, instead of a 7am Mass.  

Most of the priests were at the clergy conference and Fr. Hunke was enjoying his retirement by 

skiing.  This is a foreshadowing of what the next years might be like as we go through this vocation 

shortage. 
 

The clergy conference was a little frustrating.  The message was that most parishioners really do 

want to hear words of guidance to help them with the moral decisions that have to do with voting.  

My take on that is simple.  They want the priest to condemn the viewpoints that they don’t like 

and hear more about how their viewpoints are correct.  In our polarized environment, both sides 

want to hear this message.  This makes for schizophrenic priests. 
 

The old wrist-bands would have reminded us: WWJD, or What Would Jesus Do?  That answer is 

not simple, for in case you don’t remember, Jesus did not talk about politics even though he was in 

a very politically charged climate.  The Romans were oppressing the Jews, but Jesus said, “Repay 

to Caesar what belongs to Caesars, and to God what belongs to God” (Mk.12:17).  He treated 

everyone according to their willingness to have faith in Him, whether they were a king or peasant.  

That is why St. Paul wrote, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, 

there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal.3:28). 
 

So, what would Jesus do in this time period?  I can only guess from his actions and from what His 

body, the Church, has been teaching.  When I get back, I will be going through some of those 

issues, but maybe not in the way you like, depending on your particular fears.  For it is fear that 

has been polarizing us.  That is not Christian, because Jesus said we should not be afraid.  If we 

fear someone and/or something, we will push it away or run from it.  We will not try to 

understand and love.  So, my point this week, as I enjoy vacation, and you can enjoy Fr. Hunke’s 

homilies again, is to work on listening past your fears and try to understand how we can learn to 

live with each other, for we may be doing that forever.  The question is whether that will be in 

heaven and its loving environment, or in hell and its environment of hate? 
 

For those of you who still need Bibles for the Bible study that starts when I get back, there are 

some in the sacristy and you can get them from a deacon or Fr. Hunke.  They are $17 for hard-

cover and $10 for soft-cover.  The brochures with the reading list that will start on Ash Wednesday 

are in the pamphlet rack in the narthex.  I will see you at 9:10am on Sunday, March 1st, for the first 

class. 
 

God bless you, 

Fr. Frank Baumert, pastor 


